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ADVERTISEMENT. 


H E author of the following ſmall Treatiſe has 

made it his buſineſs to examine all that has been 
written on the Venereal Diſeaſe, ſrom the days of 
Aſtruc to the preſent time; to all that he has thus ſe— 
lected, he has added his own Practical Obſervations, and 
hopes, that by thoie who are beſt acquainted with the 
following Treatiſe will not be deemed ſuperfluous. 


Should any reader be ſtartled at certain modes of 
practice here recommended, he begs the favour. before 
they venture to condemn, that they wil take the trou- 
ble to give them a fair trial; and if they then diſcover 
them to be erroneous, that they will give a candid ac- 
count of their experience to the world as he hay done, 
without laying any ſtreſs upon theories unſupported by 
fats, or plauſible conjectures which have not been con- 
firmed by repeated experimental obſervations. Who- 
ever makes any diſcovery that can tend to alleviate in 
any degree the diſtreſſes of mankind, is called upon 
dy the duties he owes to ſociety to make theſe diſco- 
verics as generally known as poſſible. This has been 
the author's way of thinking at all times, and that which 
das diretted his conduct on the preſent occaſion, . 


Hz bas omitted in the former edition to mention, 
among the different methods of curing the lues, Mr 
Clare's manner of rubbing one or two grains of ca- 
zomel, with ſaliva, every morning and evening, on the 
ps ot outhde of the gums, The objettions he had 

again, 
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againſt this method ſubſiſt {lill, and are acknowledged 
by the author himſelf, viz. a very ſpeedy ſoreneſs of 
the mouth and ſalivation. Theſe ſymptoms he found 
always rather contrary to a happy and radical cure. 
This application to the mouth, or glans penis, or labia, 
however, may be uſeful to perſons who, from a peculiar 
irritability, cannot ule mercury in any other way. 


Axor obſervation is about the uſe of opium 
againſt venercal ulcers. This remedy has been lately 
highly extolled, but upon diligent and careful inquiry, 
he has not found one patient, with venereal ulcers, 
cured by it, who had not previoufly made uſe of mer- 
cury, or who was not obliged to have recourſe to this 
laiter to complete the cure afterwards. Opium, how- 
ever, ſeems to be a valuable medicine for allaying the 
pain, and favouring the healing of ulcers of various 


kinds. 


Ax error muſt likewiſe here be taken notice of, the 
word CL4a? is not, as mentioned, derived ſrom claping ; 
but from the obſolete French word cdaprer, ſignifying a 
lodging or ſhop of a fingle common woman, 
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VENEREAL COMPLAINTS. 
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Ad recte medendum omnino opus eſt, ut remedia, non ſolum generi, 
ſed ſpecici cuique, et ſæpe etiam varietatibus quibuſdam, apprime 
fint accommodata. 

Currkx, Synop. Ng e e 


Ohſervations on the Venereal Infection, and the dif- 
ferent appearances of S\ptulitic Complaints in 
gener al; 


E ſay that a perſon is poxed, injured, or 
vw infected with the venereal eaſe. pox or 
bad diſtemper“, when the venereal pot- 

ſon has been received into the ſyſtem, and there 
pre its peculiar effects. 'Thele effects or 
ymptoms are ulcers of the mouth, fauces, and 
kin. cutaneous eruptions, tetters, pains and ſweil- 
ing of the bones, &e, But as long as the — 
A 0 
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* In latin this diſeaſe is called, lues beuerca, morlus gallicus, or Sy- 
Phils. Whether the name Hpbilis is derived from cg. porcus, and 
iu, amor, as if you would ſay, amor porcinus; or whether it owes 
it» origin to ſome other derivation, is uncertains In French it 18 
called La maladie <enerieune, La werote, or Grande werele ; in German, 
Lejijcache Franzojen- 
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[. of the poiſon are confined to the genitals, the diſ- 

1 order is not called a ſyphilis, lues venerea, or pox; 

|| but diſtinguiſhed by ſome particular name, accord- | 

1 ing to iis different appearances; ſuch as gonor- 
' 


rhœa, ſhancre, bubo, &c. 

Concerning the nature of the venereal poiſon, 
we know no more than we do about that of the 
ſmall pox, or any other contagion; we know only 
| | that it produces ſuch and ſuch effects, which yield 
| | to a particular mode of treatment Like other 
| contagions, it requires ſome time after being ap- 
| plied to the human body, beſore it produces that 
| | fermentation (if I may be allowed the expreſſion) 
1 which brings on the diſorder. It is not known 

whether the poiſon has different degrees of acri- 
mony and volatility, or whether it is always the 
ſame in its nature, varying only with regard to the 
4 particular part to which 1t 1s applied, or according 
8 to the different habit and conſtitution, or particu» 
; lar zdioſyncraſy. of the perſon who receives the in- 
fettion.,, We know that mercury poſſeſſes a cer- 
tain and ſpecitic power of deſtroying the venereal 
virus: but we are quite uncertain, whether it 
acts by its ſedative, aſtringent, or evacuant qua- 
hty : or if not rather by a chemical elective at- 
| traction, whereby both ſubſtances uniting with one 
| another, are changed into a third, which is no 
more hurtful, but has ſome new properties, entire» 

ly diſtinet from thole of the two former. | 
The variolous contagion, we know, produces 
its effects in about twenty or twenty-four days, 
after the infection is received from the atmoſphere, 
Aànd eight or tea days if by inoculation, But with 
f regard 
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regard to the venereal virus, we are leſs acquainted 
with the period. At ſome times, and perhaps 
in particular perſons, it requires a longer time to 
produce us effects than at other times, or in other 
perſons. I have ſeen ſhancres ariſe in the ſpace 
of twelve hours, nay in a ſtill ſhorter time, indeed 
I might ſay in a few minutes, after impure coition; 
whereas in others they make their — only 
in as many days. The generality of men feel the 
firſt ſymptoms of a gonorrhea on the ſecond, third, 
or fiſth day after an impure coitus; but there are 
caſes where they are not obſerved till after as 
many weeks or months. About ten years ago, I 
was conſulted by a perſon in whom a violent dif» 
charge from the glans, along with a phymoſis, 
but without any ſhancres, took place four weeks 
after infection; though, during all that interval, 
he felt not the leaſt ſymptom ol the diſeaſe. Some 
years ago a young man went out in ſeemingly 
perfect health to the Eaſt Indies; but on his arti- 
val in that hot climate, after a voyage of four 
months, a violent gonorrhcea broke out before he 
went on ſhore, though he could have received no 
infection during the voyage, as there was not a 
woman on board, 

How long the venereal poiſon may lurk in the 
body itſelf, after it has been abſorbed into the maſs 
of blood, before it produces any ſenſible effects, is 
a matter of equal uncertainty. There 1s ſcare a 
practitioner who has not obſerved inſtances of its 
remaining harmleſs for weeks, or even months, in 
the body. 1 have had acceſs to obſerve a caſe, 
where, after lying dormant for half a year, it 

A 2 broke 
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broke. out with unequivocal ſymptoms. But 
the following inſtance is ſtill more extraordt- 
nary. Some years ago I was conſulted by a gen- 
tleman about a fore throat, which I declared to be 
venereal. My patient was aſtoniſhed, and aſſured 
me, that for nine years paſt he had not had the 
leaſt venereal complaint, nor had any reaſon to 
believe he had fince received any inſection. But 
at that time he had been in the Eaſt Indies, where 
he laboured under a virulent gonorrhæa. On his 


return to Europe, being to appearance in perfect 


health. he married, and continued perfettly free 
of any ſuch complaint ever ſince. By a mercurial 
courſe, however, the complaint for which he ap- 
plied to me was compleiely removed. | 

In ſome perſons the venereal] poiſon more parti- 
cularly attacks the throat, where it produces ul- 
cerations; while in others it exerts its virulence 
on the ſkin or bones. Whillt the greateſt part of 
mankind are thus eaſily affected by this poiſon, 
there are ſome few who ſeem to be altogether un- 
fuſceptible of the contagion, and run every riſk 
without ſuffering in the ſmalleſt degree ; juſt as 
ſome cannot be inletted with the variolous con» 
tagion, though they go into infected places, and 
expole themſelves to every hazard by which the 
diſeaſe is generally communicated. Some are more 
liable to be infected than others leemingly of the 
fame habit; and thoſe who have been once infected 
ſeem to be more liable to catch the contagion a 
fecond time, than thoſe who never were infected 
before with the diſeale. The ſame difference is 


obſervable in the progrels made by the diſeaſe after 


the 
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the patient is infected. In ſome the progrels is 
flow, and the diſcaſe appears ſcarce to gain any 
ground ; while in others it advances with the ut- 
moſt ra pidity, and ſoon produces the molt terrible 
ſymptoms. 
At what time this dreadful malady, the very 
idea of which poiſons the ſource of hapmmneſs, was 
firſt known among mankind. 1s a matter | cannot 
pretend to decide. Even the time of ns firſt ap- 
pearance in Europe, and whence it was imported 
thither, is uncertain. Thus much we may ven- 
ture to affirm, that we have no authentic proofs 
of its having exifled among the ancient Greeks 
and Romans; though theſe undout;tedly were as 
licentious as their poſterity, whether barbarous or 
refined. Some diſorders are mentioned bv an- 
cient writers which ſeem to intimate the exiſtence 
of the-venereal diſtemper, in ſome ſhape or other, 
from the earlieſt antiquity. Such are the diſcharge 
mentioned in the book of Leviticus. the diſeaſe of 
* and that related in the Plalms of David; 
ome complaints of the genital parts related by 
Paulus Aeginita, by Aetuts, &c. The corroding 
ulcers of the frepuce and glans, the a/charge of 
thin ſanious matter from the penis. the morirfica'ton 
and cancer of the penis, the Phagedanc ulcer of the 
ſame, the warts of the prepuce and glands, condy- 
lomata ad anum, the ſwelled t cles arrfing will- 
out external contuſion, all mentioned by elſus, 
J. vi. cap. xvii, De obſcenarum partum vitts, 
and deſcribed as obſiinate diſeaſes, and hardly cu- 
rable without the hot iron. But whether theſe 
have been modifications of our more modern ſy- 
philitic complaints, or diſorders of a quite different 
AR natuie, 
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nature, is what I cannot take upon me to deter- 
mine. 

That venereal complaints, however, did really 
exiſt in Europe before the return of Columbus 
from his firſt voyage to the Caribbee illands in 
1493, is not only probable, for the reaſons alleged 
by Dr Sanchez, in. his Diſſertation ſur Lorigine de 
la maladie venerienne, and in his Examen hiſto- 
rh%hẽ!¶ũHhur Vahparitton de la maladie venerienne en 
Eurabe, but confirmed to me, though contrary to 
the opinion af Dr Aſtruc, by the 4th law given 
in the manulcript ſtatutes, De diſciplina Lubanarts 
hublici Aventone nfs (Avignon), made in the year 

1347, by 8 Joanna IJ. After other regula- 
tions, the law proceeds thus: * Jubet Regina 
© Sabbato quilibet a Bayliva una cum chirurgo a 
« conlulibus propoſito, mulieres meritorias ſingu- 
* las luſtrari; quotcunque in lupanari proſtant. 
Et ſi qua ſcortatione zgritudinem ullam con- 
traxerit, a ceteris ſeponi ut ſeorſim habitet, ne 
ſui copiam f: cere pollit; ut morbi præcaveantur 
qui a juvenibus pollent concipi.“ Which may be 
thus tranſlated: The Queen further orders, that 
* every one of the women kept in that bawdy-houſe 


es 


magiſtrates for this purpoſe; and if there be an 

who have contracted ſome diſeaſe by /cortation, 
tne lame ſhouid be ſeparated from = relt, and 
be {hut up in a private room, fo that ſhe may not 
* lie with any man, in order to avoid by theſe means 
„the diſlorders which might be communicated by 


* her co young men.“ dee Aſtruc De morb. vener. 


p. 84 


ec 


{ſhould be viſited every Saturday by the mother 
abbels, together with a ſurgeon appointed by the 


*% 
5 +." 
— * 
— 4 


* 5 — 1 
n n 
* 


VENEREAL INFECTION. 7 
p. 84. But all this will be made very ſoon ſtill 


more probable from the light thrown on the ſub- 
ject by the learned and ingenious Dr Hen/ler, from 
old authentic manuſcripts diſcovered by him. 

It is a queſtion, whether the venereal poiſon can 
be abſorbed into the ſyſtem, without a previous 
aflection of the genitals or ſome other parts of 
the ſurface of the body; and indeed this is with 
me ſtill a matter of doubt. Though I have for 
fifteen years examined all the caies which fell un- 
der my inſpection, with a view to determine this 
queſtion, I have not met with one well-authentt- 
cated fact which could determine me to take the 
affirmative. I have never ſeen a ſingle perlon af- 
fected with this diſeaſe for the e time, without 
ſome previous appearance, either of a — or 
a venereal ulcer, in ſome part or other of the 
body, eſpecially of the genitals; though indeed I 
have met with ſeveral inſtances where the patient 
had imagined himſelf radically cured of fuch com- 
plaints long before. In ſome caſes, I have, on a 
clole examination, diſcovered very {mall venereal 
ulcers, where the patient himſelf knew nothing of 
them; in others, where the patients have aſlerted, 
that they were infected without any previous diſ- 
eale of the ſurface, they have, on a ſtrict inquiry, 
confeſſed that they had either had {hancres, or 
ulcers of a doubtful nature, on the thigh, ſero- 
tum, &c. or even the pox itſelf, one, two, or more 
years before, though they had long imagined them- 
ſelves perfectly and radically cured. I have in- 
deed been told by ſome eminent phyſicians, that 
aubaes ſometimes ariſe without any previous run- 
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ning or ulceration; but as no ſuch caſe ever fell 
under my inſpection, I muſt ſtill remain in uncer- 
tamty. 

It has been aſſerted, even by ſome late writers, 
that this diſeaſe may be caught by lying in the 
lame bed with or after an infected perlon. But 
this, from the molt accurate obſervations and ex- 
periments 1 have made upon the ſubject, I have 
never been able to confirm. Nor do we ever lee. 
nurſes infected in the Lock Hoſpital. where they 
live night and day with patients in all ſtages of the 
d:itemper. The fact ſeems to be. that patients are 
apt to impoſe upon themſelves, or upon phyſicians 
and furgeons, with regard to this matter; and the 
above opinion eaſily gains ground among the vul- 
gar, eſpecially in countries where ſuperitition is 
more prevalent, or where they are more influenced 
by their ſervile tuation in liſe, or other circum» 
ſtances. Hence we lometimes hear the molt ridi— 
cuſous accounts given in thoſe countries, by friars 
aud common ſoldiers of the manner in which they 


were intected with this dileate. 


Another quellion, which Jam equally unable 
to decide, 1s, Whether the venereal poiſon ever 
inſects any fluid of our body belides the mu— 
cus and lymphatic ſyſtem. Hence I am in doubt, 
whether the venereal poiſon in an infected woman 
ever affects the milk, and conſequently whether 
the infection can thus be conveyed to the infant 
by the nulk atone, without any venereal ulcers 
on or about the nipples. It 1s equally a matter 
of ungertaimy to me. whether the venereal dileale is 
ever CUnvey ed hom an uuected lather or mother, 


; by 
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by coition, to the ſcœtus, provided their genitals 
are ſound; or, whether a child 1s ever infected in 
the uterus of a deceaſed mother. Such infected 
inſants as came under my obſervation, and that 
of my friends, whoſe practice affords them fre- 
quent opportunities of ſceing new-born infants, 
ſeemed rather to militaſe againſt the opinion. 
Neither I myſelf, nor any of them, have been 
able to obſerve ulcers of a venereal kind upon 
new born children; and ſuch as make their ap- 
pearance four, fix, eight, or more days after. 
wards, on the genitals, anus, lips, mouth, &c. 
or the diſcharge like a gonorrhœa, which ſome- 
times takes place, may probably be ſuppoſed to 
ariſe by infection. during the pallage, from ulcers 
in the vagina of the mother. the {kin of the in- 
fant being then nearly as tender as thoſe parts 
which are not covered with the cuticle in adults; 
and this is perhaps the only time when an abſorp- 
tion of the venereal poiſon might take place with- 
out a previous excoriation or ulcer of the {kin, 

All the ways, therefore, by which the venereel 
poiſon may be communicated from an unhealii; 
to an healthy perſon, may be reduced to the fol- 
lowing heads. 

1. The moſt frequent method is, by the coition 
of an healthy perſon with another who 1s infected, 
either with a venereal gonorrhea, or venereal als 
cers of the genitals. 

2. By the common of an healthy perſon with 
another apparently healthy, in w hole genitals the 
poiſon hes concealed, wnhour having yet produced 
any bad ſymptoms, Inas, a wuumuan who hes 

perhaps 
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perhaps received an infection from a man two or 
three days before. may, during that time, infect, 
and often does infect, another man, without hav- 
ing any ſymptom of the diſeaſe viſible upon her- 
felf; and, vice ver/a, a man may infect a woman 
in the ſame manner. | 

g. By ſucking. In this caſe, the nipples of the 
wet nurſe may be infected by venereal ulcers in 
the mouth of the child ; Or, vice derſa, the nip- 
ples of the nurſe being infected, will occaſion ve- 
nereal ulcers in the child's noſe, mouth, or lips. 

4. By expoſing to the contact of the venereal 
poiſon any part of the body either covered with 
the cuticle or not, by kiſſing, touching. &c. eſpe- 
cially if the parts ſo expoled have been previouſly 
excoriated, wounded, or ulcerated, by any cauſe 
whatever. In this manner, we frequently ſez ve- 
nereal ulcers ariſe in the ſcrotum and thighs; and 
there are ſome well-atteſted inſtances where the 
infection took place in the hands of midwives or 
ſurgeons. I have likewile ſeen venereal ulcers 
produced in the noſtrils, eye-lids, and * of 
perſons who had touched the genitals either of 
themſelves or others affected with the gonorrhcea 
or venereal ulcers, and then rubbed their noſtrils, 
&c. with their fingers, without previouſly waſh- 
ing their hands. | 

5. By wounding any part of the body with a 
lancet or knife infected with the venereal virus. 
In this there 1s a ſimilarity between the venereal 
poiſon and that of the * We have ſeve- 
ral examples of the latter being produced by bleed- 


ing with a lancet which had been previouſly em- 


ployed 
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ployed for the 0 of inoculation, or of open- 
ing variolous pultles, without being properly 
cleaned afterwards; and Van Swieten relates ſeve- 
ral inſtances where the lues was communicated b 

a ſinilar careleſſneſs in cleaning the inſtrument 
uſed in bleeding or ſcarification. We had laſt year 
a melancholy example here of a young lady, who 
having drawn a decayed tooth, and replaced it 
with one taken immediately from a young woman 
apparently in health, was ſoon atter affected with 
an ulcer of the mouth. The lore manifeſted itſelf 
to be of a venereal nature: but ſuch was its obſti- 


nacy, that it reſiſted even the moſt powerful mer- 


curial remedies, terminating at laſt in a caries of 
the maxilla, with a molt {hocking eroſion of the 
mouth and face. by which the unhappy patient 
was deſtroyed ; and all this without the ſmalleſt 
diſorder being perceived in the woman from whom 
the ſound tooth was procured, 

No branch of the medical art has, as far as m 
knowledge extends, received ſo many valuable 
improvements from modern practice as the treat- 
ment of the different venereal complaints; and 
I] believe, that, amongſt the various diſeaſes to 
which mankind are ſubject, there 1s none of which. 
the cure is now more ealy and certain than the ve- 
nereal diſeaſe, if e þ and judiciouſly treated; 
but when neglected, or unſkilfully treated, it is 
often rendered obſtinate, and ſometimes nearly 
incurable: and it is a well-known truth, that 
many people ſuffer more, and have their conſti- 
tution broken by prepoſterous treatment in this 


dilcale, than perhaps by the diſeale itſelf, if they 
had 
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had applied nothing at all. Vet there is ſcarce 


any diſeaſe whatever in which more people pre- 


tend to ſkill than this: and among the whole herd 
of quacks, there 1s ſcarce one who does not pre- 
tend to ſome ſuperior knowledge, or to the poſ- 
ſeſſion of ſome particular noſtrum, which he lets 
forth as an infallible remedy for this diforder in all 
its various ſtages. Thus, with conſummate 1m- 
pudence, he impoles on ſuch patients as have the 
misfortune to fall into his hands. and who ſooner 
or later are generally ſure to ſuffer ſeverely for 
their credulity. It is, however, certain, that to 
be able to cure this diſtemper in all its various 
ſtages, requires not only a great degree of jurlg- 
ment in the choice and dole of the medicines. but 
likewiſe ſuch a thorough knowledge of the conſti- 
tution of the patient, as is not to be obtained but 
by a long experience and judicious oblervation. 

Him: more than common abilities are often re- 
quiſite perfectly and radicaily to cure a confirmed 
lues, or venereal complaints which have been pre- 
poſterouſly treated. The great number of un— 
fortunate victims to 1gnorance and rapacity, which 
we daily obſerve, are but lo many confirmations 
of the truth of this aſſertion. 

From the molt authentic accounts, it cannot be 
doubted that venereal complaints were formerly 
much more violent, dreadful, and even not unfre- 
quently fatal. This is —— imputed to the 
more malignant nature of the poiſon at that time; 
and it is imagined that afterwards it grew more 
mild. But this opinion ſeems to me to be del- 
titute of any ſolid foundation. I have ſeen the 

dileaſe, 
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diſeaſe, and all its different ſhapes, not in ten or 
twenty, but in hundreds of inſtances, as violent 
and inveterate as ever deſcribed by any author of 
the 16th or 17th century. All that can be ſaid is, 
that we ſee thoſe dreadful] complaints now more 
ſeldom in Europe in general. This, I think, is 
not owing to the difference of climate, as ſome 
might imagine; but to the improvements made in 
the treatment of this diſeaſe, and more eſpecially 
to the enlightened principles of humanity ſpread- 
ing all over Furope, and happilv ſucceeding the 
barbarous ſuperſſition and crueliy of former times. 
We no longer abhor or expole thoſe poor un- 
happy wretches on the dunghill, or let them die, 
as the Kalmucks do their brethren and children 
affected with the ſmall-pox, without giving them 
the leall aſſiſtance: both fexes, being in our times 
leſs expoled to the prejudice of others, apply ſooner 
for relief, and obtain it more eaſily from more 
humane and better inſtructed perſons; and I am 
perſuaded it is owing principally to this, that the 
diſeaſe is not only leſs frequent, but in all its dif- 
ferent ſymptoms leſs violent, in this capital, than 
in any other in Europe. People of the lower claſs 
have not only ſo many holpitals or diſpenſaries, 
where they get advice and medicines from unpre- 
judiced and {kilful perſons, for nothing; but thoſe 
of the female ſex, who would be perhaps detained 
by ſhame from applying to ſuch a place, eaſily find 
a gentleman who gives them money to ſupport 
them during their miſerable ſituation, and as eaſily 
a medical man who cures them without expecting 
any remuneration whatſoever, I know this is no- 

where 
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where the caſe abroad; beſides, the generality of 


phyſicians and ſurgeons, not having the advantage 
of ſuch a liberal education, have more confined no- 
tions, and often but a very ſuperficial knowledge of 
this diſeaſe. Our phyſicians and ſurgeons do not 
think themſelves authoriſed to reproach their vene- 
real patients with their miſery in a rude and inhu- 
man manner, or to let thoſe poor creatures ſuffer as 
inſtruments of his vengeance, or, 1a order to pleaſe 
God Almighty, hk themſelves appointed by 
Heaven to puniſh rather than relieve them, as I 
have a thouſand times heard even in great capitals 
in different parts of the continent. Our magi— 
ſtrates and police do not force theſe wretches into 
a priſon, or into an hoſpital, nut very different from 
a priſon, but put in their way all poſſible means 
to procure relief for themſelves. In other coun- 
tries, where government purlues a different plan, 
where patients have no place of reſort, where 
they are expoled to die of hunger during the cure, 
or where they are even 3 from applying 
in time, in thoſe countries I have frequently ſeen 
the diſorder in its moſt horrid ſtages, and ſuch as 
are almoſt unknown 1n this country. In ſhort, 
let a perſon make the tour of Europe, and only 
take notice of the venereal patients, as well thoſe 
who are confined in hoſpitals. as thoſe who live or 
die unnoticed, under the molt horrid ſymptoms of 
this diſeaſe, in their private abodes ; and he will be 
able to form as ſolid a judgment of the compara- 
tive progreſs of enlightened principles of govern- 
ments in different countries, from theſe obſerva- 
nons, as irom any other enquiry whatſoever. He 

| will 
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ö will be aſtoniſhed to find at this day ſuch a differ- 


ence between the ſeveral governments with 5 
to barbarity and humanity, as I found with reſpect 
to ſcience, not many years ago, between two mo- 
dern univerſities; I mean Getiingen and Louvain. 
In the former, every inſtitution is calculated to in- 
culcate upon the minds of young men every kind 
of uſeful knowledge, and the moſt liberal princi- 
ples of philanthropy ; whereas, in the latter, every 
thing ſeems to conſpire to keep the youth in ſu- 

erſtition and ignorahce, and to engrave in their 
ache all the principles of intolerance, and hatred 
of true learning of every kind, for which we now 
ſo juſtly blame our forefathers. 

I have at leaſt hitherto found the frequency and 
the violence of venereal complaints in different 
countries, to be exactly in proportion to the de- 
gree in which learning is encouraged by govern- 
ment, and liberal principles diſſeminated among 
the people. From theſe obſervations, I am con- 
vinced, that if a judicious plan, with proper regu- 
lations and precautions, was . by any go- 
vernment, in whatever climate, all the violent 
ſymptoms of the venereal diſeaſe would not onl 
be rendered uncommon, but the diſeaſe elt 
might be, if not entirely eradicated, at leaſt greatly 
diminiſhed in its frequency; but ſuch a plan, 
though eaſily conceived and executed, ſeems not 
yet adapted to the taſte of the preſent age, but 
perhaps rather calculated for our humane and 
more enlightened poſterity. 
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On CLars (BLENNORRHAGIA.) 


F Wha E Cab (Blennorrhagia) or as it is com- 
monly called the vrulent GonorrheaF, is a 
local inflammation. attended with the diſcharge of 
a puriform matter from the urethra in men, and 
from the vagina in women; accompanied with a 
frequent deſire of making water, which occaſions 
a {calding, or pricking and burning pain, during 
the time of its paſſage; and ariſing from any 
ſtimulus applied to thoſe parts, provided it be ſuf- 
ficiently ſtrong. Sometimes, by the violence of 
the irritation, the ſecretion of mucus ſeems to be 

totally 
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* The name Gonorrhea is derived from the Greek n, genitura, 
ſemen, and 2 Aub. 1. e. fluxns ſeminis; Which is a very improper 
name for the diſorder in queſtion, becauſe it conveys an erroneous 
idea. The name Gonorrhva implics a diſcharge of ſemen, which 
never takes place in this di ſorder. If a Greek name is to be tetained, 
I would call it Blanorrhagia, from GN mucus, and p<, fluo, 
f. c. Mucifinins (afivuas); and thus diſtinguiſh it both from real ge- 
norr hæas, and from glects, to Which latter 1 would give the name 
Blenorrhæa, Mucifiuxus (paſſirus), i. c. without phlogiſtic ſymptoms. 
In Engliſh, the diſeaſe is commonly called a Clap, from the old 
French word ciap:er. a ſingle lodging of a common woman - 1n Ger- 
man, a 7rigper, from dripping; and in French, a Chaude-piſſe, from 
the heat and ſcalding in making water: names derived from the 

rincipal ſymptoms oft the diſeaſe. See the Nojological Table of this 
bilcaſe at the end ot che following chapter, 


85 


5 r K "PO 
; I ae. A * 2 
r 


1 


* _— Ser 1 2 
WS . * * 
K 2 . * 1 3 _— 
ny ® + bY 
» * 


* 
3 


n 17 


totally ſuſpended, or at leaſt conſiderably dimi- 
niſhed, ſo that no diſcharge, or only a very ſmall 
one, takes place, tho' the other ſymptoms rage with 
the utmoſt violence. In this cafe, the diſeaſe has 
obtained the very improper name of gonorrhea 


ficca, as if we were to lay, fluxus ſemints fine fluxu. 


Another ſymptom is a violent pain during erec- 
tion, from the tenſion of the frenum, which has 
obtained the peculiar name of Chorde?; but as 
theſe diſtinQions denote only the violence of ſome 
particular ſymptom, there is no occaſion for re- 
taining them. 

This diſtemper, we may obſerve, 1. Is a local 
inflammation; and therefore, like all others of 
the ſame kind, does but ſeldom affect the whole 
ſyſtem. 2. The diſcharge, though the matter has 
a purulent appearance, is not a real pus, much 
leſs /emen, as ſome patients fancy. The matter 
diſcharged is nothing elſe but merely the mucus 
of the urethra or vagina ſecreted in a larger quan- 
tity than uſual, and changed in its colour and con- 
filtence by the ſtimulus applied to the parts; like 
the mucous diſcharge from the noſe or lungs in 
a coryza, or. cough from cold, where the mucus 
aſſumes nearly the ſame purulent appearance. It 
is an erroneous notion, that this Ch ariſes 
always from an ulcer in the urethra. In ninety- 
nine out of an hundred gonorrhœas, perhaps, 
there is no ſuch thing as an ulcer; but the diſeaſe 
is merely a ſuperficial inflammation of the internal 
membrane of the urethra, like that above men- 
tioned of the mucous membrane of the noſe or 

B lungs 
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lungs from cold*. For in this laſt caſe, though 


the diſcharge has much the appearance of purulent 
matter, we know that it never proceeds from an 
ulcer in the noſe or lungs. Thus we may eaſily 
account for the quantity of the matter diſcharged; 
and have no reaſon to be ſurpriſed, that ſo large 
an excretion as is frequently obſerved in violent 
gonorrhœas, ſhould fo little affect the conſtitution :- 
while if an equal quantity of ſemen, or real pus, 
was diſcharged, we ſhould find the conſtitution 
and ftrength of our patients materially injured; 
which is, however, but ſeldom the cale, even in 
the moſt virulent gonorrhteas. g. I have ſaid, 
that the diſcharge may proceed from any ys 
o 


* This has deen hitherto rather ſuppoſed, than proved by any 
direct fact. Anatomiſts examining the urethra of men who had la- 
boured during their lifetime repeatedly under gonorrhœas, found, 
after death, no cicatrix in the urethra ; and thence the concluſion 
was drawn, that gonorrhœas were generally not accompanied with 
an ulceration. This, however, would, in my opinion, prove little 
or nothing; as we ſce daily, that ſhancres on the prepuce or glans, 
though ſometimes pretty deep, go off, and are a — time after ſo 
obliterated, that not the leaſt mark of a former ulcer or cicatriſation 
is to be ſeen, To conclude thence, that there has never been any 
ulcer, becauſe in ſuch a cadaver we find no cicatriſation on the 
prepuce or glans, would in this caſe be evidently wrong. But what 
anatomiſts have hitherto only ſuppoſed, is now made evident by m 
friend Dr Stoll, Profeſſor of the Practice of Phyſie at Vienna, e 
had two years ago the inſtructive opportunity of diſſecting a man who 
died in his hoſpital, while labouring under a virulent gonorrhœa. 
On opening the urethra carefully, he found its internal ſurface pre- 
ternaturally red ; two of the lymphatics preternaturally white and 
enlarged; and the puriform matter oozing out from the internal 
membrane, eſpecially at the lacuna, where the ſeat of the diſorder 
was, Without the leaſt appearance ot an ulceration or excoriation. 
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of ſufficient power applied to the parts. To diſ- 
cuſs this latter ſubject more fully, I ſhall conſider 
it under the three following heads. 

I. I am of opinion, that virulent gonorrhœas, 
* arifing from an external cauſe, are actually ex- 
cited by the {ſtimulus applied to the cavity of the 
* urethra itſelf;“ and that conſequently, in coi- 
tion, the virulent mucus of the vagina 1s driven, 
or, if I might ſo ſay, forced into the urethra, and 
not, as ſome writers have imagined, abſorbed by 
the Iymphatics of the glans penis, and thence de- 
poſited at the lacuna under the frenum.—lt ſuch 
an abſorption actually took place, we ſhould every 
day obſerve virulent runnings ſeated low down in 
the urethra, as well as under the frænum; whereas 
this is ſeldom or never the caſe. The ſeat of theſe 
gonorrhœas is always originally in the lacuna un- 
der the frænum; and thoſe which are found to 
have their ſeat at the curvatura penis, or lower 
down in the urethra, are not ſo at the commence- 
ment of the diſeaſe, or ariſe from an internal cauſe. 
What has been ſaid of the impoſſibility of ſuch an 
immediate application of the virus to the inſide of 
the urethra, becaule its orifice 1s cloſely ſhut up 
during erection, and therefore admits not of any 
ſuch introduction, appears to me only to be rea- 
ſoning from an ill- grounded theory*®, 
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What is ſaid here relates only to thoſe gonorrhteas which ariſe 
from a cauſe externally applied. But though venereal gonorrhœas 
do generally ariſe from an external cauſe, it is highly probable to 
me, that they may ſometimes be excited by the poiſon depoſited 
trom the maſs, as we fee not unfrequently with regard to ihaucress 
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II. I ſhall prove, both from well-eſtabliſhed 


principles, and from practical obſervations, ** that 
* gonorrhœas not _y may, but moſt frequently 
* do, ariſe from the ſame venereal poiſon which, 
ee applied to other parts of the body, produces 
„ ſhancres, or other ſymptoms of the lues.”— 
It has of late been aſſe 
ficians of eminence, that the poiſon which pro- 
duces a gonorrhcea, is different from that which 
roduees the lues; and ſeveral ſpecious arguments 
— been bought in favour of this paradoxical 


opinion. This diſpute concerning the nature of 


gonorrhœas, leads me into a diſcuſſion the more 
agreeable, as it is of conſiderable importance in 

ractice, and as experiments and obſervations will, 

think, enable me to prove not only the contrary, 
but perfectly to reconcile the different opinions, 
and thus ſet the matter in a clear light, and free 
it from that obſcurity in which it has been hi- 
therto involved. I enter therefore into the diſcuſ- 
ſion of this ſubject with the conſideration of the 
different reaſons alledged for that favourite doc- 
trine. 

Firſt, It is ſaid, That the poiſon which produces 
the gonorrhea does never, like that of ſhancres, pro- 
duce any venereal ſymptoms in the maſs, or the lues 
2t/eif. To this I reply, that though a lues is 
ſeldom produced by a gonorrhea, yet we are 
by no means to look upon this as univerſally 
true. The reaſon why gonorrhœas do not, like 
ſhancres, conſtantly produce the lues, is, that 
molt of them, if not ill treated, excite only a ſu- 
perficial inflammation in the internal membrane 
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of the urethra, without any ulceration. Hence ab- 
ſorption cannot eaſily take place, the poiſon being 
out of the courſe of the circulation. But I have ſeen 
gonorrhœas, through injudicious treatment, or 
where the diſeaſe had been originally accompanied 
with an ulcer of the urethra, followed by the moſt 
unequivocal ſymptoms of the lues itſelf. The 
reaſon why the venereal poiſon indeed, when ap- 
plied to the urethra, does not ſo frequently pro- 
duce ulcers as when applied to the glans, prepuce, 
and other external parts, is, that the internal mem- 
brane of the urethra is defended by a large quan- 
tity of mucus, the ſecretion of which 1s moreover 
augmented, ſometimes to a ſurpriſing degree, by 
the preſent ſtimulus. As long as this mucus 1s 
ſecreted in ſuch abundance, the poilon is invelo- 
ped, the urethra defended, and thus the forma- 
tion of ulcers effeQually prevented ; but if, either 


from the violence of the irritation, or from any 


other cauſe, this ſecretion is diminiſhed, or if by 
improper injections the mucus be waſhed away 
while ſome of the poiſon remains, I am of opi- 
nion, from more than twenty inſtances which oc- 
curred to me, that in nine ſuch caſes out of ten, 
an excoriation or ulceration of the urethra, and 
ſubſequent pox, will be as certainly the conſe- 
quence, as from venereal ulcers in any other part 
of the body. If there was the ſame quantity of 
mucus between the prepuce and the glans, as there 
is in the cavity of the urethra, we ſhould as ſel- 
dom ſee ulcers there as we do in the urethra in 
caſes of ſimple gonorrhea, We obſerve, that 
when the poiſon meets there with a large quantity 
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of mucus, as is ſometimes the caſe, it then pro- 
duces no ulcers, but only a great ſecretion of puri- 
form mucus, which 1s called a gonorrhea ſhurta, 
but might with more propriety be termed a Blen- 
norrhiagia balani, i. e. an active diſcharge from the 


: pms or corona glandis. The reaſon why this 


ind of running is leſs frequent than thoſe from 
the urethra, appears to me to be, the ſmall quantity 
of mucus which in moſt people is ſecreted in theſe 
parts; whence the virus, not being ſufficiently dilu- 
ted, commonly produces theſe eroſions, or vene- 
real ulcers, called ſhancres.—This likewile receives 
a conſiderable confirmation from the well-known 
fact, that women very ſeldom have ſhancres in 
the vagina, though very frequently in the labia 

5 and nymphæ. The mere want of a ſuf. 
* quantity of mucus on the latter, accounts, 
in my opinion, ſufficiently for this effect. 

Secondly, They maintain, that the Nee of the 
gonorrhea never produces ſhancres, and that the poi- 


on of ſhancres never produces a gonorrhæa. In con- 


ſirmation of this aſſertion it has been ſaid, that a 
perfon who has ſhancres will never communicate 
any other complaint but ſhancres, and that a per- 
ſon who has a gonorrhoea cannot communicate 
any thing but a gonorrhoea, I will not deny that 
this is frequently the caſe ; but repeated and at- 
tentive obſervation authoriſes me to ſay, that, like 
too many other medical writers, they have drawn 
a general concluſion from a few obſervations fa- 
vourable to their own preconceived opinion, For 
in many caſes where I had occaſion to examine 
both parties, I have been convinced, that ſhancres 

were 
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were communicated by a perſon affected with a 
ſimple virulent gonorrhœa; and, vice ver/a, that 
a virulent gonorrhœa had been the conſequence of 
an infection from a perſon having ſimple ſhancres 
only. But there is a more {ſtriking proof than 
this, which has not been taken notice of, viz. 
if a patient afflicted with a venereal running 
does not take care to keep the prepuce and plans 
perfectly clean, ſhancres will very often be pro- 
duced, the cauſe of which may evidently be traced 
to the matter of the gonorrhea. This is one of 
the principal reaſons why in cafes of gonorrhea 
we inſiſt ſo much on the parts being kept clean; 
experience having taught us, that ſhancres fre- 
quently ariſe from negligence in this particular, 
even ſometimes after the running has conſiderably 
abated. For the ſame reaſon, I conſtantly order 
theſe patients to keep their hands clean; having 
ſeen repeated inſtances of venereal ulcers in the 
noſe and eye-lids being the conſequence of this 
neglet. But beſides this, will any man of the 
medical proſeſſion doubt, that matter taken from 
a ſhancre, and applied to the urethra, would not 
produce a gonorrhea ? This is an experiment 
which I certainly ſhould not venture to try on my- 
ſelf. 1 muit conclude, therefore, that though the 
writers who have aſſigned this ſecond reaſon may 
be right in a few caſes which fell under their own 
obſervation, they are wrong in deducing a general 
rule from a few facts; as I myſelf ſhould be, in con- 
cluding from ſeveral contrary inſtances which I 
have obſerved, that a gonorrhea always commu— 
nicates ſhancres, and ſhancres always a gonorrhea, 
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 —Some caſes of this kind I have ſeen, as already 
mentioned, where, in the fourth or fifth week of 
an 1]]-treated gonorrhea, or from a neglect of ex- 
ternal cleanlineſs, ſhancres have been produced in 
places that had been perſectly well beſore: but 
this ſurely would be a very ſlender reaſon for aſ- 
ſerting, that ſuch is always the caſe. Theſe ſhan- 
eres ariſing from the matter of a gonorrhœa, were, 
to my 3 conſtantly as virulent and in- 
fectious as original ones; and, like theſe, when 
left to themſelves, produced the ſame pernicious 
ſymptoms in the body; and if a perſon who has 
ſuch ulcers was to believe that they are not vene- 
real, nor capable of bringing on the lues, becauſe 
they ſo plainly originated from the matter of a go- 
norrhcea, he certainly would find himſelf moſt ql 
agreeably miſtaken. 

Thirdly, The laſt, and, in their opinion, the 
moſt unanſwerable reaſon for believing that the 
virus of a gonorrhea, and of a confirmed lues, 
are materially different, 1s, as they ſay, that mer- 
cury never contributes to, or accelerates the cure of a 
gonorrhea ; but that, on the contrary, every gonor- 
Than may be certainly cured without mercury, a 
without any danger of leaving the lues behind. 
To this I reply, that it 1s indeed a certain and 
authenticated fact, that a great many gonorrhœas 
may be, and are, cured without mercury. I have 
ſeen many inſtances, where water, drunk for a 
cornitcierable time, has cured the gonorrhcea fully 
as weil as any medicine whatever. Nature is ver 
often able to effect a cure in acute diſtempers, if 
we would allow her to proceed undiſturbed in her 

operations. 
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operations. Nature, when irritated by the poiſon, 
well excite a greater ſecretion of mucus than uſual, 
in the ſame manner as the lachrymal gland pours 
out a larger quantity of water when a grain of 
2 fand falls into the eye. This larger quantity of 
2 mucus anſwers the purpoſe of diluting the poiſon 
as effectually as any medicine artificially injected. 
Beſides, the poiſon is by this means, not only di- 
luuted, but carried off in part by the running; and 
the modern practice of curing gonorrhœas. by in- 
jecting ſweet oil, or other mucilaginous liquors, 
into the urethra, does nothing but aſſiſt Nature in 
this ſalutary work. | © 
But though I allow that gonorrhœas may ge- 
z nerally be cured without mercury, yet repeated 
experience has ſhown me, that 1t 1s not always 
poſſible to accompliſh a cure in ſuch an agrees» 
able manner, In thoſe caſes where the gonor- 
rhaœa is of a milder kind, without any 1 ar 
excoriation in the urethra, it may 2 and 
radically be cured without uſing a grain of mer- 
cury: and though mercury ſhould be given in 
ſuch caſes internally, it cannot have the leaſt effect; 
not becauſe the diſeaſe does not proceed from a 
venereal poiſon, but becauſe it lies out of the 
teach of the circulation. 

Z To what is further alleged, that mercury never 
= -ſhows any power in accelerating the cure of a go- 
Z norrhcea, I reply, That they not only confound 
the runnings which ariſe from the venereal virus, 
with thoſe which are occaſioned by other cauſes ; 
but that they do not make a proper diſtinction be- 


's 


tpeen the internal uſe of mercury and the topical 


application 
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application of it. I readily allow, that mercury 
given internally cannot cure ſimple gonorrhceas, 
as the cauſe of the diſeaſe lies out of its reach. 
But the ſame conſequence cannot be drawn con- 
cerning its topical application. I am indeed per- 
fectly convinced, not only that mucilaginous in- 
jections, combined with mild mercurial prepara- 
tions, contribute to the cure, but that they are the 
ſafeſt, ſpeedieſt, and beſt of all methods for that 
purpoſe: though I do not deny, that in ſimple go- 
norrhœas mercury applied in this way does not 
always produce beneficial effects; which, however, 
is olten owing, I think, to the ule of improper 
preparations. 

It muſt alſo be obſerved, that in this diſpute the 
contending parties ſeem to have entirely over- 
looked the diſtinction between the ſimple venereal 

onorrhœa, and that combined with an ulceration 
of the urethra: and of ſuch importance is it to 
attend to this diſtinction, that daily experience 
ſhows us, that runnings of the latter kind are not 
only cured more ſafely and expeditiouſly by the 
uſe of mercury, but that they are very often, if 
not always, totally incurable without it ; and that 
the gleets remaining after theſe gonorrhœas, tho 
they obſtinately reſiſt all other remedies, yet fre- 
quently very readily yield to the uſe of mercury, 
either externally or internally applied. I can even 
affirm with certainty, that a gleet of this latter 
kind, of any ſtanding, can never be radically cured 
without it. 

I now proceed to examine the laſt part of this ob- 


zection, viz. That a gonorrhea never leaves a 
behi 
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behind. This they have, no doubt, very frequently 
obſerved ; but here they fall into the ſame miſtake 
as formerly, by not diſtinguiſhing ſimple gonor- 
rhoeas from thoſe accompanied with an ulceration 
of the uretha. Indeed it muſt be allowed, that 
an abſorption cannot eaſily take place in ſimple 
gonorrhoeas: though I confeſs it to be yet a 
matter of doubt with me, whether even in this 


2 caſe an abſorption and conſequent lues do not 
* /ometimes happen; at leaſt we have not a ſufficient 


number of obſervations to determine this point 


7 with certainty. 


But whatever may be the caſe in ſimple gonor- 
rhoeas, 1t 1s certain, that when the diſeaſe 1s ac- 


3 companied with an ulcer of the urethra, the parts 


are then diſpoſed to an abſorption of the virus. In 
theſe circumſtances, I never met with a ſingle pa- 
tient in whom this abſorption did not take place ; 


and, i early recourſe was not had to mercury, the 
lues nt certainly was the conſequence. I have 
alſo mei wich ſeveral inſtances, where, from the 
accidental wounding of a ſmall blood - veſſel in the 
urethra by the un{kilful application of the ſyringe 
or catheter, the virus of a ſimple gonorrhœa has 


been abſorbed, and produced unequivocal venereal 


ſymptoms in the ſyſtem, which, notwithſtanding 
their origin, yielded very readily to mercury. We 
may therefore aſſuredly conclude, that there are 


# ſome gonorrhœas which cannot be cured without 


mercury; though there are others which may be 
removed, without the uſe of that remedy, and 


without any bad conſequence enſuing, An ac- 


count 
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count of ſome inſtances which came under my 
obſervation, will ſet this matter in a clearer light. 

A young man of about twenty-three years of 
age, in perfect health, happened to be infected 
with a ſimple gonorrhœa, without any other ve- 
nereal ſymptom. The running had been injudi- 
ciouſly ſtopped ; the conſequence of which was 
a total ſuppreſſion of urine. A ſurgeon was called 
and the patient being unable to bear any longer the 
pain from the diſtention of the bladder, recourſe 
was had to the catheter. But on approaching the 
neck of the bladder, a great reſiſtance was found, 


which prevented the inſtrument from being fur- * 


ther introduced, though every poſſible method was 
tried. After waiting a little while, a ſecond at- 
tempt was made but without ſucceſs. As the 


pain increaſed, and from the accumulation of 


urine there was great danger of a rupture of the 


bladder, a paſlage for the catheter was at laſt 
forced with as little violence as poſſible ; which was 
ſucceeded by ſome drops of blood from the ure- 
thra, and followed by a large diſcharge of urine. * 


By proper treatment, the patient recovered ina few 
days from this dreadful ſymptom ; the gonorrhea 
came on again; and, in a ſhort time after, he was 
thoroughly cured, as we imagined. But ſoon after, 


although there had not been the leaſt appearance of 
a ſhancre throughout the whole courſe of the 


diſeale, an exoſtoſis, with a violent pain about 


the middle of the ſternum, made its appearance. 
Mercury was adminiſtered; in a few days the pa- 
tient found himſelf better, and in five weeks was 


perfectly cured. Now, from an attentive conſi- 
deration 
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deration of this caſe, I would aſk an unprejudiced 


perſon, Whether it is not reaſonable to ſuppoſe, 
that by forcing 1n the catheter ſome veſſel had been 
wounded, in conſequence of which the abſorption 
took place; that the patient was from that mo- 


ment infected, and afterwards cured in the ſame 


manner as if he had received the infection from a 
2 ſhancre® ? | 


A gentleman of about forty years of age, who 


4 formerly had laboured under different gonorrhœas 
till within theſe laſt five or fix years, got a clap; 


which he found, as he ſaid, rather mild, without 
much pain in making water, and hardly any pain 
in erection the firſt five or fix days; when, after 
violent exerciſe, he ſelt the whole urethra, but 
eſpecially the neck of the bladder, more irritated ; 
for which, however, he took nothing but a mer- 
curial purgative, and rubbed into the perineum 


2 ſome mercurial ointment every day. 'Theſe _ 


toms, together with the running, were nearly 


gone in eight days, leaving only a little ſoreneſs 
in the perinzum. But the complaint for which 


he now conſulted me was a pain in the xyphoid 


cartilage, 


* — 


— 


. 


* The different period of time at which the venereal diſeaſe and 


me gonorrhcea firſt appeared, has alſo been urged as an argument 
for the difference between the virus of the gonorrhcea and that of 


the ſyphilis, But it is abſurd to oppoſe uncertainty to uncertainty : 
we are, I think, as ignorant of the preciſe period when the lues 
firſt appeared, as we are of that of the gonorrhœa.—It has been 
aſſerted, that the inhabitants of the South-Sea iſlands, though af- 


flicted with the lues, are yet free from the gonorrhea, But Captain 
Kix, who ſucceeded Captain Clerk in the late voyage round the 
world, aſſured me that this was falſe, and that hc himſelf had ſeen 


many of them with the matter dripping from their urethra, 
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cartilage, ſo violent indeed, that he even could 
not bear the touch. I adviſed him to rub in ſome 
more mercurial ointment into the perinæum for a 
couple of days: when I faw him again, the pain 
was not milder, but had left its former place, and 
occupied now the middle of the ſternum, which 
troubled him eſpecially laſt night. I ordered him 
to take mercury internally ; by the uſe of which, 
this complaint in a ſhort time after diſappeared, — 
See allo the Cale related p. 4. 

Thus far I have anſwered the arguments which 
were adduced to prove, that the gonorrhea is 


never of a venereal nature, or, in other words, 
that it never proceeds from a poiſon of the ſame ® 
nature with the lues. But though I have ſhown Þ} 
that this doctrine is exceptionable, yet I am far 


from maintaining that all gonorrhœas ariſe from 
the venereal virus. On the contrary, ' 


III. I am convinced, from experiments made | 


on myſelf, and from oblervations made upon 
others, that gonorrhœas are ſometimes produ- 
„ ced from other acrimonies, or ſtimuli, applied 
* to the urethra, with nearly the ſame ſymptoms 
* as we obſerve in a venereal gonorrhea ;” nay, 
I am now even inclined to believe, that ſuch 
gonorrhœas may ſometimes be propagated as well 


as venereal ones. Whether the gonorrhœas, of i 


which we have an account in ſome ancient wri— 
ters, were of that nature, I am unable to deter- 
mine ; and therefore forbear to enter upon the 
ſubject. I ſhall only juſt obſerve, that the go. 


norrhœas, I am here ſpeaking. of, are very 
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ux of mucus from the proſtate gland. Theſe 
e latter complaints, ariſing chiefly from a weakneſs 
a of the excretories of thele parts, occaſioned by an 
n abuſe of venery, and eſpecially by maſturpation, 


d do not come within my preſent plan. 
h Il proceed, therefore, to the main point, viz. to 
m prove, that local inflammations of the urethra, 
n, accompanied with the running called generally 
— Gonorrhœa, are not always of a venereal nature, 
neither in men nor women. This idea firſt occurs 
ch red to me from having frequently obſerved in 
is Wſtone-horſes a kind of running of a greeniſh yel- 
Is, low matter from the urethra, This running, 
ne which ariſes from cauſes {till unknown to me, I 
vn have ſeen laſt only for a few days, and then go 
ar off ſpontaneouſly. The ſame, and that more fre- 
m quently, I have obſerved in dogs, without per- 
ceiving that they ſeemed to ſuif-r much pain 
de from it; and though indeed they continued to 
on Nick the part almolt conſtantly, they were never 
ju- affected with any ulcer of the mouth. I have 
ed beſides, for theſe many years paſt, been conſult- 
ms Wed, by a variety of patients, for runnings very 
ay, var to venereal gonorrhœas, but often ſo mild 
ch in their ſymptoms, and ſo ſhort in their duration, 
ell That I began to doubt of their venereal nature. 1 
of Have ſeen married people, who lived together in 
i- he moſt perſect harmony and friendihip, where 
er- Wie one was affected with ſuch a diſch ge for 
the {Weveral days, without communicating fe leaſt 
o- Imptom to the other. With tome of\them I 
Gif. e been moſt intimately acquainted; and con- 
the Finccd without a doubt, that they were faithfully 
lux | attached 
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attached to each other; and that therefore the . 


diſeaſe muſt have been owing to ſome other cauſe. 
All theſe obſervations taken together, led me 


to believe, that ſome kinds of running might 


rea owe their — — not to the venereal poi- 
on, but to ſome different cauſe, either external 


or internal. I began to ſuſpect, that a diſcharge 


might be produced by any ſtimulus applied to 
the urethra, whether venereal or not, provided 
it be ſufficiently acrid to excite an inflammation, 2 
and conſequent preternatural ſecretion of mucus? 
from the urethra; juſt as coryzas, accompanied 
with a large preternaturally coloured ſecretion 
from the mucous membrane of the noſe, ariſe? 
from other cauſes. Having revolved theſe idea 
in my mind for ſeveral years, I determined at laſt 
to make an experiment upon myſelf, which 
ſhould either confirm the theory I had laid down 
or entirely overthrow it. With this view, I tools 
fix ounces of water, and dropped into it as much 
of cauſtic volatile alkali, as gave the mixture 
very ſharp fiery taſte. This liquor I injected intd 
the urethra, compreſſing the canal with the finf 
gers of my other hand below the frænum, that i 
might be 1 from going further, and thu 
be applied to the very part which is — thy 
ſeat of the venereal gonorrhea. The moment | 
touched the inſide of the urethra, I felt ſuch at 
unſupportable pain, that I could not retain | 
for a ſingle ſecond; but withdrew the ſyringe 
much againſt my will, almoſt at the inſtant « 
injection, and the injected liquor ran out. Bi 
though the pain continued very ſevere for ha 


Nn ek 4 FR 33 


2 quarter of an hour, I reſolved to make a 
ſecond trial. It occaſioned a more ſevere pain 
than I ever remember to have felt in my life 
before, yet I retained it for very near the ſpace 
of a minute ; when the pain became ſo excruct- 
ating that I could bear it no longer, and there- 
fore withdrew the ſyringe. I inſtantly felt a 
ſtrong deſire to make water; but having taken 
this precaution before I made the experiment, I 
ſuppreſled the inclination. I lay down on my 
"5-4 rh and waited the event with patience ; but 
ſo violent was the pain, that it was near an hour 
before I was able to move. I then amuſed my- 
ſelf with reading during the remainder of the 
afternoon, eat my dinner as uſual, but went early 
to bed. I was now obliged to make water, which 
I had not done fince the time of injecting the li- 
quor. When the urine came to the place to which 
the injection had been applied, I felt a very ſe- 
vere pain, but leſs violent than what I expected. 
Having ſlept well during the night, I examined 
the part as ſoon as I awaked next morning, and 
found a pretty large diſcharge of puriform mat- 
ter, of the ſame 'greeniſh-yellow colour with 
that in virulent gonorrheeas. The pain in mak- 
ing water was now greatly nas and the 
following night my reſt was interrupted by 
ainfu] involuntary erections. The morning 
after, the diſcharge was much more plentiful, 
nearly of the ſame colour, only perhaps a little 
more greeniſh; the pain in making water, how- 
ever, was now lo violent, that I reſolved to miti- 
gate it by injecting ſome Ta oil of almonds. 
. By 
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By this it was greatly abated; the running con- 
tinued five days, the pain all the while growing 
remarkably leſs in the part affected. But I now 
oblerved very diſtinctly a new inflammation ta- 
king place lower down in the urethra, where I 
had felt nothing before, and where none of the 
injection had touched. This new inflammation 
began, as it ſeemed to me, at the very border of 
the former, extending itſelf lower down in the 
urethra; and was followed by a copious dif- 
charge, attended with the ſame ſymptoms as be- 
fore, and continued for ſix days; at the end of 
which, all the fymptoms were greatly abated. But 
now, to my ſurpriſe, I felt diſtinctly the ſymptoms 
of a third inflammation taking place, extending 
from the border of the former about the caput 
gallinaginis to the very neck of the bladder, and 
attended by an ardor urinz, and copious diſcharge 
like the preceding. At this I was ſeriouſly alarmed; 
for I had conſtantly injected the warm oil of al- 
monds three times a-day. I perceived that the in- 
{lammation firſt excited by the cauſtic alkali was 
molt evidently communicated from one part of 
the urethra to the other; whence I was afraid, 
that an inflammation of the whole internal ſur- 


face of the bladder might at length enſue, and be 


attended perhaps with dangerous conſequences. In 
this ſituation I continued betwixt hope and fear 
for about ſeven or eight days; when I found at 
laſt, to my great ſatisfaction, this inflammation 
gradually abate, together with the diſcharge, with» 
out paſſing the limits of the urethra ; and I was 


perfectly freed lrom every ſymptom of theſe three 
| diſtinct 
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diſtinct gonorrhœas, as I might call them, at the 
end of the ſixth week. 

From this experiment upon myſelf, together 
with the above-mentioned obſervations, and from 
a very curious obſervation, fince related in a diſ- 
ſertation publiſhed by Dr Oettinger of Tubin- 
gen, where a diſcharge from the urethra, appa- 
rently ſimilar to that of a virulent r 
was produced by the internal uſe of olive oil, 
which had been wrung out of red Turkiſh 
yarn, on which it had been poured before, 
the reader may judge, whether acrimonious ſub- 
Rances, of a d; erent kind from the venereal vi- 
rus, ſuch as cancerous ichor, or perhaps other 
ſtimuli applied to the urethra, may not ſome- 
times produce the ſame ſymptoms as the cauſtic 
did in my experiment, and the oil in Dr Oettin- 
ger's obſervation. I certainly believe, that run- 
nings ſimilar to a gonorrhea from the venereal 
virus, are ſometimes produced from other cauſes, 
only perhaps with milder ſymptoms, and of 
ſhorter continuance; tho' on myſelf I could not 
perceive any difference in the colour, conſiſtence, 
or other circumſtances. - And I now look upon 
the following facts as thoroughly eſtabliſhed, 
viz. 1. That gonorrhœas frequently ariſe from 
the ſame venereal poiſon applied to the inſide of 
the urethra, which, when applied to the glans, 
prepuce, &c. produces ſhancres, or when ab- 
ſorbed into the ſyſtem, produces the lues; and, 
2. That there are gonorrhœas which owe their 
w_ either to acrimonious ſubſtances introdu- 
ced into the urethra ab extra, or perhaps ſome- 
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times to a more violent mechanical ſtimulus ari- 
ſing during coition, or from ſome other cauſes 
hitherto unknown to us. Hence I divide the 
Blennorrhagias, at leaſt into two ſpecies eſſentially 
diſtinct from each other, viz. that ariſing from 
the venereal virus, which I call Blennorrhagia 


ſybhalitica; and into that ariſing from other acrid 


ſubſtances, to which I give the name of Blennor- 
rhagia ab acrt, aut ſtimulo mechanico. By attendin 

to this difference our practice muſt be . 
as long as we are not thoroughly acquainted with 
the nature of other cauſes. It is owing to the neg- 
lect or ignorance of this diſtinction, that we hear 
quacks daily extolling the pre-eminence of their 
noſtrums or ſecret injections for curing the go- 
norrhœa in a few days, while patients ſometimes 
complain of being kept by the moſt experienced 
phyſicians for weeks together, though affected 
with what they imagine to be the ſame complaint. 


The running which a gentleman of my ac- |} 
quaintance got ſome years ago, notwithſtanding, | 
as he ſaid, he made uſe of the beſt preventative * 
of all, was undoubtedly not from a venereal cauſe ; ® 
and he may be equally well affected in time to 
come with the ſame complaint, though he nos 
thinks himſelf fate, by what he calls, doubling his 


recaution. 


The Ample Hipluilitic Blennorrhagia ought fur- 
ther to be diſtinguiſhed from the complicated, or 
that accompanied with an ulcer in the urethra; 
the latter admits no radical cure without the in- 
ternal uſe of mercury, whereas the former feldom 
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To the ignorance or neglect of the diſtinction 
between ſyphilitic gonorrhœas and thoſe ariſing 
from other ſtimuli, we are likewiſe to aſeribe the 
great difference among practitioners with regard to 
the mode of treatment. Some adviſe aſtringents, 
while others are laviſh in their praiſes of emol- 
lients, Hence, even ſome prattitioners of emi— 
nence, having obſerved that aſtringent injections 
were of ſervice in ſome caſes of gonorrhea, even 
in the ſtage of inflammation, recommend them to 
every patient affected with that complaint, but 
by no means with the ſame ſucceſs in all caſes, 
For, beſides violent pains in the whole courſe of 
the urethra, ſwelled teſticles, an acute ſuppreſſion 
of urine, &c. which are the frequent effects of 
theſe injections, if the diſeaſe is of a ſyphilitic 
nature, and eſpecially in its inflammatory ſtage, 
ſtrictures in the urethra, of the moſt troubleſome 
and obſtinate nature, are often the conſequence. 
By overlooking this neceſſary diſtinction, which 


applies to men as well as to women, the health 


of the patient 1s not only endangered, but the 
happineſs of married people has been deſtroyed, 
and the friendſhip betwixt the two ſexes has been 
frequently broken without reaſon. I have cer- 
tainly ſeen more than one inſtance of this kind. 

I ſhall only add here one remark more. It is 
by moſt people imagined, and ſeveral medical wri- 
ters have even publicly aſſerted, that the malzg- 
nity, as they calf it, or the virulence, of a gonor- 
rhœa, is always in proportion to the colour of the 
matter diſcharged, and that as ſoon as this colour 
changes into a whiter one their diſcharge is no 
C3 more 
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more infectious. But this appears to me by far 
too general a concluſion; for in ſome perſons I 
have ſeen the matter retain its fore dl ſulphur 
colour to the very laſt day. The more certain 
ſigns of the abatement of the virulence of the 
diſeaſe are, the ceſſation of the ardor urinæ, and 
a capability of retaining the water as when in 
health; the matter becoming leſs, and of a thick- 
er conſiſtence, ſo that it grows ropy, and may 
be drawn into threads between the fingers; and 
the abſence of pain or titillation during erections. 
The only certain ſigns, however, of a radical cure 
of the gonorrhea, and of a perfect ſecurity of 
not being able to communicate the infection, 
are, the entire ceſſation of the running, erections, 
and excretion of ſemen, without any kind of pain, 
titillation, or heat in the urethra: and though in 
general we may aſſure our patients, the change of 
the greeniſh yellow colour to a white one is not an 
unfavourable ſign of the diſeale growing better, 
it is by no means a certain one of the venereal! 
virus being entirely eliminated. 

Having thus finiſhed my conſiderations about 
the nature and the different kinds of gonorrhceas, 
we now proceed to 


The Methad of Cure. 


Here I muſt take notice of what I have eſta- 
bliſhed before, that every kind of virulent go- 
norrhœa, or Blennorrhiagia, is a local;inflammation, 
excited by a peculiar poiſon or ſtimulus. If this 

poilon 
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iſon be venereal, the following indications will 
naturally preſent themſelves for all ſyphilitic Blen- 
norrhagias, viz. ; 

1. To remove the poiſon, or, if poſſible, to 
change 1ts nature. 

2. To defend the tender parts from its virus 
lence, 

g. To allay the irritation occaſioned by it. 

Oily or mucilaginous injections, combined with 
opium and the mildeſt mercurial preparation, ſeem 
to anſwer all theſe different purpoſes*. 

The internal uſe of the ſolutio Arabica, the 
emulſio amygdalina, or any other mucilaginous 
drink, taken largely, (with an anodyne draught at 
night according to circumſtances), is always uſe- 
ful, and for patients who have an averſion to in- 
jections ibloluely neceſſary. | 

If ſymptoms of an inflammatory fever appear, 
bleeding may ſometimes be uſeful ; but, in ge- 
neral, more ſervice will be derived from topical 
evacuations of blood, and from emollient and 
ſedative fomentations and poultices. On the 
other hand, when the patient is of a weak and ir- 
ritable habit of body, the diſcharge very thin and 
eopious, attended with violent pain and a quick 

C4 pulle, 


If we meet with patients who are prejudiced againſt the uſe 
of injections, and with to be treated by internal medicines, we ought 
to acquaint them, that the diſeaſe may be cured equally well 
without any topical application ; but that it will then require, 
perhaps, a little longer time, and the obſervance of a more exact 
regimen. 
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pulſe, I have found the Peruvian bark, given inter- 
nally, according to circumſtances, with or with- 
out opium, more uſeiul than the whole tribe of 
antiphlogiſtics; but opium given in emollient 
glyſters is ſometimes particularly uſeful in ſuch 
caſes. By the uſe of this medicine, the frequent 
painful erections are alſo much mitigated; but 
their return ought, as much as poſſible, to be 
prevented, by tying the penis down, lying on a 
matraſs on the fide, and not in a warm feather 
bed on the back. If the erection 1s attended 
with a ſtrangulation of the glans, the treatment 
laid down under the article Paraphymoſis will be 
neceſlary, 

In order to prevent the more violent ſymptoms 
of gonorrhœa, the patient ought, during its in- 
Hammatory ſtate, to ule as little excerciſe as poſſi- 
ble, to wear a ſuſpenſorium ſcroti from the begin- 
ning of the diſeaſe, and to keep the part affected 
as much as poſſible from the cold air. The ſuſ- 
penſorium ſcroti, or truſs-bag, may perhaps ſeem 
tuperfluous : but being lo little troubleſome when 
well applied, and ſo well calculated to prevent 
a ſwelling of the teſticles, I never negle& to 
recommend it, eſpecially to thoſe who have once 
laboured under this latter diſeaſe, With reſpect 
to the regimen to be oblerved in gonorrhceas, 
much exerciſe, external cold, high living, and 
drinking ſpirituous liquors, ought, in general, 
carefully to be avoided by all patients; but eſ- 


pec:aliy by thoſe of a phlogiſtic habit of body, as 
they generally ſuſfer more, and for a longer time, 


Such patients 
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from this diteale than others. 
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mould confine themſelves to a low diet, rather 
of the vegetable than of the animal kind; they 
= jhould eat no ſupper, and drink nothing but cool- 
ing muctlaginous liquids; whereas thoſe of a 
different conſtitution are not to be reſtrained ſo 
much. 

Neutral ſalts have been formerly recommended, 
to cool the blood, and to promote the ſecretion 
of urine, by which it was thought to mitigate the 
= inflammation, and aſſiſt nature in the expulſion 
of the virus. But I have conſtantly found that 
& they are hurtful. They increaſe the ſecretion of 
X urine, render it ſharper, and thus augment the 
irritation, without producing any of the good 
= effects aſcribed to them. 

A prejudice in favour of purging in gonor- 
rhœas has alſo long prevailed. For this purpoſe, 
ſome have uſed the mild, and others the more 
draſtic kinds of purgatives; but calomel, eſpe- 
cially, has been recommended to be given every 
two or three days. Neither of theſe medicines 
have I ever ſeen to do good, but frequently much 
harm. Beſides their tendency to promote the ab- 
ſorption of the poiſon into the ſyſtem, like impro- 
per injections, they often give riſe to ſwelled teſ- 
ticles, diſeaſes of the proſtate gland, ſuppreſſion 
of urine, ulcers of the urethra or bladder, &c. 
However, though purging 1s always improper, 
the body ought to be fm open, lo that the pa- 
tient may have a ſtool abs an and I have 
no doubt that it is partly owing to this improve- 
ment of our practice, that we now ſo ſeldom ob- 
lerve ſymptoms of the lues, or ulcers of the blad- 
der, following a gonorrhœa. 

Tha 
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Thus far with regard to the more general run of 
the diſorder ; but venereal gonorrheeas are not al- 
ways ſo ſimple. Sometimes the poiſon ſeems to 
be of a more exalted acrimony, or rather meets 
with conſtitutions of a more irritable nature; or 
the ſymptoms are frequently exaſperated by im- 
proper treatment, or by neglect of the above 
mentioned rules, In this caſe, the patient feels 
a more violent heat-and pain in making water, 
accompanied with a tenſion of the urethra, along 
its whole length; a perpetual deſire of making 
water, without being able to paſs more than a few 
ſcalding drops at a time; frequent erections, with 
moſt exquiſite ſhooting pains throughout the 
whole length of the urethra, but more eſpecially 
at the frænum. Sometimes flreaks of blood, or 
real blood, are diſcharged with the urine ; and 
evident marks of an ulceration of the urethra 7 
make their appearance. In this caſe, beſides the 
above-mentioned remedies, the uſe of mercurial 
fumigations or frictions on the perinæum, and in- 


Wu 
ſide of the thighs, I have found to be one of the * 


moſt efficacious remedies. . 
The ſame treatment will prove ſerviceable, 
if, by any cauſe whatſoever, the diſcharge of the 
venereal gonorrhœa, during its inflammatory 
ſtage, be ſuppreſſed or ſtopped, either by acrid or ol 
aſtringent injections, or even by the moſt proper anc 
injections applied in an improper manner, by anc 
raſtic or repeated mild purges, 5 the premature mo 
uſe of turpentine or balſamics, by * exer- Ine. 
ciſe, and eſpecially by catching cold in the part gon 
affected. The virus ſeems to leave its — Fon 
ea! 
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f > ſeat under the frænum, to ſettle lower down, 


|- > where the excretory ducts of the ſeminal veſſels 
o and proſtate gland open into the urethra, and 
ts produces a ſwelling in one or both teſticles; or, 


riß the virus has been driven ſtill lower down to the 
n- gneck of the bladder, the patient has a continual 
ve deſire to make water, without being able to paſs 
ls any, or only a few drops at a time. He is then 
Tr, often unable to ſtand upright for a quarter of an 
ng hour; and a total ſup * of urine is in this 
ng (caſe frequently the conſequence. In all theſe dif- 
2W fferent places, the poiſon generally produces only 
th da ſuperficial inflammation, though not unfre- 
he Fqaently alſo, by its virulence, or want of a ſuf- 
Ily ficient quantity of mucus to dilute it, an excori- 
or ation and ulceration in the urethra take place, 
nd Fwhich then never fails to end in an obſtinate gleet, 
hra and to be followed by a general infection of the 
maſs. 

In ſpeaking of the dreadful conſequences of a 
ſuppreſſed or ſtopped venereal gonorrhcea, I muſt 
the not omit to mention a diſeaſe, perhaps the moſt 

melancholy of all venereal complaints whatever, 
mean a violent kind of inflammation in one or 
poth eyes, frequently accompanied with a diſ- 
ory charge of puriform matter, entirely ſimilar in 
d of . olour and conſiſtence to that of a gonorrhcea, 
zper and generally terminating in perfect blindneſs; 
by end in other caſes, inſtead of an ophthalmy, a 
ture more or leſs perfect deafneſs. Though I am by no 
xer- Means able to account for the origin of thoſe 
part omplaints ſuddenly following the ſuppreſſion of 
tural Fonorrhœas, eſpecially from ſevere cold, (for I 
ſeat have 
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have never obſerved them but in very ſevere cli- 
mates and ſeaſons), to which the patient had 
been previouſly expoſed, I am convinced of the 
fact. I ſhall ſpeak of it more fully below, under 
the head of Venereal Ophthalmy. 

The only remark I have to make here is, that 
all theſe complaints from repelled venereal go- 
norrhœas, being very often attended with ſuch 
unhappy conſequences, an honeſt man ought not 
to mind the opinion of others, but be guided in 
his conduct by juſtice and conſcience, and do 
every thing that poſſibly may be done to cure or 
relieve his patient. I therefore mention here, that 
I have tried in four caſes of ſwelled teſtiles and 
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* the inoculation of the venereal poi. 
on, by means of a bougie, dipped into venere 


expected ſucceſs. This being the caſe, I find my. 
ſelf bound not to conceal it, though I may po 
fibly be blamed for it. We are conſulted for giv 
ing relief; and conſequently fulfil our duty, a! 
leaſt, by offering a remedy, which the patient kaÞ 


always in his power to accept or refuſe, 
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On GLizTs (BLENNORRHGA.) 


8 running after the inflammatory 
ſymptoms of a gonorrhœa have for ſome 
time diſappeared, is commonly called a Gleet Blen- 
norrhæa, or Gonorrhæa inveterata or beniona ; a 
name merely relative to the former, which is 
called Gonorrkea maltgna or virulenta. 

Gleets ariſe chiefly from two caules : 1f, From 
fimple relaxation of the mouths of the veſſels, 
which had been irritated, inflamed, and thereby 


loſt ſomewhat of their contractile power; or, 2dly, 
From an ulceration, or an eroſion in ſome part of 


the urethra. To the former I gave, with more 
propriety I think, the name Blennorrhaa fimplex, 
and the latter I called Blennorrhæa complicata. 
See the Noſological Table at the end of this 
chapter. | 

In the former kind, after the inflammation 
and irritation occaſioned by the gonorrhcea have 
lubſided, the veſſels, from whence that diſcharge 
proceeded, continue to pour out either matter of 
the ſame puriform appearance, or only a clear kind 
of mucus, in a preternatural quantity. Sometimes 


a gleet begins to appear after coition, exerciſe, or 


tree liviag, though the diſcharge from the pre- 


2 ceding gonorrhea had entirely diſappeared ſome 
days or weeks before. 


Gleets 


a ſimple gonorrhea to be merely a local diſeaſe, 
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Gleets of this kind are for the moſt part only 
a local complaint, the ſimple remains of a go- 
norrhœa not perfectly cured; but thoſe of the ſe- 
cond kind may be conſidered as the remains of a 
very violent or complicated gonorrhœa, generally 
accompanied with an infection of the body. 
Hence it appears, that the nature and ſeat of 
leets may be as various as thoſe of gonorrhœas; 
bat according to the place where they are ſitua- 
ted, the time they have continued, and the cauſe | 
by which they are produced, the method of cure 
muſt be different, and becomes more or leſs dif- t. 
ficult and complicated. 
Thoſe gleets are moſt eafily cured which have Wt! 
their ſeat in the urethra under the frænum: thoſe le 


originating from ulcers of the urethra, and which WM" 


have continued for ſome time, are much more U 
obſtinate ; and thoſe ariſing from eroſions of the Dr 
excretory ducts of the ſeminal veſicles, or pro- on 
ſtate gland, or from ulcers of the bladder, arc 
the moſt ſtubborn of any. In general, the fur- 
ther back gleets are ſituated in the urethra, the 
more apt they are to produce a difficulty in mak- 
ing water, or ſtrictures and ſuppreſſion of urine; 
and the more difficult, in general, proves their 


cure. 
I have always found thoſe gleets which ſucceed 


and to owe their exiſtence ſolely to a relaxation 
of the ſmall veſſels after the inflammation has 
ſubſided. But ſuch gleets as ariſe after a violent 


or ill- treated gonorrhœa, are generally accompa- 


1ed with an excoriation or ulceration of the — 
thra. 
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thra, In this caſe, the venereal poiſon has been 
generally abſorbed, and the maſs is of conſequence 
more or leſs infected. | 

As it is of the utmoſt importance, tho' ſome- 
times extremely difficult, to aſcertain theſe points, 
& I ſhall endeavour to enumerate the moſt remark- 
of able ſymptoms by which it may be known whe- 
s: ther there is = ulceration in the urethra. They 
a. are ſhortly as follow: 1. Streaks of blood in the 
ile mucus, or real blood diſcharged, during the in- 
ire flammatory ſtage of the gonorrhea, as above men- 
. tioned; but more eſpecially after the violence of 
the inflammation has abated. 2. Real purulent, or 
chin ichorous matter, diſcharged in a greater or 
leſs quantity from the urethra. g. A pain confi- 
ned to one part of the urethra ; but felt more par- 
ticularly upon introducing the catheter, or — "it 
on the urethra externally. 4. An acute pain in 
one particular place of the urethra, felt eſpe- 
cially in paſling the laſt drop of urine, or the 
emiſſion of ſemen.——Though all theſe pretty 


, plainly indicate an ulcer, its exiſtence will be 
ak- much more confirmed, if the preceding ſymptoms 
ne. Nef inflammation have been very high, if the pa- 


tient has been improperly treated, or even, as I 
have ſometimes een, if the urethra has been 
wounded by a miſmanagement of the ſyringe, or 
la rude application of the catheter, during the in- 
flammatory ſtate. 


tion | 

has By not attending to theſe marks, which ſuffi- 
lent ently point out the exiſtence of an ulcer in the 
ape: urethra, we ſhall be often dilappointed in the 


Cure. 


cure. Whenever, therefore, we are conſulted % 
about gleets, our firſt buſineſs ſhould be, to exa- 
mine whether they ariſe merely from relaxation, 
or from an ulceration in the urethra; and in this 
latter caſe, whether it is an univerſal or only a 

local diſeaſe. If an ulcer has taken place, it will 
be neceſſary, in order to form a proper prognoſis, 
to aſcertain the place of that ulceration in the 


+ 
= 
a 


urethra. i4 


When the diſeaſe is merely local, it may be 
cured either by topical aſtringent applications, 
or by internal corroborating or ballamic re- 
medies, or by the union of both. The beſt to- 
pical remedies I have found, are injections made 
of white vitriol diſſolved in water, and mixed 
occaſionally with ſome grains of calx of lead or 
bolus Armena; or injections prepared with ci 
lomel ſuſpended in water, or in ſome mucila- 
ginous fluid; or a ſolution of blue vitriol, off 
alum, or of verdigreaſe; each of which may in 
certain circumſtances be uſeful. Of the inter- 
nal remedies recommended for the fame purpoſe 
I ſhall ſpeak hereafter. 

If the diſeaſe is univerſal, i. e. accompanied 
with an infection of the whole ſyſtem, as is mol 
generally the caſe where there is an ulceration f 
of the urethra, we muſt, beſides topical reme - 
dies, have recourſe to thoſe appropriated to the 
cure of tlie lues itſelf. In this cafe, it is impo!f 
ble to cure the gleet till we have firſt purified 
the maſs. After this is done, or while it is ye 
doing, I have found a ſolution of ſublimate an 
litharge in vinegar, diluted with a ſufficient qua 

ti 
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tity of water, and injected two or three times a- 
day, a moſt excellent remedy. 

With regard to injections in general, I ſhall 
make two material obſervations, the negle& of 
which may ſometimes occaſion our being diſap- 
pointed in a cure, even though the beſt remedies 
are uſed. The ſyringe made uſe of for this pur- 
pou ſhould have a 2 but wide pipe, juſt fo 
arge that its orifice may go into the orifice of the 
urethra, and the piſton ought to apply cloſe to 
the ſides of the tube. If the whole = of the 
ſyringe be much ſmaller than the orifice of the 
urethra, it is attended with two conſiderable diſ- 
advantages: the firſt is, that with a ſmall pipe, 
eſpecially if not perfectly ſmooth, the ear 
eaſily wounds the inſide of the urethra, thereby 
an. himſelf liable to an ulceration of the 

art, and conſequent abſorption of the poiſon. 
he ſecond is, that the liquid injected, inſtead 
of going into the cavity of the urethra, will, in 
proportion as the patient preſſes the piſton, run 
out ſideways through the orifice of * urethra. 
If the piſton itſelf does not apply cloſely to 
the ſides of the ſyringe, even if the pipe is ſuffi- 
ciently large, ſo that it perfectly cloſes the ori- 
ſice of the urethra, the — will ſtill regurgi- 
tate between the piſton and ſyringe, inſtead of 
going into the urethra; and thus the patient may 
imagine that he has injected the liquor properly, 
when perhaps very little has entered. But though 
the ſyringe be poogary made, and at the ſame 
time the moſt careful inſtructions be given, the 
patient does very often perform the operation in 
D | ſuch 
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fuch an aukward manner, that no good effect 
follows. | 

A ſyringe properly made, fhould be applied 
clolely and exactly to the orifice of the urethra; 
fo that, by the conic form of its pipe, all paſſage 
may be denied to the liquid betwixt it and the 
ſides of the urethra. If the diſorder hes in the 
uſual original ſeat of gonorrhœas, viz. juſt un- 
der the frænum, the patient fhould, with one 
hand, compreſs the urethra at the firſt curvature 
of the penis, where the ſcrotum begins, while 
he holds and manages the ſyringe with the fingers 
of the other. The piſton, which ſhould always 
fit cloſe, but ſlide eaſily, ought then to be 
prelled ſoftly and ſlowly, till he feels the urethra 
gently dilated, and thus keep the liquid injected 
or a minute or two in the urethra, repeating the 
ſame operation three or four times. By a raſh 
or longer- continued preſſure of the piſton, the 


irritation produced thereby in the urethra often 


does more harm than the injection can do good. 
By attending to theſe directions, a double ad- 
vantage is obtained. The liquid is properly ap- 
plied to the part affected, at the ſame time that 
no danger is incurred of driving ſome of the 
venereal poiſon lower down the urethra along 
with the injected 1 but this precaution is 
unneceſſary, if the ſeat of the diſorder is lower 

down. 
With reſpect to the liquid itſelf, it ſhould al- 
ways, in caſes of virulent gonorrhœa, be made 
lukewarm; but in gleets this 1s not neceſſary. In 
gonorrhœas, if the liquid is too cold or too 
| | warm, 
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warm, it may eaſily hurt the patient, either by 
driving back the matter, or increaſing the inflam- 
mation. In many inſtances allo the liquid ought 
to be well ſhaken before it is inetted. It may 
eaſily be made warm, by putting a tea-cup half 
full into a baſon of hot water. In all cales, be- 
fore any injection is applied, the patient ſhould 
attempt to make water. 

The other obſervation I have to make 1s, 
that young men labouring under gleets, after 
having for ſome time made uſe of injections, and 
finding themſelves conſiderably better. will grow 
ck in the application, and even ſometimes 
neglect the injection altogether for a day or half 
a day. The conſequence of this is ſometimes 
diſagreeable: and I have ſeen ſeveral inſtances, 
where, by neglecting to uſe the injection for a 
fingle day, the running has been greatly aug- 
mented, as if it had been a freſh gleet ; and the 
relapſe being more obſtinate than the original 
diſeaſe, the patients have been obliged to con- 
tinue the injections for more weeks, than perhaps 
it would have required days to cure the — 
had they continued the uſe of them without in- 
terruption. 

In general, in order to prevent any danger of 
a relapſe, I order my patients to apply the mjec- 
tions three, four, or, according to circumſtances, 
ſix times a-day during the 5 — and to con- 
tinue the ſame regularly for ten or twelve days 
after the running has entirely ceaſed. —Syringes 
of a different kind are required for women, if we 
with to ſee any good effects produced by the in- 

D 2 jections 
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ections adminiſtered to them, as I ſhall mention 
13 under the article of Venereal Ulcers. 

Beſides injetions, bougies will often be of 

reat ſervice in gleets, eſpecially where the ulcer 

Fas its ſeat m the Jower part of the urethra, 
They may be uſed either alone, or in 2 
tion with proper injections. They ſhould be 
kept in, for the firſt three or four days, only for 
a quarter or half an hour at a time, until the 
patient is ſo accuſtomed to them that he can bear 
them longer ; and then they may be kept in for 
| ſeveral hours in the morning and evening, or 
during the whole day and night. It muſt be 
teft entirely to the judgment of the phyſician to 
determine, whether the bougies to be employed 
ſhould be of an irritating or ſedative quality; 
the circumſtances of the caſe will point out whe- 
ther thoſe of the former or latter kind are neceſ- 
fary. It muſt, however, be remembered, that 
before the application of bougies, as well as in- 
jections, the patient ought always to attempt te 
make water, in order to give time to the remed 
to produce its effects on the part affected. If the 
application of the bougie 1 as I have 
ſometimes obſerved, a tenſion and pain in the 
ſpermatic cord, or a fwelling of the teſticle, its 
uſe muſt be omitted for a few days. This effect 
I have fometimes alſo found to be produced by 
the uſe of too large a bougie, and to be removed 
by changing it for a ſmaller one; in general, 
{mall bougies ſhould be preferred to large ones 
in the beginning. 

Should we be diſappointed in out expectations 


of 


. 
' 283 . 4 1 . _ 3 45 u 8 
n oy ay — 2 
e —— 


FI 2 4 .» D g < g * * 
A or 1 ee eg oe 
Cn rt fo EC RA hs 
High Gd SS A A ee ad bs abs cc ac 4c _+Þ 


> 3 


a, 4 "If 5 
„ 
ee 


— 


n 


1 


, _W ._,1V 


— 


n G iir 58 


of a cure, either by the uſe of bougies, or injec- 
tions of the above-mentioned kind, it will be 
proper to inject ſuch liquids as may excite an ir- 
ritation pew inflammation in the urethra, eſpe- 


F cially in the affected part. Theſe have often 


been attended with ſucceſs after the beſt aſtrin- 


| gents have failed. For this purpole, we may uſe 
nn injection made with ſublimate and litharge, 


or a ſimple ſolution of ſublimate in water, or a 


large dole of calomel ſuſpended in ſome mucila- 


> ginous liquor. 


It has been obſerved by Dr Cullen, that obſti- 


nate gleets have ſometimes been cured by violent 


and long continued exerciſe on horſe- back; ſuck 
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as a journey from Edinburgh to London: and 
it is probable that this cure is produced by exci- 
ting an inflammation in the parts, as the injec- 
tions juſt now recommended are apt to do. Gleets 
have ſometimes been cured by coition ; which 
may be accounted for on the ſame principles? 
but this is a remedy which can never be recom- 
mended by the honeſt practitioner; becauſe 
gleets are often infectious, and the venereal dif- 
eaſe would by theſe means certainly be commu- 
nicated to a healthy woman; or, if {he was not 
healthy, the man would not only run the riſk of 
2 a freſh gonorrhœa, but even the lues it- 
elf, if his gleet was owing to an ulcer in the ure- 


Beſides the above-mentioned remedies, ſome 


others may be e in gleets of the more ob- 
ANinate kind, ſuc 
internally, or injections of oil of turpentine, of 


—atubon of galls, &c. and I have been informed 


as the tinctura cantharidum 
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1 by a friend, that he once ſaw a deſperate gleet 


1 cured by injecting the tincture of ipecacuanha, 
in and ſome other caſes where a ſmall electrical 
l ſhock through the urethra produced a cure. I 
i can ſay nothing with regard to the effects of theſe 
1 remedies, having never had occaſion to try them. 


i I mention them only becauſe we are ſometimes 
i at a loſs for medicines in very obſtinate com- 
plaints of this kind. 

Bathing in cold water has alſo been recom- 
mended in obſtinate gleets, and I have ſeen it 
ſometimes produce very good effects, but, in two 
or three caſes, I have ſeen it as certainly increaſe 
the running. The ſame effect has been alſo ob- 
ſerved by others. Sea-bathing 1s very beneficial; 
as likewiſe wafhing the genital parts with cold 
water, either by it{eif or mixed with vinegar. M# 

There are three kinds of internal remedies made 
uſe of in gleets; each of which may be uſed, 
either alone, or combined, as circumſtances may 
require, with or without the local applications 

above mentioned. Thele are, = 5 

1. A cowr/e of mercurials. This is always ne. 
ceſſary where the diſeaſe ariſes from an ulcer o 
the urethra, eſpecially of a long ſtanding, or where 
a general infection has taken place. In ſuch ca 
ſes, pills made of turpentine and mercury ar! 
often very proper. * 

2. Balſamics. Of theſe the moſt common! 
uſed is the balſamum copaiba. Of this the pr 
tient may take from fifty to one hundred drop 
in a draught of cold water, once a-day at noon 
or twice a day, evening and morning. Imm 
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'thra, with a ſmall ulceration below. 


O N G 35 


drops of elixir vitrioli acidum ſhould be taken, 
in the ſame quantity of water, to render the for- 
mer leſs diſagreeable to the ſtomach. Half a 
drachm of pure turpentine, or a drachm of bal- 
ſamum traumaticum, often anſwers the purpole 
of the copaiba extremely well. I knew a cale, 
where a very large quantity of copaiba balſam 
was ſwallowed at once by a young man, who 
was thereby radically cured of a molt inveterate 
and obſtinate gleet. | 

g. Corroborants. Among theſe the Peruvian 
bark in powder, or infuſed in red wine, or, 
which 1s ſometimes better, infuſed in lime water, 
together with or without fome other powerful 
aſtringent, will ſometimes prove effectual when 
-all other remedies have failed. After all, how- 
ever, our utmoſt endeavours to cure an invete- 
rate gleet will ſometimes be in vain; and there 
have been inſtances where Nature herſelf has 
effefted a cure in time, after the unſucceſsful 
and tedious exhibition of the moſt powerful re- 
medies. 

Obſtinate gleets ſometimes originate, as men- 
tioned above, from a ſingular cauſe of which we 
have ſome examples in anatomical collections. 
This is, when two ulcers of the urethra happen to 
be nearly oppoſite to each other. In this caſe, 
ſome parts of them will inofculate with each 
other, producing a kind of bands acroſs the ure- 
Thus not 


only a moſt obſtinate running, baffling all medi- 
cines, is produced; but a difficulty of making wa- 
ter frequently takes place, and an impoſſibility of 
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making it but in a very ſmall ſtream, or not at 
all. The only remedy in this caſe, if we have 
ſome reaſon for ſuſpecting this cauſe, is the chi- 
rurgical operation ; though in ſome cales, where 
the bands are not too {trong, they might perhaps 
be broke, by applying a — or catheter, Whe- 
ther or not the following caſe of a very trouble- 
ſome and obſtinate gleet belongs to this claſs, I 
leave my readers to judge. 

Some years ago I was conſulted by a noble- 
man eoncerning a gleet, with which he had been 
affected for about ten years, and for which he 
had conſulted the phyficians and ſurgeons in ſeve- 
Tal countries. Sometimes 1t ſtopped for ſeveral 
days; then came on again of itſelf, eſpecially af- 
ter riding on horſeback, or coition, At ſuch 
times he always felt ſome uneaſineſs, and the 
next day a little running, which went off, till the 
ſame cauſe was repeated ; which rendered him 
very uneaſy, eſpecially as he intended to marry. 


Upon examining the patient, I found the diſor- 7 


der ſeated down in the urethra, about the place 
called by anatomiſts the Caput gallinaginis. Eve- 7 
ry internal and external remedy, that I knew of, 
was applied, without effecting a radical cure, I 7 
took the diſeaſe to be a callous ulceration; and, 
on this ſuppoſition, he wore bougies for eight or 
ten weeks without the leaſt effect. Being obliged 7 
to continue my travels, I left him very little the 
better ſor what I had done; at the ſame time ad- 
viſing him, as he intended to go to Paris, to con- 
ſult there whoever he could expect any benefit 
from. The reſult, as he afterwards informed 
me 
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mne by letter, was as follows. © After my arri- 
1 val at Paris, I conſulted, according to your ad- 
« yice, all the medical men of eminence in that 
city, who rendered me more unealy about my 
2 < diſorder than I had ever been before, by their 
7 « different opinions of the cauſe, nature, and 
« cure of it. Some adviſed me to a new mercu- 
« rial courſe ; others preſcribed different internal 
«© and external medicines. I ſhewed them all the 
« preſeriptions ſucceſſively tried by you; they 
ce "ms rather aſtoniſhed, that none of them, 
« after a fair trial, had ſucceeded. However, 
** ſomenew injections and internal remedies were 
* ordered, rather I think to ſatisfy me for my 
* money, than in hopes of doing me any real 
« ſervice; indeed I was for three or four months 
** entirely in the ſame condition as when I firſt 
* came to Paris. But, ſurpriſing it may ſeem 
* to you! the laſt perſon whom I conſulted up- 
% on recommendation, ſeemed to me the moſt 
© ignorant I had applied to: he {aid he was 
1 lined to examine the paſſage of the ure- 
* thra with a catheter, in order to aſcertain the 
place, &c. He accordingly applied it; it went 
* 1n as uſual very readily, till it came to the 
© ſeat of the diſorder, where it met with the 
* ſame obſtacle it had always done, which I had 
* before told him of; notwithſtanding this, he 
% endeavoured to puſh it further. I told him it 
*« gave me exceſſive pain: but he preſſed it im- 
*« prudently on, and it went through; upon 
which ſome blood immediately run out of the 
** urethra, This, as it ſeemed, much Ton 
„% him: 
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* him: he aſked my pardon, withdrew his inſtru- 
6 ment, took his fee, and departed ; but left me 
e much diſſatisfied for 2 him. I ex- 
* pected I ſhould be worſe the next day, and 
& ſuffer much from his unſkilful conduct: but, 
«« quite the reverſe, I have been free from any 
* diſorder theſe two months palt; I ride on 
* horſeback, and enjoy a woman, without find- 
* ing any ill effects from them; and therefore 
* think myſelf radically cured. The friendſhip 
I owe you, for the trouble you took on my 
account, obliges me to ſtate to you this parti- 
* cular caſe, which may be of ule to you, and 
* which you perhaps can better account for than 
* thole I have ſince conſulted.” 

Gleets ariſing from deep and large eroſions of 
the mouths of the ſeminal ducts, or excretories 
of the proſtate gland, as alſo thoſe which origi- 
nate from ulcers of the bladder, are very often 
incurable ; or if they do admit of a cure, a parti- 
cular conſideration of the nature and treatment of 
{ſuch caſes would exceed the limits of this treatiſe, 

In all inveterate and obſtinate gleets, which 
have their ſeat low down in the urethra, we 
{ſhould carefully examine the proſtate gland; for 
to a diſeaſe of this part they frequently owe their 
origin. It the gland ſhall be found preternatu- 
rally ſwelled and hard after a mercurial courſe, 
repeated bliſters applied to the perinæum, with 
large doſes of the inſpiſſated juice of conium ma- 
rulatium, Lin. J have ſeen in ſome inſtances at- 
tended with ſucceſs where all other remedies had 
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Of the treatment of gleets combined with ſtric- 
tures, iz. with more or leſs difficulty in making 
water, I muſt refer to the chapter on //chury. 

Gleets which ariſe either from a weakneſs, 
relaxation, or ſometimes perhaps from too great 
an irritability of the dudtts 6 wht mentioned, 
are properly called by the name of Gonorrhee 
(fluxus /emints). In theſe caſes, a real ſemen is 
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diſcharged, ſometimes without erection, or any 


ſenſation of pleaſure: and 1s either continually 
dripping off, or is evacuated at times by debilita- 
ting nocturnal or diurnal pollutions. Sometimes 
it is diſcharged only on going to ſtool, when the 
hard fæces, during their paſſage in the rectum, 
preſs on the ſeminal veſicles and proſtate gland, 
and thus force the relaxed orifices of their excre- 
tory ducts. This diforder, however, does not 
ariſe from any venereal infection, and but ſeldom 
from the abuſe of venery. Its moſt general caule 
1s maſtrupation, and therefore comes not within 
my plan at preſent. It requires a moſt prudent 
and careful treatment ; otherwiſe the patient wall 
fall a victim to that kind of conſumption which 
we call with, Hippocrates, Tabes dorſalis. Whe— 
ther the diforder mentioned in the Old Teſta- 
ment, was a gonorrhea of this kind, or of a 
dilterent nature, I dare not, as I have already 
obleryed, take upon me to determine. 
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NOSOLOGICAL TABLE, illub 


trating the two preceding Chapters. 


Claſ. Locales. 
Ord. Phlogofes. 
Genus, BLENNORRHAGIA. Anglis, Clap: 


Germans, Tripper: Gallis, Chaude-piſle : [tas 
lis, Gonorrca, 


Charafter in Viris, Titillatio precipue in urethre 
parte anteriore ſub frenulo ; ſubſequente poſt bi- 
duum aut quatriduum, phlogoſi locali, cum ardore 
et dolore in mingendo; accedente ſtillicidio mate- 
riei puriformis ex urethra; corpore cavernoſo ure- 
thre preternaturaliter turgeſcente, plerumque cum 
erectionibus membri virilis ſolito frequentioribus, 
dolorificis. 


Fæminis. Titillatio ad orificium vaginæ externum: 
ſubſequente poſt biduum aut quatriduum dolore, 
rubore et tumore præternaturali præcipue (ad ra- 
pham) prope commiſſuram labiorum vulvæ inferio- 
rem; accedente ardore et dolore ejuſdem partis in 
8 cum ſtillicidio materiei puriformis ex 
YU Vas 


Gonorrhaons, 

Gonorrhaa vifulents- 
Gonorrhœa maligna 

Gonorrhœa veneres 

Fluor albus venereus, f. malignus 
Leucorrhœa veneres 


auctorun. 


Varia 
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NOSOLOGCGICAL TABLE. 6: 


*Z Yariat ratione ſedis. 


i k Blennorrhagia balani, vulgo gonozrhaa f Materia ume, 
L N ſpuria ex glande. 
3 — — urethraliz ex urethra. 
- — veſicalis e veſica. 
— labialis Je labiis vulvæ 
— — Yaginalig e vagina. 
A tin ex utero. 
— ſk e aaiibus- 
: Species ſunt, 
* Blennorrhagia ſyphilitica, 
: &. Simplex, 
g. Complicata, ſ. ulceroſa. | 
: 7. A viru ſyphilitico e maſſa depoſito * 
1 4 Blennorrhagia ab acri externo applicato. 
E | Blennorrhagia a ſtimulo interno applicato. 
* | Blennorrhagia a cancrouteri aut vaginæ. 
„„ Blennorrhagia arthritica ? 
n 1 1 | . 
„ Zegquela Blennorrhagiæ eſt, 
** BLENNORRHCEA. Anglis, Cleet: Cemanis. Nach- 
_ tripper, weiſſer Fluſs : Gallis, Gonorrhee inveteree. 
| O bd * * * on o * - 
., Character. Stillicidium humoris puriformis, aut maci 
1 limpidi, ex urethra in viris, ex orificio vaginæ in 
1 ſaminis præternaturalis, fine libidine aut dy ſuria. 
| Gonorrhœa benigna 
* Gonorrhcea inveterata ut 
| > Fluor albus benignus CIPO 
Leucorrhœa 
| 2 Yarat ratione ſedis ut Blennorthagia, 
| 1 . * Pe 
Species praQico notatu neceſſariæ ſunt, 
3 Blennorrhaa ſimplex, a telaxatione vaſorum, 
2 Blennorrhaea complicata: 
at . eum ulcere, 


8. eum ſeitcho proſtate, 
Jequelæ 
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Sequelæ Blennorrhagiæ ſyphilitice retropulſæ 
ſunt: 


Tumor teſticulorum. 
Iſchuria urethralis. 


Bubo ? 
Ophthalmiĩa. 
Dyſeccea. ; 
Fluxus puriformis ex oculis, G 
— ex auribus. 
| e naribus. | 
| Syphilis. 2 
| yphilis 1 
| Genus: GONORRHCA. E 
| Character. Excretio ſeminis aut muci proſtate pre- cl 
ternaturalis, cum vel fine erectione et libidine ; au- at 
cedente dolore lumborum et atrophia. 


Gonorrhcaa 
Pollutio nocturna debilitans auctorum. 
Excretio ſeminis involuntaria 


Species ſunt: 


Gonorrhœa a relaxatione vaſorum. 

Gonorrhœa ab ulcere aut eroſione ductuum excretoriorun 
proſtatæ et veſicularum ſeminalium. | 
Gonorrhœa a nimia irritabilitate, potiſſimum per manuf' 

prationem inducta. , 
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HA. Iv; 
On the Venereal Swelling of . the Teſticles. 


f 
WREN a Clap has been treated either by 
improper medicines, or the patient labour- 

ing under it uſes too violent exerciſe, or eſpe- 
cially if he catches cold in the part affected, by 
expoſing it to a ſtream of air, or by waſhing it 
with cold water, one and ſometimes both teſti- 
cles begin to ſwell, often to an enormous ſize, 
ac- attended with all the ſymptoms of a local in- 
flammation; to which an irritation of the whole 
maſs, and a violent fever, not unfrequently ſuc- 
eeced. This diſeaſe is called a Szwelled Tefticle, and 
ſometimes, though very improperly, a Hernia 
Aumoralis. | 
Previous to the ſwelling, the running of the 
=? partly or entirely ceales ; but ſometimes this 
vu will only happen, at leaſt to an obſervable de- 
mM [C2 day or two after the ſwelling has actually 
appeared. 
That the ſwelling and ſymptoms of this in- 
b F flammation are e in that caſe, merely by 
the irritation of the poilon lodged lower down in 
the urethra, at the place where the excretory 
ducls of the ſeminal veſicles open, and not as 


? 
was ſuppoſed formerly, for want of an- omical 
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an abſorption of the poiſon, and tranſpoſition of 
the gonorrhœa to the teſticle itſelf, is now gene- 
rally admitted; and will perhaps be more evi- 
dent from the obſervations which I ſhall lay 
down upon the nature and ſeat of this diſorder, 
and from the method of treatment which [ 
found the moſt ſucceſsful for this complaint. 
Hitherto it has been the general opinion, that 
the teſticle itſelf is always the ſeat of this difor- 
der. But, upon a more cloſe attention and in- 
uiry, I find, firſt, That the teſticle itſelf is never 
velled, or in the leaſt affected, in the beginning 
of this complaint; but that the only affected ws 
ſwelled part is the epididymis, which every man 
may ealily convince himſelf of by a careful exa- 
mination. I ſaid, the teſticle is never in the leaſt | 
affected in the beginning, or for the firſt five o: 
fix days; and if it becomes affected afterwards, 7 
it is merely owing to the prepoſterous treatment. 
adly, I have conſtantly obſerved, that the fever| 
which A we attends this complaint, cp | 
cially in irritable conſtitutions, is never a pri- 
m_ diſorder, but only concomitant to, or the 
conſequence of, this local irritation ; and that 
for this reaſon, by the method mentioned here- 3 
after, it is almoſt generally in the power of the 
hyſician, if called upon in time, to prevent an 
ever taking place. 3 
In what manner this ſwelling of the epididy- 
mis is produced by the irritation of the vene- 
real poiſon, retropulſed to the lower part of the 
urethra, I think unneceſlary here to explain: but 
we lee clearly, from the cauſe aſſigned, how 1? 
happens. 
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happens, that, after the ſwelling of one teſticle 
is gone, the other is ſometimes attacked; and 
that, after a ſuppreſſion of urine from a retro- 
ulſed gonorrhea, is removed, ſometimes a ſwell- 
ing of the teſticles ariſes. This is ing to the 
tranſpoſition or change of place of the poiſon. 
It will further appear, from the nature of this 
diſorder, why a man who has been once affected 
with a ſwelled teſticle is ſo eaſily affected with the 
ſame diſorder a ſecond time. But in order to eſta- 
bliſh a more rational and effectual method of cure 
of that complaint, than has been hitherto prac- 
tiſed, I muſt obſerve, that this ſwelling is owing 
to the irritation of the poiſon tranſpoſed to a 
different place 1n the urethra, and not to the tel- 
ticle itſelf; and, ſecondly, that it is not an in- 
flammation of the teſticle, as has been hitherto 
nerally believed, but only a ſwelling of the epi- 
idymis. This I have found to be the caſe in 
all my patients; and ſaw it particularly confirm- 
ed in two caſes where a ſwelling of the ſame kind 
was brought on by the ſimple application of a lar- 
ger bougie, and cured without any other remedy 
than 12 off the uſe of the bougie; which 
ſhows beſides, that any irritation of the mouths 
of the excretory ducts of the ſeminal veſicles may 
bring on this diſeaſe®. 
Having mentioned theſe obſervations about the 
nature and riſe of a complaint which is ſome- 


times attended with very dilagreeable conſequen- 


ces, Iſhall firſt lay down ſuch rules as I found by 
E expe 


* There is another ſpecies of thiz diſorder mentioned by ſome 
writer: 
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experience the moſt ſucceſsful to avoid it; and 


then proceed to the obſervations I made, to cure 


it when it has taken place. 
To avoid a ſwelling of this kind, every thing 
that is apt to bring on a retropulſion of the clap 


„ ought to be carefully avoided. Such are, acrid 


aſtringent injections, waſhing the penis with 
cold water, &c. or expoling it to the cold air, as 
for example, making water in a ſtreet where a 
cold wind blows; violent exerciſe of any kind; 


the prepoſterous uſe of balſamics, internally or 


externally ; repeated purges, or venery ; which 


points attended to carefully, together with the 


wearing of a bag-truſs, from the beginning of 
any clap whatever, have effeQtually ſcreened my 
patients from this diſorder. Not one of them 
ho complied with the rules juſt mentioned ever 
was affected with this diſeaſe. 

But we generally find our patients not ſo 
compliable, or we are called in to ſuch, who 


having. 


writers, viz. an inflammation of the teſticle, ariſing from ſome of 
the venereal poiſon being depoſited there from the maſs. This 
kind of diſeaſe never came under my obſervation, and I therefore 
can ſay nothing about it. We are alſo told, that a ſwelled teſticle 
ariſes ſometimes from venereal ulcers of the glans being dricd up; 
but neither do I recollect to have obſerved any caſe of this . 
though I have ſeen a patient, who, two years ago, was affected 
with a ſwelled teſticle, which being improperly treated, brought 
on a fiſtula in ano. This was operated, and nearly healed: up, 
when a ſwelling of the teſticle appeared again; for which I was 
confulted. I ſucceeded in diſperſing the ſwelling, by bringing on a 
running from the urethra, and in completing the cure by a courts 
of internal remedies, 
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having been treated without any attention to 
thoſe rules, are already affected with the ſwelling, 
Thoſe _ our compaſſion, and the imme- 
diate application of every means poſſible to re- 
lieve them. 

The cauſe of the diſorder, as ſaid above, be- 
ing an irritation of the mouths of the excretory 
ducts of the ſeminal veſicles, from the venereal 
poiſon having taken its ſeat at the caput gallina- 
ginis, our endeavours, in order to do ſomething 
effectually for our patient, muſt be, firlt to allay 
the irritation, and then to recall the poiſon to its 
former original ſeat, that is, re-eſtabliſh the run- 
ning; both which to obtain, I found the follows 
ing method to be moſt efficacious. 

If the pulſe be accelerated, full, and ftrong, 
he 1s to - bleeded immediately; and a*Food 
quantity of blood is to be taken from him; re- 
gard, however, to be had to his conſtitution, 
and other circumſtances. If there be no irrita- 
tion in the ſyſtem, or only a moderate degree 
of it, bleeding is unneceſſary, (and this will be 
nearly always the caſe, if we are called in ſoon 
at the commencement of the diſorder); being 
convinced, from repeated obſervation, that a fe- 
ver in this complaint is never an original diſeaſe, 
but brought on only in conſequence of the irri- 
tation of thoſe delicate parts. 

To the ſwelling a common poultice of bread 
and milk, with a little oil, or, according to cir- 
cumſtances, ſugar of lead, has been recommended 
by moſt writers: but having ſeen ſo little effect 
from this application, I have not for many years 
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of hot water, for the ſame length of time; pre- 
viouſly ſaſpending his teſticles. From thence he 
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paſt made uſe of it. Inſtead of a poultice, I or- 
der firſt a glyſter to be applied, to evacuate the 
fæces, if the patient had not a natural ſtool ; and 
then I adviſe him, if his ſituation will allow of 
it, to fit for half an hour in a warm emollient 
bath. If he cannot have that convenience, I 
place him in a perforated chair, upon the ſteam « 


1s to be carried to bed, and a on bag-truſs is 
immediately applied, in order to keep the teſ- 
ticles conſtantly ſuſpended, as their hanging 
down produces or contributes to their irritation, 
A warm poultice may be alſo applied to the pe- 
nis, in order to bring on the running again ; or, 
in other words, to determine the retropulſed mat- 
ter from its new feat to come back to the old one. 
But what I found principally to be relied on is, 
to adminiſter a full doſe of opium, or, according 
to circumſtances, a glyſter, made of equal quan- 
tities of linſeed oil and barley-water, with a 
full doſe of- laudanum, to be injected, and occa- 
fionally repeated. He muſt — a low diet, 
drink nothing but barley- water, or an emulſion 
of almonds. 2 
To this method of treating ſwelled teſticles by 7 
opium, which to my knowledge is new, I was 
led, about ten years ago, by a ſingular circum- 7 
ſtance of a particular Tm of mine, which! 
think unneceſſary to relate; and I have ſince 
ſeen ſo good and ſpeedy effects from it, that! 
now conſtantly make ule of it, I have had man 
inſtances, 
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inſtances, where, by theſe means, the ſwelling 
and pain of the teſticle were removed, and the 
running brought on, in the ſpace of twenty-four 


; or forty-eight hours; and in thoſe caſes where 


it had not that effect ſo ſoon, it always greatly 
relieved the patient, and prevented a fever. In all 
more obſtinate caſes, I conſtantly obſerve, that 
the ſymptoms of irritation, and the ſwelling, did 
never quit the patient till the running of the 
clap came on again ; but the moment this latter 
took place, the patient found himſelf relieved of 
the pain of the teſticle, and the ſwelling gradually 
diſappeared. To aſſiſt Nature in its beneficial 
efforts, the opium internally, or in an emollient 

lyſter, is to be repeated every twenty-four hours; 
the parts to be expoled twice or three times a- 
day, for a quarter or half an hour, to the ſteam 
of hot water or milk; warm poultices to be con- 
ſlantly applied to the penis; and the accumulation 
of fæces in the rectum to be prevented, by a 
common glyſter, occaſionally repeated. By pro- 
ceeding thus, we ſhall generally have the ſatiſ- 
faction to cure, in a ſew days, a diſeaſe which, 
by a different method of treatment, often requires 
many weeks to get the better of. 

According to circumſtances, ſome other more 
efficacious means to re-eſtabliſh the running the 
ſooner, if the ſymptoms of the ſwelling ſeem 
dangerous, might likewiſe be tried, and applied 
as mentioned above. The re-eſtabliſhed clap 
ought to be treated afterwards in the common 
manner ; taking great care to give no occaſion to 
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4 


a new retropulſion, which in ſuch caſes eaſily 
takes place a ſecond time. 

If the ſwelling has been treated improperly, it 
frequently happens that one or both teſticles 
grow hard; and the diſeaſe is then commonly 
called a Schirrous Teſticle. In all thoſe cales I con- 
ſtantly found the epididymis very hard and much 
ſwelled. In ſome, however, probably through 7 
the length of time, the teſticle itſelf was likewiſe 8 
evidently affected, accompanied ſometimes with 
a ſenſation of a painful preſſure, but frequently 
without any pain at all. Mercury given internally, 
or rubbed in externally into the perinæum and 
{ſcrotum twice a-day, with the conſtant applica- 
tion of a warm poultice made of the root of atro- 
fa mandragora, L. I found, in that caſe, a uſe- 
ful remedy. The cicuta, applied internally and 
externally, may be tried. An emetic has been 
ſometimes found effectual. The decottion of the , 
bark of the root of daphne mezereum, IL. inter? _ 
nally, and a poultice of it externally, has lately 7 0 
been very much recommended; but in ſeveral 7 


r 


a 
patients to whom I have given that decoction, 1 0 
oblerved it made them ſo ſick that they found it ly 
impoſſible to bear it on the ſtomach, even when! x4 


made it very weak. Van Swieten, once told me, 
that he had given, for an indolent chronic indu- 7 
ration of the teſticles, lapides cancrorum, an ounce 
in a pint of good Auſtrian wine, or old hock, ta- 
king three or four table-ſpoonſuls every morning 

and evening, with good ſucceſs. I once tried this 
remedy, and it anlwered extremely well. At- 
ter Van Swieten's death, I met a patient . "'Y 
| told 


tho 
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told me, that he had been cured by him of an 
hard ſwelled teſticle, though not from a venereal 
cCauſe, by the ſame remedy ; and that he had been 
perfectly well ever ſince. It is, however, to be 
obſerved, that we ſhall ſometimes be diſappointed 
by all theſe remedies; and that the hard ſwelling, 
of ſeveral months or years ſtanding, vill not 
ö go off, except we bring on the running. 
A cancer of the teſticle requires extirpation; 
but whenever a teſticle is cancerous, or in its 
ſtructure diſeaſed, we ought always carefully to 
examine whether the lymphatics of the ſpermatic 
; cord are not at the ſame time affected; in this 
caſe, the kidney of the ſame fide, to which thoſe 
lymphatic veſſels go, being generally diſeaſed, the 
exciſion of the teſticle proves an uſeleſs operation, 
and would only expoſe, by its fatal conſequences, 
the ſurgeon's reputation. 
We are told by ſome writers on this ſubject, 
=> that a venereal inflammation of the teſticles fre- 
AY — terminates in a ſuppuration. This may 
ſometimes be the caſe ; but never happened to 
[ any of my patients. I am therefore inclined 
= to believe, that, if it happens, it more frequent- 
! ly proceeds from a bad treatment, than from 
12 any other cauſe. But perhaps that ſpecies of 
== venereal teſticles which we are told ariſes from 


u- a tainted maſs, (if it ever exiſts), is more apt 
to end in ſuppuration, than that ariſing from 

ta a ſuppreſſed gonorrhea, which, as we have ſeen 
ug above, very ſeldom affects the teſticle itſelf. One 
his 1 particular caſe, which I ſaw eight years ago, 
" 7 though not venereal, deſerves, perhaps, to be men- 
2 E 4 tioned 
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tioned here. A young man of twenty years of 


age, afflicted with ſcrophulous ſwellings about 
his neck, was adviſed by a phyſician to make uſe 
of the decoctum lignorum ; but following this 
advice for ſome weeks, he was affected with a 
cough, which, in a fortnight after, ended in an 
hæmoptyſis. Though he now left off the decoc- 
tion, and made uſe of ſeveral other medicines 


preſcribed to him, the cough continued for many 


months, accompanied with ſpitting of blood, or 
mucus ſtreaked with blood occaſionally. Being 


conſulted, I gave it as my opinion, that his lungs | 


were affected with ſcrophulous tubercles, for 
wliich I knew no remedy; and deſftred. him to 
conſult the firſt men of the profeſſion in the 


place; though the remedies ordered by chem did 
not in the leaſt alter his cough, he was in other | 


reſpects tolerably well, eat with appetite, and 
{lept with eaſe. One day he came to me, and 
complained of a painful ſwelling on both ſides 
of the inguina, but more io on one than on 
the other. Upon examining, I found the ſper- 


matic cord very much enlarged. I aſked him 
whether he had made free with the ſex. He 
declared, upon his honour, he had never lain 


with a woman in his life, for fear of being poxed; 
but laid he had had the ſame complaint ſeveral 


times before, and felt it always whenever he was © 


in company with young women, who ftrongly 


excited deſire; that it grew ſometimes extremely 
painſul, inſomuch that he avoided ſuch occaſions * 
as much as poſſible. Having been in ſuch a f. 


tuation the day before, the ſame pain came = « 
ut 
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but had continued ſo much longer than uſual, 
that it induced him to apply to me for aſſiſtance, 
I adviſed him to apply cold water to the parts, 
* which cured him of his complaint in a few 
days. Thus much I thought to premiſe to what 

follows. 885 
Some months after, he complained to me that 
one of his teſticles had become very hard with- 
out any apparent cauſe. Upon interrogating him 
about the uſe of women, he repeated the ſame 
thing he had done before; but confeſſed that 
he had frequently maſturpated himſelf, without 
knowing that ſuch a practice could produce any 
diſorder, I preſcribed hemlock, and all the re- 
ſolvents the Materia Medica affords, both inter- 
nally and externally, but without any effect: the 
teſticle grew painful, and daily larger; and at laſt 
burſt, and a ſmall quantity of purulent matter 
was diſcharged. On my return to town, after an 
abſence of ſome months, he told me, that during 
that time a ſmall diſcharge had continued; and 
that ſeveral fibres like white threads came away 
from the ulcer every day. Upon examination, 
I found the whole teſticle reduced to a very 
{mall ſize, and the ulcer nearly cloſed up, 
and in a few weeks it was quite healed. His 
cough continued during all this time ; but he ap- 
peared not to be more emaciated than when he 
firſt applied to me. Every three or four months, 
when the tickling of the cough ſeemed to in- 
creaſe, and he was afraid of a ſpitting of blood, 
he was bled by his own advice. The ſpermatic 
cords were quite natural, The, ſame month of 
; "2 the 
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5 the following year, the other teſticle became af. 
i fected juſt as the former had been. A ſurgeon of 
; eminence, who had treated the patient with me 1 
ah the preceding year, was called in during my ab- 


ſence; and though every thing was done for him if 
y which in my opinion could have been done, when 
ji I returned back to town, the complaint ſtill con- 
tinued, and had now laſted for ten weeks. At the 
expiration of the ſeventh week, the teſticle burſt; 
5 and now whole pieces of the ſpermatic veſſels 
of the teſticle were every day diſcharged from 
the opening; and in three months the teſticle was 
reduced to the ſame ſize as the other, viz. to that 
ot a ſmall haſel- nut. There was no ſwelling in 
the ſpermatic cords ; and the patient told me, hghe 
had ſtrictly followed my advice, and avoided, for 
cheſe two years; his bad cuſtom above mentioned. 
The cough continued; but by degrees reduced 
N him ſo low, that he died two years after. 

. The phyſician who attended him laſt informed 
| me, that, on opening the body, he found a vo- 
mica in one of his lungs, and many large hard 
tumours or tubercles on both; but he had not 
examined the teſticles. From what cauſe the 
diſeaſe of the teſticles aroſe, whether from a 
icrophulous complaint, or from maſturpation, I 
do not pretend to aſcertain ; but I relate the caſe 
only as a very particular and remarkable one, 
which ſhows, that there may ſometimes happen 
a ſuppuration of the teſticles even with the great- 
eſt care and molt judicious treatment. 
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. 


: 1 Of the Inflammation and Induration of the 


PROSTATE GLAND, 


1 nothing in particular to ſay on the in- 
flammation of the proſtate gland, excgpt when 
it ariſes from a ſupprefied gonorrhea. In that 


Z caſe, we ſhould uſe every means poſſible to re- 


ſtore the gonorrhea, particularly thoſe recom- 
mended for ſwelled teſticles ariſing from the ſame 


cauſe; becauſe, if this inflammation terminates 


in ſuppuration, whether the abſceſs breaks into 
the urethra, bladder, inteſtinum rectum, or peri- 
næum, it will always be attended with very diſa- 
y__ conſequences. The ſymptoms of an in- 

ammation or ſwelling of this gland are known 
from the pain and difficulty of making water; be- 
tides, if we ſhould be doubtful whence they pro- 
ceed, the finger will clearly tell us. If a ſuppu- 
ration has already taken place, we have only to ob- 
ſerve, that mercury internally and externally will 
be neceſlary, and afterwards proper injections, the 
compoſitions of which are not particular, and 
mult entirely be left to the judgment of the prac- 
titioner, 

In the induration or ſcirrhoſity of this gland, 
the remedies recommended for indurated telticies 
or buboes will be ſerviceable; but 3 bli- 

ers, 


16 INDURATED PROSTATE GLAND. 


ſters, applied repeatedly to the perinzum, and | | 


internally the hemlock in large doſes. 
If a total ſuppreſſion of urine is to be dreaded 
from the ſcirrhous ſwelling of the proſtate, as is 


always ſooner or later the caſe, every means pol. 


ſible ought to be tried to bring on a ſuppuration 
of the gland, in order to prevent {till more diſa. 
greeable conſequences. 


VENEREAL ISCHURY, 77 


5 F 


4 On the VENEREAL ISCHURY and 
7 STRICTURES. 


4 
© Fora, ſuppreſſion of urine, occaſioned ei- 
KY ther by the remains of a former ſyphilitic 
complaint, or of a preſent venereal virus affecting 
the urethra, or neck of the bladder, we call a 


1 F Venereal Iſchury; and a partial ſuppreſſion, or a 
difficulty of making water in a continued and 
natural ſtream, attended with pain, and a fre- 
quent deſire to make water, ariſing from the 

Wo cauſe, is commonly, though not always 
properly, called a Stricture. 

When I ſay, that the name Stricture, which has 
Deen given to the latter complaint, IO often a very 
zimproper one, it is becauſe a partial ſuppreſſion 
Jof urine, as well as a total one, may ariſe from 

different cauſes, among which a ſtricture or con- 

itriction of one peculiar part of the urethra is only 

"Za common one. 

The different cauſes by which either a partial 

For total venereal ſuppreſſion of urine is produeed, 

gare, 1/7, An inflammation or ſpaſmodic contrac- 
A. ion of the neck of the bladder, from a recent 
-Feenereal gonorrhea repelled, 2dly, A chro- 
nic conſtriction or narrowneſs of one particular 
part of the urethra, from a thickened and hardened 
portion of its ſubſtance, properly called a Stric- 
| ture. 
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ture. g3dly, A compreſſion of the neck of the 
bladder or urethra, producing a partial or total F 
abolition of its cavity, by a preternatural ſwell. * 
ing of the proſtate or of any other gland of the 
urethra. 44%). A prominent cicatrix of a pre- 
ceding ulcer, or a fungous excreſcence in ſome WF 
part of the urethra, commonly known by the 
name Caruncle. * LW; F! 

As upon the perfect knowledge of theſe cauſes © 
the radical cure of the diſeaſe entirely depends, f 


e 

* 

+4 "9 
"2 
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we ſhall conſider them more minutely. 2 \ 
Whenever the running of a venereal gonor- | 
rhœa is ſtopped by any cauſe whatever, the virus © 
ſeems to go lower down into the urethra, and to 
excite there a ſimilar irritation and inflammation, 
as it did in its former place. If it fixes its place 
at the caput gallinaginis, and irritates the mouths 8W: 
of the excretory ducts of the ſeminal veſicles, WF. 
it produces, as we have obſerved in the fore. eg 
going chapter, a — of the epididymis, ot Lor 
what is commonly called a /welled teſticle. If i th 
goes ſtill lower down the urethra, and ſettles a PF. f 
the neck of the bladder, it will, in theſe cr... 
cumſtances, not produce a ſwelled teſticle, bu ue 
an irritation, ſpaſmodic contraction, or in- 
flammation of the neck of the bladder, with Hh; 
total or partial ſuppreſſion of urine. The po- ure 
fon in that caſe, if the complaint be pro- Har 
perly treated, will produce no other diſeaſe than %a L 
a ſuppreſſion of urine for a few days only: alt: 
which it will leave that place; and, on going mo pei 
forwards into the urethra, bring on either a the. 
ſwelled teſticle, or, if it returns to the ſame Pal | 
Which 


. 
„ * 
7 ** * 
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TX hich it originally occupied, reproduce the run- 
| ning, with the common ſymptoms of a clap, and 
- | ſo by degrees at laſt entirely go off, without lea- 
eving any bad ſymptom behind it. But this fo 
much wiſhed for circumſtance does not always 
happen: the poiſon lodged in the neck of the 
= bladder will ſometimes produce, beſides a variety 
of very diſagreefble ſymptoms, an ulceration in 

chat place, or in ſome other part of the urethra. 
Though the diſcharge ariſing from ſuch an ulcer 
de, by degrees, partly or entirely flopped, and 


r. the ulcer itſelf healed, we often obſerve either a 


us coarctation of the urethra remaining at the place 
= where the ulcer was; or the cicatrix of the ul- 
cer forming a kind of knot or protuberance into 
che paſſage. Sometimes allo the ulcers, on heal- 
ing, will form large granulations, or preternatural 
Wexcreſcences, which afterwards produce the ſame 


eſlect as a prominent cicatrix, under the name 
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„of Caruncles; or the proſtate gland, or any of 
f u the glands of the urethra itſelf, ulcerated, form 
5 a fungous excreſcence, protruding into the ure- 
ar Ichra, or neck of the bladder, and thereby pro- 
bu duce an anguſtation, or a total abolition of the 
in cavity of the paſſage. Anatomical diſſections 
th 2) have alſo taught us lately, that two ulcers of the 
por urethra in oppoſite directions, or a ſingle but 
pio large one, will ſometimes partly grow together by 
than Sbands croſſing the cavity of the urethra; and 
alte! Frhilſt the lower part of the ulceration remains 
mot open, and continues the diſcharge mentioned in 
lc! the chapter on Glects, the upper parts grown to- 


1 gether 


. 
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gether diminiſh or aboliſh the cavity of the ure. 
thra, and thereby prevent the free paſſage of 
urine. | : 
In ſome of theſe caſes the patient, eſpecially: 
by living ſober and quiet, is able to make water 
retty freely, but wants a long time in doing it. 
But, on committing the leaſt exceſs in eating and 
drinking, or by taking too much exerciſe, the di. 
eaſe grows evidently worſe, the urine comes fron} 
him either in drops only, or runs in a ſmal 
and interrupted ſtream, exciting great pain and 
uneaſineſs; or the paſſage is entirely ſtopped, and 
thus endangers his life. The urine, in theſe caſes, 
ſometimes, as I have ſeen, forces its way into the 
rectum, and is evacuated by the anus; or it pro 
duces in the urethra, behind the coarctation,, 
dilatation, eroſion, ſinuſes, or a fiſtula, througi 
which it is afterwards conſtantly diſcharged. MR 
The further back in the urethra this diſeaſe ha tu 
its ſeat, the more difficult, will be, in general, i ,, 
cure, and the more danger awaits the patien f a 
The more inveterate or complicated all theſe ſpe op 
cies of the diſorder are, the more difficult 
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1 . won 
their removal- Thoſe ariſing from a callous d ho 
contracted ulcer of the urethra, are more eaſiſ pa; 
cured than thoſe ariſing from a protuberant cict þle 


trix or from caruncles. That kind of iſchun 
which owes its origin to a retropulſion of a recen 
clap, I have obſerved eaſier and ſooner to be "i 
moved than all others; that ariſing from a ſci 
rhous proſtate is ſometimes, but not always, i 
curable ; but for an iſchury ariſing from a fu 
800 
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d ous excreſcence in the urethra, I know of no re- 
- 5 medy. 


Method of Treatment. 


Tur firſt thing, if we are called in to a patient 
affected with a venereal ſuppreſſion of urine, is, 
to inquire or ſearch for the cauſe of the diſ- 
order, whether it ariſes from a retropulſion of a 
recent gonorrhœa, or from old complaints within 
the urethra. Our chief aim, in both caſes, being 
to remove the iſchury, we ought to examine, 
1%, Whether the diſeaſe is ſtill merely local, or 
whether there is a general irritation of the ſyſtem. 
If the patient has a quick and hard pulſe, bleeding 
is neceſſary. The quantity of blood to be taken 
is regulated by the ſtate of the pulſe and conſti- 
tution of the patient. A man of a ſtrong habit, 
or of a plethoric conſtitution, will bear the loſs of 
a ons ; whereas half that quantity taken, will 
operate ſufficiently, and have the ſame effect, up- 
on a delicate and more tender habit. It ought, 
however, to be obſerved, that, in ſuch caſes, the 
— will reap more benefit from one copious 

leeding, than from two or three ſmall ones ſuc- 
eeſſively made one after the other. This being 
done, or when the ſyſtem is not affected. the 
bladder, if much diſtended, ought to be evacua- 


ted, and the catheter applied for that hurpoſe. 


Its application, however, in thoſe circumſtances, 
is ſometimes very difficult, nay, even impoſſible. 
This is certainly often owing to the cauſe of the 

F diſorder: 


2 b 3 
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diſorder; but much depends upon {kilful ma» 
nagement of the ſurgeon. M0 

In order to facilitate the introduction of the ca 
theter, = the patient has been bled, which, 
if neceſſary, ſhould always precede), I have ex- 
perienced the following management to be uſeful, 
The catheter being anointed with ſweet oil, is to 
be introduced gently. As ſoon as we meet with 
any obſtacle, care ought to be taken not to force 
it, but to wait a little, and then try to puſh it on 
again gently; becauſe this obſtacle ſeems ſome- 
times to ariſe ſolely from a momentaneous ſpaſm 
of the urethra, excited by the mechanical irrita- 
tion of the catheter itſelf, which, if we diſcon. 
tinue puſhing, frequently goes off in a few mi. 
nutes, and the catheter is then eaſily introduced 
further; whereas if we go on puſhing, in that 
caſe the ſpaſm grows more violent, and renders | 
the introduction often utterly impoſſible, It is 
owing, probably, to this ſpaſm that we ſee ſome- 
times that one ſurgeon is able to introduce it, 
while another, though by no means of inferior 
{kill and capacity, had before tried it in vain. If 
the obſtacle be at the caput gallinaginis, or higher 


, 
* 
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up, we may very often remove. it by introducing 5 
a finger in the anus, and thus aſſiſting the cathe- WF * 
ter. I have ſeen inſtances where the introduction I. 
of the catheter proved impoſſible as long as the 4 
patient was lying in bed; whereas it went in very 

readily on the patient's ſitting on the edge of the © 
bedſtead, his feet hanging down. I have alſo ob- ly 
ſerved where a large catheter was eaſily introdu- Þ K 


ced, alter a ſmaller one had been repeatedly tried 


ö 
withou: þ | 
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ES without ſucceſs. —I have been perhaps too full in 
FX enumerating all theſe circumſtances: but I am 
= confident, that, by a careful attention to one or 
the other of thele points, we may not only often 
XZ ſpare our patients a great deal of pain, but, what 
zs perhaps more material, prevent a lues taking 
place; which eaſily happens when, by a -rude 
treatment, the urethra has been wounded, I have 
certainly ſeen the molt evident venereal ſymptoms 
ariſe in the habit from ſuch a cauſe, where the 
patient had no other complaint before but an iſ- 
chury from a ſimple retropulſed clap. If the 
== coafQation of the urethra be ſo great as to re- 


a a g | . 
n. fuſe, even under the juſt- mentioned precautions, 
ij. any catheter whatſoever, an application of a ſmall 


"WY cargut will ſometimes ſucceed, and prove highly 
2 beneficial. If the danger is not ſo great, viz. the 
bladder mot very much diſtended, and conſe- 


5 = quently the immediate diſcharge of urine not lo 
e. preiling, and the introduction of the catheter 
t, proves very difficult, ſome other means to pro- 
cure a diſcharge of urine ought to be applied; 


18 of which I have found the following the moſt 
efficacious and uſeful. A common glyſter, mix- 


er & UL 4 
wþ ed with ſome honey or lenitive electuary, ſhould 
e- be adminiſtered, in order to evacuate the fæ- 
„ ces, and thereby to prevent the conſtant ſtimu- 


lus which their accumulation is apt to excite. 
As ſoon as the ſœces are evacuated, a glyſler of 
equal quantities of barley-water and linſzed oil, 


b. unh a full doſe of the tindura Thebaica, ſhould 
+ be adminiſtered, and occaſionally repeated. Eve 
488 Kind of medicine or food apt to go through the 


F 2 urinar' 
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urinary paſſages, ſhould be carefully avoided; 
and, for the ſame reaſon, the patient ſhould not 
drink even more of barley-water, or of the ſolu- 
tion of gum arabic, than 1s neceſſary to quench 
his thirſt. He ſhould likewiſe, according to cir- 
cumſtances, be put in a warm bath, tempered 
with milk or decottion of bran, for half an hour 
or an hour, and the ſame be repeated four or five 
hours after; or, what I have found often very 
ſerviceable, he ſhould fit upon a perforated chair, 


and expoſe his private parts to the ſteam of 


hot water mixed with vinegar. If he be reſt- 


leſs and feveriſh, bleeding will ſometimes be pro- 


per, and after it a full doſe of laudanum ſhould 
be adminiſtered to him in the evening. The ju- 
dictous application of theſe remedies will ſome- 


times anſwer in the moſt e circumſtances, 
[ 


I faw once, in a ſuppreſſion of urine, where 
there was no catheter at hand, that a roaſt- 
cd onion, applied to the perinæum, by the ad- 
vice of an old woman, had the effect, ſo that 
two hours after the application, the urine flowed 
plentifully : and, in another caſe, the life of an 
eminent phyſician in the army was ſaved by co- 
vering the glans penis with the freſh pellicle of an 
egg found between the ſhell and albumen. As 


ſoon as the pellicle, growing dry, began to con- ; 


tract, the urine began to flow plentifully; but on 
applying it the {ſecond time, two days after, when 


the ſuppreſſion of urine unexpettedly returned, it 


proved, as the perſon who recommended it fore- 
told us, inefficacious, and the patient died. Per- 


haps the volatile liniment, or a bliſter, applied to 


the 
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me perinæum, would produce the ſame effect, 
vith more certainty, and quicker, than the re- 
© medies did in the two caſes related. 


If we have been ſo happy as to evacuate the 
N 4 of the catheter, 

or by ſuch cther means as have been now men- 
tioned, our next care will be, to prevent a freſh 
accumulation of urine, and to remove as ſoon as 
poſſible the cauſe of the ſuppreſſion. The firſt 
will be effected by continuing the ſame remedies, 
and eſpecially (as has been recommended by ſome 
writers) by leaving the catheter within the ure- 
thra. This, however, none of the patients, whom 
J have hitherto treated, were able to comply with. 
They ſuffered lo much from keeping the common 
catheters applied, whether made of ſilver or ſteel, 
flexible or inflexible, as made them conceive, that 
the pain which would ariſe from a repeated appli- 
cation of the catheter, or from a freſh accumula- 
tion of urine in the bladder, could not poſſibly be 
greater ; and therefore withdrew the catheter, tho' 
they were very deſirous to have retained it if they 
had found it poſſible. To guard againſt this incon- 
venience, I could never find out a remedy, till I 
tried the catheters invented by Mr, Theden, firſt 
ſurgeon in the army of the king of Pruſſia, They 
are made ofa golden wire covered withcaoutchouc 
or elaſtic reſin: their application is not only, in 
many inſtances, eafier than that of the com- 
mon catheters, or of hollow bougies of any kind; 
but alſo, in all inſtances in which I tried them, I 
ſound the patients could keep them applied, after 
the urine was diſcharged, with much leſs incon- 
F 3 venience. 
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venience. They are therefore, in thoſe caſes, 
much preferable to any other. But if we have 
none of theſe catheters at hand, which muſt be 
the caſe as long as they are ſo difficult to be got, 
and fo high in price“, we muſt liſten to the pa- 
tient's ſufferings, withdraw the catheter as ſoon 
as it becomes too troubleſome, and have recourſe 
immediately to ſuch remedies as will tend to pre - 
vent the return of the ſuppreſſion. 

To ſuch as are in poſſeſſion of any of thoſe ela- 
ftic catheters, the following rules, to be obſerved 
in their application, may perhaps be acceptable. 

The elaſtic catheter, after being anointed with 
{ſweet oil, is introduced in the common manner. 
The ſurgeon, as uſual, gently draws with one 
hand the urethra towards him, and holding the 
catheter with the fingers of the other, always at 
a diſtance of an inch or two from the glans, gra- 
dually introduces it; whilſt this is performing, 
the catheter generally enters the bladder, without 
any particular direction from the hand of the 
operator. If any reſiſtance be found, the rules 
mentioned above are to be obſerved, to facilitate 
the introduction; but if the reſiſtance be at the 
neck of the bladder, there is nothing more to be 
done, than gently puſhing the inſtrument for- 
ward, at the fame time turning it from the right 
to the left; for by turning it in the oppolite di- 
rection, the ſpiral windings of the gold-wire of 
Mr Theden's catheter would be ſeparated. If the 

ſurgeon 


_—__— —_— — 0 A — 


© Both theſc inconveniencies are now greatly removed by the 
catheters made of the ſame ſubllance, by Mr Bernard at Paris. 
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ſurgeon finds the obſtacle greater, he ſhould, as I 
ſaid above, {top the introduction till the contrac- 
tion or ſpaſm of the ſphincter veſicæ, and the re- 
ſiſtance, ceaſes, which happens for the moſt part 
in a very ſhort time, when he is enabled to go 
through the paſſage eaſily. This catheter is intro- 
duced, like a common one, according to circum- 
ſtances with or without a probe. After remain- 
ing in the urethra for ſome time, on being ex- 
tracted, it is generally very ſoft, and therefore 
unfit for being uſed again until it has been clean- 
ſed and dried, and put for a little time in a cold 
place; which operation reſtores it to its former 
firm texture. The method of cleanſing it is, to 
waſh the outſide with water, and likewiſe the ca- 
vity with the ſame applied by rinſing. For clean- 
fing and drying its inſide, a long needle with a 
filk thread will be moſt fit. When about to be 
uſed, and found to be too tiff, it may be ſof- 
tened by keeping it a little in the hand, or hold- 
ng it near the fire, 

But if all our endeavours to introduce any ca- 
theter or catgut have proved unſucceſsful, and 
the danger of a rupture of the bladder, from its 
diſtention, be imminent, the urine muſt be at all 
events diſcharged. This ſhould, therefore, not be 
deterred too long; and may be done, according 
to the ſeat of the diſorder, either by an inciſion 
into the urethra behind the ſtricture, or ſeat of 
the ſtoppage; orif that ſeat be in the neck of the 
bladder, and the incifion and introduction of 
the trocar in that place perhaps be found too 
diſncult for the ſurgeon, the bladder may be 
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mean time, the patient ſhould 
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tapped through the anus, or an inciſion made 
above the ſymphyſis pubis, and the bladder be 
tapped in this place, under the peritonzum 
which 1s not a very difficult nor painful opera- 
tion, and becomes neceſſary to ſave the life of the 
patient. | 

Theſe are the means generally uſeful to give 
relief to the patient, in all caſes of 2/churia ures 
thralis. 

But, to cure that diſorder radically, its cauſe, 
as Iſaid, ought to be removed; which is effected, 
according to its nature, by different methods. 

If the iſchury proceeds from a recent repul- 
fion of a venereal gonorrhea, the running muſt 
be brought on, and the clap recalled. For this 
purpoſe, beſides the general remedies before men- 
tioned, the ſteam of hot water, alone or mixed 
with vinegar, the volatile liniment, &c. applied 
to the perineum, I have ſeen and experien- 
ced many times to be the moſt efficacious re- 
medies to remove the venereal poiſon from the 
neck of the bladder, and bring on the _—_— 
afreſh. I recommend the ſuſpenſion of the tel- 
ticles during the application of the ſteam; be- 
cauſe I have ſeen inftances where the poiſon, leav- 
ing the neck of the bladder, inſtead of — 
to its original ſeat under the frenum, has ſettle 
at the caput gallinaginis, and thereby excited a 
ſwelling of the teſticle; which I have never ob- 
ferved ſince I took the above eee In the 

eep quietly in bed, 


and warm poultices ſhould be conſtantly applied 


to the genital parts, and the accumulation - che 
æces 


ö * 
mw 
* 
4 
. 
5 
* 


REG OH EOS aps \ eulogy 


./ ß ne ne 


— 


1800 AA „ 4 wed — rope — os 


—.· 
1— 


PDP © 


= 


AND STRICTURES. 8% 


feces be carefully avoided by glyſters. Emetics 
are, occaſionally, as uſeful in this caſe as they are 
in ſwelled teſticles; and the internal uſe of opiates 
produces, in many inſtances, a ſpeedy effect. As 
WT ſoon as the venereal poiſon, on leaving the neck 
of the bladder, occupies again its original place, 
the running is re- eſta liſhed, and then to be cu- 
red as gonorrhœas in general are; only the pa- 
tient ought to take the greateſt care to avoid all 
the cauſes which are apt to bring on a ſimilar 
retropulſion; as we ſee daily, that ſuch a retro- 
pulſion, once taken place, is eaſily brought on & 


ſecond time, and ſometimes by the ſlighteit occa- 
t fon. 

is HI muſt, moreover, obſerve, that in ſuch a caſe, 
1- | after the iſchury is removed, I always found the 
d | internal uſe of mercury neceſſary for a radical 


d cure; having ſeen ſeveral inſtances where the ab- 
ſorption of the virus took place during the ſup- 
preſſion, and excited afterwards evident 2 
of its preſence in the maſs, though the local com- 
plaint of the genitals was perfectly cured. 

If the ſuppreſſion ariſes from a chronic com- 
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>- 8 plaint of the urethra, ſuch as from a ſtricture ac- 
;- [8 companied with an ulcer of the urethra, or an 
eroſion of the excretory ducts of the proſtate 
J gland or the ſeminal veſicles, tlus cauſe muſt be 
a © removed according to the rules laid down under 
- the article Gleets and Venereal Ulcers. 
ee 1|i the ſtricture ariſes from a ſimpie conſtriction 
= of one particular place of the urethra, withous 
d any ulceration, our endeavours mult be to dilate 
e das coarctation; which awes its origin ether to 
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an ulcer healed up, by which the whole circun 
ference of the urethra is leſſened; or to a promi- «| 
nent cicatrix or calloſity, occaſioned by a previous 
ulcer. This is moſt effectually obtained by a long. 
continued uſe of bougies, beginning with the 41 
ſmaller ones, and ſo going on 3 ly until the | 
patient is able to bear thoſe of the largeſt ſize, 
This bougie he is to keep, in the beginning, for 
a quarter or half an hour, and afterwards, if he 
can bear it, for ſeveral hours, morning and even- 
ing. If a bougie of elaſtic reſin be at hand, this 
recaution is hardly ever neceſſary, as they, grow. 
ing ſoft and fleſh-like in the urethra, produce ' 
little or no uneaſineſs. But as this kind of coarc- 
tation or ſtricture is ſometimes ſo very ſmall that 
it does not even admit the ſmalleſt bougie, the ap- 
plication of aſmallcatgut is an excellent invention, 
The catgut once introduced, and left for ſome time 
in the urethra, begins to ſwell, by which the co- 6 
arctated paſſage inſenſibly enlarges; ſo that, up- te 
on withdrawing it the firſt time, the patient ü , 
ſometimes able to make water with unexpected); 
eaſe; and the next time a larger may be eaſily in- 
troduced, and have the ſame good effect.— If b) 
theſe means we have by degrees dilated the ure- 
thra ſo far as to admit the largeſt catgut, a bougie 3 
may be introduced; the uſe of which is to be 
continued for ſeveral weeks after he is perfectly Þ* > 
cured and able to make water in one large conti: 
nued natural ſtream. . 
If the coarctation does not even admit of a ca- dee 


gut, and the ſeat of the diſorder is at a place . 


es ec 
which we can come at, an inciſion into the 3 & 
behind, f 
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behind the coarttation is, as I have ſaid above, the 
XZ moſt adviſeable : by theſe means the urine will be 
diſcharged through the inciſion, whenever neceſ- 
ſary, and the return of the ſuppreſſion thereby 
effectually prevented. We may afterwards eaſily 
dilate the wound, paſling the knife through the 
coardtation; and then introduce a bougie, which 
the patient is to wear until the ſtricture is removed 
and the whole healed up, and thus the complaint 
radically cured. The ſame method vill be alſo ſome- 
times neceſſary if the urine accumulated behind 
me coarQation has forced its way either through 
the inteſtinum rectum, in which caſe the patient 
FX will void his urine with the fæces through the 
anus, or by a fiſtulous opening through the peri- 
num. But, in theſe caſes, it will be in general 
neceſſary to let him go through a courſe of mer- 
¶ curials before we proceed to the operation of the 
"FX fiſtula ; otherwiſe we ſhall find ourſelves very of- 
ten diſappointed in curing this latter: if he has 
not ſtrength enough to undergo ſuch a courſe, as 
u is frequently che caſe, he his to be prepared by a 
9 = diet and medicine. On 3 this 
latter operation, an inciſion muſt alſo be made 
- chrough the ſtricture, the original cauſe and ſeat 
of the diſorder ; and the patient is to wear a bou- 
gie during the cure, and for ſome time afterwards, 
as in the caſe juſt before mentioned. 
If the iſchury ariſes from excreſcences or ca- 
runcles, as they are commonly called, it has 
been adviſed, by one of our moſt ingenious ſur- 
geons in London, to introduce a covered cauſtic 
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into the urethra to the caruncle, and apply it 
thereto. To perform this property, an inſtrument 
has been invented: but whether this application 
is attended with ſafety and ſucceſs in practice, 
I have as yet had no opportunity to aſcertain,— 
The inciſion of the urethra at the place where 
the ſeat of the diſorder lies, and the cutting out 
of thoſe extraneous bodies, has been propoſed b 
others. But I have never yet heard of any caſe 
where this operation had been performed. 

If a ſcirrhoſity or hard ſwelling of the r 
or a fungous excreſcence of the ſame gland, all | » 
the remedies recommended for reſolving fuch a re 
{ſwelling ought to be tried; and if they fail, we ta 
ſhould endeavour to bring the gland rather to a W ki 
ſuppuration, than to let a diſorder increaſe which ap 
ſo frequently proves fatal. eo 

If a ſwelling of any of the ſmaller glands of the th 
urethra ſhould prove the cauſe of the iſchury, and 
the moſt — reſolvents {ſhould prove inefec- 
tual, I would adviſe my patient rather to have the 
extirpation of the tumour performed, than to live 
in the conſtant anxiety about the dreadful conlc- 
guences irom this complaint, 
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On VENEREAL ULCERS. 


N AN ulcer ariſing in any part of the body from 
4 a venereal cauſe is called a venereal ulcer, or 
commonly a ſhanker (or chancre) ; a name adapts 
ed, probably, to expreſs its corroding nature. 
Venereal ulcers owe their origin either to apri- 
all mary or to a ſecondary infection; viz. to the vene- 
real virus originally applied, or depoſited from a 
tainted maſs on the ſurface of the body. Both 
kinds may ariſe on any part of the body; but they 
appear more frequently upon parts which are not 
covered with the cuticle; ſuch as the glans penis, 
he the inſide of the prepuce, the urethra, the labia 
nd pudendi, nymphæ, lips, mouth, nipples, &c. Of 
ec- internal venereal ulcers we have not yet, as far ay 
be I know, any authentic obſervation. | 
ve Though venereal ulcers, as I have juſt now 
e. obſerved, do generally and moſt frequently ap- 
| pear only on parts which are not covered with 
the cuticle, eſpecially in the glans, prepuce, 
mouth, &c. yet we meet not unfrequent! 
with caſes where they affect parts covered nh 
che cuticle; as the penis, ſcrotum, thigh, &c, 
There are likewiſe inſtances where ſurgeons per- 
forming ſome operations, or perſons aſſiſting in 
the del:very of women, have had the misfortune of 
6 being affected with venereal ulcers in their m_— 
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or arms. In all caſes of this latter kind, the poi. 
ſon ſeemed to me univerſally to operate more 
powerfully than when originally applied to the 
parts not covered with the cuticle, or when de. 
poſited from a tainted maſs. I know a midwife, 1 
who, having been infected in this manner ſeve- 


ral years ago, ſtill ſuffers from the diſeaſe, and l 
we have another inſtance in this metropolis, of x 
an eminent male practitioner in the ſame ar, WM _ 


who, by delivering an infected woman, got ulcer; f. 
in his hand, and at this preſent time ſtill Iabours 
under the conſequences, though it is now three h 
years ſince he received the infection. I know a2 .. 


gentleman who, wounding his finger by accident g 
with a penknife, expoſed it the ſame evening to ju 
infection, without ſuſpecting any bad conſequen- Þ ,, 


ces: the wound changed in two days to a very 
bad venereal ulcer, accompanied with a painful ſu 
and obſtinate ſwelling of the whole arm together N ,, 
with a bubo under the arm- pit, and ſymptoms IM ,, 
of a general infection. * 

Though I have with the greateſt care attended ce 
to all the caſes of this kind which fell under my fe. 
obſervation, I could not diſcover, in the conſti. N 20 
tutions of the patients, any particular cauſe of th 
ſuch violent ſymptoms. In two inſtances, the WW be 
patient before and afterwards had venereal ulcers 
in places not covered with the cuticle, and the 
poiſon there produced the common ſymptoms 
only. It ſeems therefore probable to me, that, ia 
order to excite primary venereal ulcers upon 2 


place covered with the cuticle, the virus 1 
er 
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ther be extremely acrid in its nature, or produce 
more violent effects on account of its ** ap- 
lied to parts which have no mucus to dilute 


it, or to defend themſelves from its acrimony. 
We at leaſt very ſeldom obſerve ſuch violent 
and obſtinate effects in primary venereal ulcers 
upon parts not covered with the cuticle, or in ſe- 
condary ones ariſing upon any part of the ſurface 
of the body. This is owing moſt probably, in the 
former eaſe. 

| tity of mucus to dilute it, and in the latter to its 
having been diluted, or having undergone ſome 
change by its previous mixture with the maſs. 


to the poiſon meeting with a quan- 


Venereal ulcers though afiling from a primary 


infection, are either local or unwer/al ; viz. the 

| venereal virus having been applied to the part, 

| and, by its ſtimulus, produced an irritation and 

| ſubſequent eroſion, is confined ſtill to that part 

| omg: or it has been already abſorbed into the 
8, 


ma 


and thereby infects the whole body. This 


| diſtinion is uſeful and neceſſary in practice; ul- 


cers of the latter kind, like thole ariſing from a 
ſecondary infection, never being curable without 
a courſe of medicines which purify the maſs from 
the venereal infection; whereas the former may 


| be cured by mere local applications. 


But here I muſt take notice of another di- 
ſtinction which is of the greateſt importance in 


r. and to which writers on this ſubject 
| ſeem hitherto not to have paid due attention. 


Ulcers ariſing on the genitals are, now-a-days, 
ſometimes after the llighteſt examination, ge- 
nerally 
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nerally pronounced to be venereal, and treated 
as ſuch: yet it is certain, and daily experience 
ſhows, that ulcers, both of the fauces and gem 
tals, may, in our days as well as the days of C. 
ſus, ariſe from acrimonies or miaſmata which | 
have nothing in common with the venereal virus, 
However, by not attending properly to this point, 
J have not only ſeen the honour of innocent per. 
ſons brought into queſtion, but patients by an 
improper treatment, reduced to a miſerable ſitu · 
ation. 5 z 
But the more dreadful conſequences I hav 
obſerved, when ulcers of the mouth and fau-Þ 
ces, occaſioned by the uſe of mercury itlel, 
eſpecially under a falivation, are miſtaken; ot 
when ulcers are confounded with venereal ones, 
which at firſt really owed their origin to the 
venereal virus, but during a mercurial courl: 
aſſume a different appearance, and ſeem to hav 
entirely changed their venereal nature: in. 
lead of healing, to which point they ſeem-W h 
ed to approach, they now prove not only ob- 
ſtinate, but, yielding a thin ichorous diſcharge, be 
grow worle under the continuation of the ſameſW a1 
remedy, and ſpread further and further, — Io, v: 
ſhow the importance of theſe diſtinctions mo e 
evidently, I ſhall ſubjoin an account of a ſev . 
cafes relating to that ſubject; but ſpeak mot pr 
eſpecially about their nature below, under th {cl 
head of Venereal Complaints incurable by Me. me 
eury. 

A gentleman twenty-one years of age, of wi 


Arong plethoric conſtitution, conſulted me ſome zn. 
tim: 
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time ago about a ſhancre, as he called it, of the 
glans pems, with which he had been afflifted for 
eight or nine months. He had conſulted at the 
time he got it, an eminent ſurgeon at Dublin, 
who preſcribed a courſe of mercurials. He was 
ſalivated; but the ulcer not healing, mercurial 
fumigations were W for ſome time to the 

art affected; by which the ulcer ſeemed to grow 
fel, and of a better appearance, but did not heal. 
He was therefore adviſed to a ſecond mercurial 
courſe, with different preparations of mercury 
internally and externally; but, under this courſe, 
the ulcer grew larger, deeper, and in every re- 
ſpect worſe. In that condition he came to Lon- 
don, and conſulted me. Upon examining his caſe, 
I found a large deep ulcer of the glans, with hard 
and prominent borders, extremely ſenſible upon 
the leaſt touch: its baſis appeared reddiſh and 
pretty clean; but the diſcharge ſeemed to be 
of an acrid corroſive nature, by which, indeed, 
half the glans was already conſumed. I told 
him that I had ſeen ſeveral ulcers of this kind 
before ; that it was not of a venereal nature ; 
and that mercury, according to my obſervation, 
was, in that kind of ulcers, no fit remedy : that J 
could cure him, but that it would require at leaſt 
two or three months time ; upon which he left me, 
promiſing he would call the next day and put him- 
{elf under my care: he did not, and I heard no 
more of him till four months after, when he 
ient for me. His complexion was lively and freſh 
when I ſaw him firſt ; but was now of ſuch a ſickly 


and gachectie appearance, that I hardly knew him. 
. His 
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His ſtory was as follows: That, having been 
diſſatisfied with my firſt opinion upon his caſe, 
and with the advice J gave him, he, at the deſire 
of a friend, had thought proper to conſult ano- 
ther perſon: That, after a cloſe examination, 
this perſon had pronounced his ulcer venereal, 
and had aſſured him that nothing but mercu 

could cure him; that he had not taken — 
of mercury, nor the preparation which was 
deemed beſt in thoſe caſes; and that, far from 
two or three months being required for curing 
him, his preſcriptions 3 effect a radical cure 
in three or four weeks time: That, upon theſe 
aſſurances, he had immediately ſubmitted to a 
new mercurial courle, which had brought on a 
gentle ſalivation; but with ſo little effect, that 
though the ulcer ſeemed to grow 8 
better during the firſt three or four weeks, it al- 
terwards, inſtead of healing, had corroded the 
reſt of the glans with part of the urethra. Upon 
which another furgeon was called in conſultation, 
who adviſing the amputation of the part affected, 
and the former refuſing to perform it, he had reſol- 
ved to drop their further advice, and to hear mine 
once more. I found the part very much ſwelled, 
the prepuce affected with a perfect phymoſis, andthe 
urine diſcharging through three or four different 
holes. I 1 him therefore to have the pre- 
puce cut, in order to ſee the ſtate of the ulcer- 
ation, to clean the ulcer, or to apply ſuch medi. 
cines as ſhould be thought proper. Internally ! 
prefcribed him ſome flrengthening medicines. 


He uſed theſe for eight or ten days: but the ope- 
ration 
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| ration he put off from day to day; when he was 
| adviſed by one of his friends to conſult another 
# phyſician, who, by means of a decoction of hem- 
: Jock and ginſeng root, promiſed to do ſomething 
more for him than hitherto had been done. This 
decoction he took for a {hort time with very little 
effect, the eroſion going on further and further. 
At laſt another phylician was conſulted, who in- 
ſiſted upon a ſtrengthening courſe of medicines, 
# nouriſhing diet, the enjoyment of country air, 
and bathing in the ſea; by which means he is 
no re-eſtabliſhed with the loſs of half his 
penis; which, had he followed my advice from 
the beginning, would have been nearly wholly 


preſerved. 
I make the following obſervations upon this 


caſe. Firſt, That I think it extremely 1 to 


adminiſter a courſe of mercurials for a local ve- 


nereal ulcer; which was the caſe with this gen- 
tleman when he firſt applied to the ſurgeon at 
Dublin: That a ſecond courſe and ſalivation with 
mercurial fumigations were ſtill more improper: 
That adviſing him a third courſe of mercurials, 
after the two former were found uſeleſs, was not 
only very injudicious, but extremely hurtful, 


as it rendered him unable for propagation, to 
the great ſorrow of his family: That the advice 
given by the laſt phyſician to uſe ſome ſtrength- 
ening medicines, with a nouriſhing diet, to go 
to the country, and to bathe in the ſea, was a 


judicious and honeſt one: and that the patient, 


who was only brought to follow this latter advice 


by the ſenſe of his ſufferings, would have _ 
2 rec 


an 
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free of all this miſery, had he followed my ad- 


vice in the beginning. 
I was conlulted in another caſe, where ulcers of 
the throat ariſing during a mercurial courſe, being 
taken for venereal oncs, and treated accordingly, 
by the continued internal uſe of mercury, be- 
came ſo bad, that both the tonſils, together with 
the velum pendulum, were almoſtentirely conſum- 
ed, and the patient reduced to a moſt miſerable 
ſituation, when only by leaving off the mercury, 
and by the adminiſtration of a quite different 
courſe of medicines, he recovered. And Mr 
Brambilla gives us an account of a patient, whe 
under a courle of mercury being affected with ul- 
cers of the fauces, which having been miſtaken by 
the ſurgeon for venereal ones, not only loſt his 
velum by the continued ule of mercury; but had 
a caries maxillæ brought on, which proved fatal 
to the patient, The ſame author likewiſe obſerves, 
that inflammatory tumours. or ulcers growin 
gangrenous, are by the internal or external of 
of mercury conſtantly rendered worſe, though 
they evidently owed their origin to a venereal 
cauſe. I myſelf have ſeen many inſtances, where 
patients affected with venereal ulcers, united with 
a ſcorbutic habit of body, by the imprudent uſe 
of mercury, not only were reduced to a molt 
wretched condition, but even to death. Mr Fabre, 
in the Supplement to his Obſervations on the 
Venereal Diſeaſe, relates likewiſe ſeveral caſes, 
where ulcers, though evidently ariſing from a ve- 
nereal cauſe, by a long continued uſe of internal 
and external mercurials, and even repeated ſa- 
liyations, 
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E livations, not only remained without cure, but 


were brought toa ſtate, which afterwards yielding 
to no other medicines whatever, proved fatal. 
Whence I think it will evidently appear, that, 
in practice, we ought to beſtow the greateſt at- 
tention in diſtinguiſhing, 

iſt, Local venereal ulcers from univerſal ones; 


via. from thoſe united with, or ariling from, a 


© tainted maſs. 


2dly, Simple univerſal venereal ulcers, from com- 


£ plicated ones; viz. ſuch as are united with ſymp- 


- 
l HS; 
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toms of ſcorbutus, ſcrophula, &c. 
309, Ulcers of the genitals, mouth, fauces, &c. 


E ariſing originally from other cauſes; for example, 
brought on by the acrimony of the ſaliva during 
the internal uſe of mercurials, or mercurial fu- 
| migations from real venereal ones. But, princi- 


pally, 


qthiy, Ulcers of the mouth, noſe, genitals, groms, 


Sc. which, though ſeemingly orevidently brought 
| on by a venereal cauſe, have now, as it were, 
changed their nature, at leaſt ſo far, that mercury 
| has no further good effect upon them, but rather 
| the contrary. 


The charaRers, by which thoſe ditferent kinds 
of ulcers may be diſtinguiſhed, are not eaſily 
deſcribed; inſpection and practical knowledge 
muſt be our beſt guide. An attention to the fol- 
lowing points, however, may aflilt us in forming 
judgment. 

Venereal ulcers are, in general, pretty eaſily 
Uſlinguiſhed by their hard margin or borders, 
y the lardaceous cruſt with which their baſis is 

G 3 covered. 
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covered, and by the preternatural redneſs of the 
{kin all round the ulceration ; which will be ren- 
dered more probable if the patient is conſcious 
that he has previoully expoled himſelf to the in- 
fection. As there may, however, ariſe ulcers in the 
genitals, of a different, or ſometimes, qa of 
a nearly ſimilar appearance, from other caules, as 
has been long ago taken notice of by the moſt an- 
cient medical writers, and confirmed in ſeveral in- 
ſtances by my own obſervation, we ſhould be 
cautious and never form a raſh judgment abou: 
the nature of ſuch ulcers, nor pronounce them 
venereal before we are perfectly aſſured of it. By 
following a contrary method, we may not only 
hurt the reputation of an honeſt perſon, and dil 
turb friendſhip, and ſometimes matrimonial hap- 
pineſs, as I formerly mentioned with reſpett to 
gonorrhceas ; but do material harm to the patient, 
by adminiſtering improper medicines. Ulcers 
which are not . venereal nature, may be diſtin- 
guiſhed from venereal ones, 

1/t, By their different appearance. 

2% By their ariſing only, or growing work, 
during the uſe of mercury. 

3dly, By their havingbeen unſucceſsfully treated 
with mercury before, 

4%), By their exquilite ſenſibility. 

5thly, By the relaxed ſtate of the whole body, 
or by the {labby relaxed appearance with as 
ichorous diſcharge from the affected part. 

674/y, By ſymptoms of other diforders, either 
alone, or accompanied with venereal ones. 
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Method of Cure. 


IT has been adviſed by ſeveral eminent medical 
writers, to treat all real venereal ulcers or ſhancres 
in the ſame manner, viz. by internal mercurials 
only, and never to make uſe of any external ap- 
plication. Several ſpecious reaſons have been al- 
ledged for ſuch a treatment; which, however, are 
not ſatis factory to me. They ſay, that ſhancres 
are ſigns of the preſence of the venereal poiſon in 
che body; and f therefore, they diſappear by the 
ſimple internal uſe of mercury, we are ſure that 
the medicine has penetrated into the mals, and 
that the poiſon is totally eradicated. To this I 
anſwer, That recent venereal ulcers brought on by 
an original infection, are by no means ſuch ſymp- 
toms, as has been aſſerted: On the contrary, they 
are in that caſe only a local diſeaſe, which requires 
no internal, but merely local remedies; and if no 
topical application is made uſe of in time, they 
very often ſpread amazingly, the poiſon is ab- 
ſorbed, and produces either buboes or other ve- 
nereal ſymptoms in the mals. I undoubtedly 
allow, that if they are of ſome ſtanding, the 
mals will then be in conſequence infected; in 
which caſe, as well as when they ariſe from a 
tecondary or univerſal infection, they are cer- 
tainly what has been aſſerted of them, unequi- 
vocal ſigns of the preſence of the poiſon in the 
maſs, Then, indeed, I perfectly coincide with 
the opinion, that they can be treated only by 
the internal uſe of mercury, without any exter- 
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to a mortification of the penis, or to a bubo. A: 
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nal application, becauſe, if they diſappear by 


the internal uſe of mercury alone, without hav- 
ing applied any external remedy, we are ſure 
that we have eradicated the poiſon from the 
mals, and cut off the evil by the root. But if 
they are in the genitals, or in the extremities, i 
the poiſon often excites violent inflammation, 
phymoſis, mortification, &c. or it is abſorbed 
and carried to the Iymphatic glands, where i 
occaſions buboes, before the mercury has had 
time to produce its effects, and to deſtroy it on 
the part affected. 

Theſe are the reaſons why I always chooſe to 
apply immediately to ſuch ulcers, thoſe remedier 
which I found the moſt effectual for removing 
them; becauſe I think there is no patient, ac- 
quainted with the nature of the diforder, who 
would not prefer being affected with a real pox, 
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to what has been ſaid and obſerved by ſome, that 
a bubo very often appears after ſhancres hatt 
been healed up by external applications, and 
that conſequently thoſe very remedies which at V 
recommended to avoid buboes not unfrequenth Pd 
bring them on, I readily admit the fact: bu br 
I am very far from believing the conſequence of 
drawn from it, v2z. that external remedies appli Pa 
to a venereal] ulcer, ever promote the abſorption | 
the virus. It happens, in that cafe, what we ſe Pu 
every day happen, without the uſe of any extern 
application whatſoever, or what we muſt daily E ipr 
afraid of, as long as there is the leaſt appearance ing 


of a venereal ulcer, What they aſcribe in th cer 
cal 


ON VENEREAL ULCERS. 10G 


1 caſe to the medicines externally applied, I would 


MT rather aſcribe either to their application being too 


long delayed, or to their not being ſufficiently 


W efficacious. In all caſes, therefore, where I have 


& reaſon to apprehend ſuch bad effects, I think it 


not only proper but neceſſary to apply to all ve- 


nereal ulcers, whether of a primary or ſecondary 
infection, the moſt efficacious local remedies, in 
order to remove them as ſpeedily as poſſible: with 
this difference only, that I conſider ulcers ariſing 
from a recent original infection as merely local, 


5 and think they may be ſafely cured by 1 


applications alone, without the internal uſe of 


mercury; whereas, thoſe ariſing from a tainted 
& maſs require always, at the ſame time, a courſe 


| of mercury. This laſt method I likewiſe fol- 


| low in venereal ulcers of ſome days ſtanding, 
though from an original infection; there being 
always the greateſt probability that ſome of the 
| poiſon has been ablorbed into the maſs durin 
that time. External applications in thoſe caſes wil 
never have any permanent effect; becauſe, if we 
are even able to deſtroy the poiſon in the affected 
part, and to conſolidate the ulcer, it will ſoon 
| break out again on the ſame or ſome other part 
| of the body, as long as there remains the leaſt 
particle of it ſubſiſting in the mals, 
The external remedies recommended for this 
purpoſe are, Mercurials, Aftringents, and Cauſtics. 
Among the mercurials, the red precipitate 
ſprinkled upon them every morning and even- 
| ing, I found to anſwer belt, as long as the ul- 
cer is covered with the white lardaceous _ 
The 
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The mercurial ointment in this caſe is of no uſe; 
but whenever the ulcer aſſumes a cleaner appear. 
ance, then the ſimple mercurial ointment, calo- 
mel in powder or ſuſpended in lime water, or, 
according to circumitances, the ſublimate with 
lime-water, or a diluted ſolution of mercury in 
nitrous acid, are more ſerviceable. In caſes more 
obſtinate, the mercurial fumigations prove ſome- 
times excellent. 

If the mercurial applications prove ineffectual, 
the external ule of aſtringents is often extremely 
ſerviceable. The Peruvian bark, aqua vitriolica 
camphorata, a ſolution of blue vitriol, or the vi- 
ride æris diſſolved in oil, are thoſe commonly 
made uſe of; but from the yellow copper (aur- 
chalcum) in powder ſprinkled upon them, [ 
know of ulcers cured which reſiſted the power 
of all other medicines. The ſame aſtringents 
will alſo ſometimes anſwer our expectations in 
ulcers of an atonic or relaxed appearance, yield- 
ing an acrid ichorous diſcharge. 

The application of cauſtics has been lately re- 
commended 1n recent venereal ulcers, ſo as to 
touch them every twelve or twenty-four hours 
with the lapis infernalis, till ſloughs falling 
off ſucceſſively, the baſis of the ulcer becomes 
red and pure. This practice is undoubtedly 
ſometimes proper: but there are conſlitutions 
which will not bear any acrid application what: 
ſoever, eſpecially that of cauſtics. I have ſeen 
inſtances where, in ſuch irritable or in ſcorbutic 
conſtitutions, very bad ſymptoms followed ; and 


n one caſe, where a mortification of the part * 
the 
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the conſequence of ſuch an application. In theſe 
ſubjects, the internal uſe of Peruvian bark with 
external aſtringents, or occaſionally a mercurial 
lotion will be more ſerviceable, 

If venereal ulcers reſiſt all the means juſt now 
recommended, the internal and external uſe of 


| ſtrengthening medicines, a ſull diet, the uſe of 


wine, Country air, and — as mentioned 
above, will ſometimes prove effectual when all 
other remedies have failed. 

Of other medicines recommended forinveterate 
venereal ulcers, I {hall ſpeak hereafter under the 
article of Venereal Complaintsincurable by Mercury. 

I have ſaid nothing about the venereal ulcers 
of the noſe, eyes, face, &c. becaule they require 
the ſame treatment as others, and may be eaſily 
avoided, by taking care that a patient with a 
venereal gonorrhœa or ulcers of the genitals, at- 
ter having touched the part affected, always care- 
fully cleanſes his ſingers. 

Ulcers of the uterus or vagina, accompanied with 
an acrid ichorous diſcharge, are not always, as is 
generally imagined, cancerous, but not unfre- 
quently venereal; and may be then often cured 
by proper injections, and the internal uſe of mer- 
cury. I have ſeen ſeveral women, who thought 
themſelves, from the pain and ichorous diſcharge 
tinged with blood, affected with a cancer of the 
uterus, believing in that point the judgment of 
their attendants, radically cured by the internal 
ule of powerful, ſtrengthening, and abſorbent 
medicines, and by injecting a ſolution of ſub- 
limate or calomel in Iime- water, alone or mix- 
ed with the tincture of maſtic, or, according 

is 
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to circumſtances, the infuſum corticis Peruv. in 
aqua calcis. | 

But we are miſtaken if we expect any good in 
this caſe, as well as in the fluor albus or hæmor- 
rhagy of the womb, from injections, as they are 
commonly uſed. If we with to ſee any effed 
from them, they mult be applied to the affected 
part; and therefore not thrown in the common 
manner into the vagina, in expeQation that they 
will of themſelves, by theſe means, reach the 
ſeat of the diſorder, or the cavity of the uterus, 
A proper ſyringe of a particular form and ſize, 
calculated to prevent the matter injected from 
eſcaping at the ſides, mult be introduced as high 
as poſſible into the vagina, or, if poſſible, into 
the orifice of the uterus itſelf; the patient lying 
a little declined, and her knees bent : and in this 
ſituation the injection 1s to be apphed, either by 
herſelf or by an aſſiſtant, three or four times ſuc- 
ceſſively, keeping the ſyringe always in for ſome 
minutes, and repeating the ſame operation fix or 
eight times a day. A ſyringe made of a bottle 
of elaſtic reſin, with a thicker and longer pipe 
than common, will anſwer for the above purpoſe 
extremely well, and will effectually remove the 
prejudices hitherto ſo juſtly entertained of the in- 
efficacy of injections in females. 

For cancerous ulcers of the genitals as well as of 
other parts of the body, the Materia Medica has, 
to my knowledge, nothing to afford; and all thoſe 
medicines hitherto recommended for curing can- 
cers, appear to be deceptions of the inventors 


themſelves or of the public, Surgery alone can 
radically 
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radically cure cancers, if applied in time; and no 
| honeſt phyſician will ever recommend uncertain 
E remedies, leſt, by temporizing, he ſhould for 


ws 


— 


5 


ever loſe the moment where he could have ap- 
plied a certain one, I mean the extirpation not 
too late deferred where it can take place. 


# 
> ON VENEREAL FISTULAS, 
In treating of venereal ulcers, we muſt ſay a 
word about venereal fiſtulas, which are nothing 
but venereal ulcers penetrating deep into the cel- 
8 lular membrane and adjacent parts, with a ſmall 
8 callous orifice, and callous inſide. Their ſeat is 
moſtly in the urethra, groins, perinæum, anus, &c. 
but ſometimes alſo in the lachrymal ſac of the eye. 
| Beſides the internal adminiſtration of mercury, 
| the injections above recommended - ought to be 
tried; if they do not ſucceed, the chirurgical 
| operation ought to be performed. We ſhould, 
| however, never attempt this latter before we have 
carefully eradicated the venereal virus from the 
| tainted maſs. From the neglect of this point, 
we ſee daily, that ſuch patients undergo two or 
three times the operation, without being the better 
for it: the fiſtula remains as obſtinate as it was 
before; or, healing in one place, it ſoon breaks 
out in another, If the fiſtula heals quick and 
perfectly after the operation, it is a certain ſign 
ou the patient has been radically cured of the 

ues, 

Ihe fiſtula lachrymalis, ariſing from the venereal 
virus 
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virus lodged in the lachrymal fac, yields very 
often a yellow greeniſh diſcharge, reſembling tha 
oozing out of the urethra in a clap. Whether i 
ever ariſes from a ſuppreſſed or retropulſed go. 
norrhœa, I cannot poſitively ſay; but it owes its 
origin frequently to the venereal poiſon depoſited 8 
from a tainted maſs, and requires internal and 
external mercurials. 1 

The virus oozing out from venereal ulcers and 
fiſtulas, is ſometimes of a very corroſive nature: 
they ſhould therefore be dreſſed with a piece of 
ſoft ſponge every twelve or twenty-four hours; 
and the 81 ſurface of the ſkin ſhould ? 
be careſully defended, by anointing it with the 
white cerate, or ſaturnine liniment. 
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1 Of the PHyYMoOSIS. 

i | HIS diſeaſe, in which the prepuce is ſo ſtrait- 
80 4 ened on the point of the penis that it can- 
" ot be drawn back over the glans, has been call- 
| | 9 Phymofes, from the Greek Pie. pr ecludo, obturo; 
” nd might be perhaps in our language more pro- 


Perly called a coarctation or ftrifture of the prepuce. 
Jo this diſorder are eſpecially ſubject men who 
From nature have the glans covered with a 
more ſtrait prepuce, or have too ſhort or too 
Arait a frænum; all thoſe whoſe religion orders 
eircumciſion, are free from it. 
$ This diſorder ariſes, in our days, generally 
rom venereal ulcers in the inſide of the prepuce, 
or from the Blennorrhagia balant, (gonorrhea ſpur 
via), producing a violent ſwelling and inflamma- 
tion of the prepuce. 
It has been recommended, if the phymoſis be 
iolent, to make an inciſion of the prepuce ; which 
ps certainly ſometimes neceſſary ; but, where 
chirurgical operations can be avoided, I think 
Whey no This operation has been adviſed 
Principally either to prevent the ſpreading 
el ſhancres, which are * uently the cauſe of 


The 1 or to avoid buboes; or, what 
Ps ſtill more material, to prevent (if there be any 
nlcers) 
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ulcers) a concretion of the glans with the pri 
puce. Thoſe who, in curing ſhancres, truſt ei 
tirely to the internal uſe of mercurials, wil 
hardly inſiſt upon this operation. As to th 
danger of their producing buboes by an abſon 
tion of the poiſon, I allow the apprehenſion toi 
perfectly juſt ; but I cannot admit, that an ind 
ſion would prove a preventative. A freſh woun 


by expoling a freſh and larger ſurface to the a 
ſorption of the virus, mult, in my opinion, rat 
increaſe the danger. I think it, therefore, moni 
proper to obviate thoſe bad conſequences by pi 
per injections, and by introducing ſome fine ii 
once or twice a-day with a probe between tif 7 
prepuce and glans. However, if this ſhould f © 
impracticable, or livid ſpots ſhould appear ti ! 
the prepuce, immediate recourſe to the operation Þ 
ought to be had, leſt a greater evil, a mortificatio t 
ſhould enſue. c 


In order to aſcertain whether there is a ven 
real ulcer between the prepuce and glans, 
introduce a probe, with ſome lint affixed to! 
Then, turning it round the whole glans, the pl 
tient generally feels pain, if there is any ulce 
as ſoon as the probe with the lint touches it ; at 
upon withdrawing it, a part of it will be ſta 
with purulent or puriform matter; whereas, 
there is but a {imple gonorrhcea ſpuria with! 
any ulceration, the whole of the lint will! 
{tained with the ſame equally. In either cale, iti 
inflammation and ſwelling is violent, I app!) 
poultice made of bread and water mixed wi 


ſome acetum lithargyrii; and inje& three ori 
tin 
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times a-day a diluted ſolution of mercury in ni- 
trous acid, or the ſublimate or calomel ſuſpend- 
ed in lime-water, or, according to circumſtances, 
Plenk's ſolution of mercury with gum arabic, be- 
tween the prepuce and glans, in ſuch a manner, 
that the interſtice between them 1s filled and di- 
ſtended with the injection. If there be any ulcer, 
ſome lint dipped in the ſame, may be applied to 
it, by means of a probe, once or twice a-day. 
I think there is never any danger of a concretion 
of the parts as long as the ulcers remain venereal ; 
and in the mean time their nature is changed, 
the phymoſis 1s alſo generally removed. Inter- 
nal mercurials ought in ſuch caſes never to be 
omitted. But, as I have obſerved juſt before, the 
inciſion of the prepuce ought to be immediately 
performed, if the inflammation be very high; if 
there appears any danger of mortification ; or 
if we have reaſon to ſuſpe&, beneath, an ulcera- 
tion of a bad or perhaps cancerous nature, 
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CHAP. EX. 


Of the PARAPHYMOSIS. 


AnarnuyMoOs1s,a word derived from the Greek 
Te de, and gi, præculſio, obturamentum, 
ſignifying the oppoſite of phymoſis, is a diſeaſe 
where the prepuce, being drawn behind the glans, 
is ſo contracted there, that it cannot be brought 
again forwards over the glans; and would for 
this reaſon, in my opinion, be more properly 
named a ſtrangulation of the glans. 

Men who from nature have a ſtrait prepuce 
are moſt ſubject to this diſorder, which ariſes ei- 
ther from venerea] ulcers, or from a preternatural 
ſwelling of the glans, as is ſometimes the caſe 
in violent claps. I have little to add to what has 


been ſaid on the ſubject by Celſus, and by ſome 


modern writers. 

I have ſeen an inſtance where a gangrene of 
the glans was the conſequence of fuck a ſtrangu- 
lation, before the ſurgeon could come to give aſſi- 
ſtance. We ought therefore to uſe our utmoſt 
endeavours to bring the prepuce forwards as quick 
as poſſible. 

The moſt effectual remedy is to ſprinkle re- 
peatedly cold water upon the part, in the mean 
time gently prefling the {welled glans with the 
fingers 


2— — — — 


—— 


„ „0 ö A Aw OA N AY paw 0 = e e A 


OF THE PARAPHYMOSIS. 11; 


1 fingers dipped repeatedly in cold water, ſo as to 


ſquecze out, if poſlible, all the blood extrava- 


ſated in its cavernous ſubſtance. By theſe means, 


the turgeſcency of the corpus cavernoſum glandis 


- will be moſt efficaciouſly diminiſhed; and by 


AP 


B ſkilful management, gently preſſing the glans 
backwards, whilſt we endeavour with the fingers 


of the other hand to bring the prepuce over 1t 
forwards, we ſhall very often ſucceed, and re- 
lieve the patient from imminent danger. Ice, 
or water rendered by art as cold as ice, may 
perhaps be uſeful to the operator in accompliſh- 
ing this deſirable effect; but if the diſeaſe be 
accompanied with a venereal gonorrhœa, we 
mult be cautious with regard to the application 
of cold, leſt we might bring on a worſe complaint, 
by repulſion, than the dilcaſe for which cold is 
applied. If we are not ſoon able to reduce it, and 
the ſymptoms be violent, we ſhould not defer 
the operation, but make an inciſion in the prepuce 
or frænum; an operation by no means danger- 
ous, but abſolutely neceſſary to prevent the moſt 
diſagreeable of all conſequences of venereal com- 
plaints, a mortification of the glans penis. If 
there are venereal ulcers in one fide, I prefer al- 
ways to make the inciſion of the frænum or pre- 
puce on the other fide; m order to ſecure the 
wound, as well as poſſible, from the poiſon, and 


to prevent its ablorpuon by the lymphatics of 


the freſh wound, 
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 SwELLING of any of the lymphatic'glands 
of the body is called a Bubo, and if ſuch 
a fwelling is occaſioned by the venereal ffoiſon, 
we then call it a Venereal Bubo. The latter only 
comes within the plan of this treftiſe. 
Though buboes may ariſe in My part of the 
body where lymphatic glands are ſitdated, yet we 
have no authentic ofervation of theirtever exiſt- 
ingany where excepFma the lymphatic glands of 
ther groin, under the Irm · pit, or of the extremi- 
Vio and even of cheſe, the latter are much leſs 
frequent than the former. 

Venereal buboes ariſe from two cauſes, eſſen- 
tially different from one another; thys difference 
has in general not 'been, attended tos with that 
accuracy which the: importance iof the Tubjet 
mig ſeem to require. Buboes have hitherto 
been ſtippoſed to ariſe always from the venereal 
virus abſorbed by*he lymphatics, aq by them 
carried to the gland; but this is not always the 
caſe. Buboes frequenyly owe their ain to the 
poiſon lodged on the ſurface of the body, irri- 


tating there the mouths of the lymphatics, with- I 
out being abſorbed by them. Theſe veſſels being 1 


irritated, produce a ſwelling in the neareſt lym- 
phatic for 


ON VENERFAL BUBOES. 7 


phatic gland they go to. In the one caſe the 
cauſe of the bubo les in the gland itſelf, in the 
other without it; ſo that we may properly di- 
ftinguiſh them, by calling the former an idiopa- 
tic, and the latter a /ympathic bubo. 

This diſtinction, founded on the moſt evident 
fatts, is abſolutely neceſſary to regulate the me- 
thod of cure.—But the diſtin&tion of idiopathic 
buboes into primary and /econdary, viz. ſuch as 
ariſe from an original infection, and thoſe which 


are ſuppoſed to owe their origin to the poiſon 
EZ depoſited from the mals into the gland, ſeems to 
be of no practical ule whatever. 


ldiopatnic venereal buboes, as we have obſerved, 
owe their origin to the venereal poiſon abſorbed 
and lodged in the gland. This abſorption fre- 


quently takes place after the virus has by its acri- 


| mony produced ſome light excoriation or ulce- 
ration in the ſurface of the glans, prepuce, ure- 
| thra, genital parts, or extremities. Whether a 
| bubo ever ariſes, as has been hitherto 2 


aſſerted, from the venereal virus being depoſited 
from the maſs into the gland, as peſtilential 


buboes ſeem to ariſe in the plague, is with me 


as yet a matter of doubt; this aflertion ſeems 


| hitherto rather founded on a gratuitous ſup- 
| 3 than on real obſervation. But that bu- 


oes may ſometimes, though ſeldom, ariſe from 


m immediate ablorption, without any previous 
| exconation or ulcer in the ſurface of the body, 
vs probable from ſeveral authentic obſervations : 


tough this opinion has been controv#&rted by 


| 'ome modern writers. — About 12 vears ago, three 


H 2 ſoldiers 
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ſoldiers came into the military hoſpital in one 
week, all affected with a bubo from the ſame 
woman. They had all been in perfe& health a 
few days before; neither had any of them the 
leaſt excoriation in the genitals or thigh now, nor 
even any appearance of a running.— Whether this 
immediate abſorption is owing to a torpid and lels 
Irritable habit of body, or to the greater ſubtilty 
or leſs irritating nature of the virus in {ome 
caſes, I pretend not to aſcertain. But to this im- 
mediate abſorption it is perhaps owing, that we 
cannot always avoid a — or perhaps even 
the lues itſelf, by uſing the beſt preventatives; 
though they may moſt effectually prevent gonor- 
rhœas and original ſhancres. 

That idiopathic buboes ariſe not only from 
the abſorption of the venereal poilon from ulcers 
of the genitals or urethra, but likewiſe from ve- 
nereal ulcers in any part of the upper or lower ex- 


tremities, is confirmed by experience. I ſhall ad- 


duce a few examples by way of illuſtration.—4 
moſt intimate friend of mine had, ſome years ago, 
the misfortune of being affected with ſhancres. 
Being then on his travels, he took ſome mercurial 
pills; by the uſe of which the ulcers were cured 
in about ten days. The pills were then diſcontinu- 
ed, and he had no complaint till fix months after, 
when he was one night awaked by a violent itching 
at his right elbow. Next night, the itching return- 
ed; and the third morning, upon examining the 
_ he found 1t covered with a thick yellow 
C 


urf like a tetter, As he was at that time on 4 
journey, 
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journey, he delayed taking advice; thinking that 
his complaint might perhaps go off. But, two 
days after, he perceived a ſwelling under his 
arm- pit; which, in three days more, increaſed to 
ſuch a degree, that, when he came to me, he was 
obliged to keep his arm a conſiderable way out 
from his fide, I told him the nature of his com- 
plaint. In a few days, by proper applications, the 
tumour was diſcuſſed, and my patient perfectly 
cured ſome weeks after. 

Soon aſter, I was conſulted by a gentleman who 
had undergone a mercurial courle about fifteen 
months before, for a venereal complaint, of which 


EZ he imagined himſelf perfectly cured. Some 


weeks before he applied to me, he began to feel a 
pain in the middle of the ſternum, which he took 
to be rheumatic. On this ſuppoſition, he rubbed 
the part affected with a piece of flannel, morning 
and evening. Thus the pain in the ſternum was 


removed; but the ſecond morning after, the 
great toe of the left foot, and that next to it, were 
in like manner affected. This pain being removed 
by friction with flannel as before, returned to the 
ſternum; from which being driven by a ſimilar 
friction, it again returned to the foot. He now 
began to imagine that his complaint was of a 
gouty natute; but having occaſion to go abroad 


chat day, he bathed his foot in warm water, and 


$ pared a corn which he had upon one of the af- 
fected toes, in order to walk the more ealily, In 


performing this operation, he cut too deep, and a 


f diately 


few * of blood came. Upon this he imme- 


eſiſted: but the next day, on examining 
H 4 the 


| the part, he found a little ſuppuration had taken 
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place; upon which, he covered the fore with a Þ 
piece of clean linen.— The ſecond evening, he 
felt a {light pain in the groin, which he then 
diſregarded ; but in a few days after, when one ot 
the glands ſwelled to the bigneſs of a pigeon'; 
egg, he aſked my advice. I informed him that he 
had not been radically cured of his former difor- 
der, and that the preſent ſymptoms were a conſe. 
quence of it; that the pain both of the ſternum 
and of the toes was venereal; and that from the 
wound of the toe, and ſucceeding ſuppuration, 
the poiſon had been abſorbed by the lymphatics 
and carried to the firſt gland they met, which in 
this cale was one of the lower lymphatic glands 
of the groin. The ulcer of the toe ſtill continued, 
but was very ſmall, and diſcharged a little matter 
reſembling puſs. I applied upon it a mercuril 
plaſter, and cured the bubo, as well as the caule 
of it, by a courſe of mercurial frictions. 

Some years ago, an eminent accGucheur in 
London, was called to deliver a woman, who 
unknown to him was affected with ſhanecres, 
Ulcers on his hand, and a ſwelling of the lym- 
phatic gland of the fore-arm, which proved ven 
obſtinate, were the dreadful conſequences. 

Sympathic venereal buboes, as Ihave already men- 
tioned, owe their origin, not to the abſorption 
of the venereal poiſon, but to an irritation of the 
moutlis of the neighbouring lymphatic veſſels 
This ſpecies of bubo we frequently meet with i 
imple venereal gonorrhœas; or, where one of the 


glands is idiopathically affected, we ſometimes(ee 
| two 
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two or three contiguous thereto, ſwelled by ſym- 
pathy. In this cale, however, only that which 1s 
really infected, continues to increaſe in bulk; 
while the others remain in the ſame ſtate, and at 
laſt diſappear without any increaſe of their ſwell- 
ing. 
3 buboes go off ſpontaneouſly, as ſoon 
as their irritating cauſe in the neighbourhood is 
removed; and it is only this kind of buboes, 
which quacks, with their pretended noſtrums, 
ſeem to remove ſometimes 1n a few days; while, 
on the other hand, we frequently hear ſome pa- 
tients complaining of intelligent phyſicians, for 
not having been ſufficiently expeditious in curing 
their bubo, or not having done it without ſuppura- 
tion, though they had formerly been radically 
cured by a quack, by the ſimple application of a 
mercurial ointment or plaſter to the part affected. 
If ſuch patients, however, were acquainted with 
the ce between the true nature of their 
preſent #nd former complaint, they would eaſily 
ſee, that, in the former caſe, the cure was not 
to be attributed to the ointment or plaſter applied, 
but merely to the nature of the diſeaſe; — 
in the latter, great {kill and attention is often re- 
quiſite, either to diſcuſs a bubo, or to cure it, af- 
ter the attempt to diſcuſs it has proved ineffectual. 
Having eſtabliſhed this eſſential diſtinction be- 
twixt Idiopathic and Sympathic buboes, I ſhould 
now proceed to ſpeak of the method of treating 
them; but, previous to this, I think it uſeful to 
take notice of ſome prejudices which are enter- 
tained by many, concerning the nature and cure 
of this complaint. 
By 
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By many people, eſpecially thoſe who inhabit 
the more ſoutherly parts of Europe, it 1s reckoned 
dangerous to reſolve or diſcuſs a venereal bubo. 
This prejudice ariſes from an opinion, that the 
virus 1s by this method repelled and abſorbed 
into the maſs, where it afterwards occaſions a 
general infection: whereas, if the bubo is cured 
by ſuppuration, they imagine that no infection 
of the maſs is to be apprehended; but that, on 
the contrary, even in caſe any poiſon ſhould have 
been abſorbed during the ſuppuration, not only 
the virus lodged in the gland is carried off, 
but likewiſe the whole mals is thereby purified, 
| Hence they imagine that the abceſs formed by 

the ſuppuration of the bubo, 1s a kind of chan- 
nel for cleanſing the body entirely from the ve- 
nereal poiſon. As this opinion, however, is not 
only altogether erroneous, but may prove hurt- 
ful to the patient, at leaſt by depriving him of 
an advantage which he might otherwiſe have 
enjoyed, I mult make two obſervations on this 
ſubject. Firſt, That, by the modern improved 
practice of applying mercurial frictions, the dil- 
catton of a bubo cannot pothbly occaſion any 
ſuch thing as a repulſion of the venereal virus 
into the mals; but that, on the contrary, by 
following this method, the virus lodged in the 
gland itſelf is effectually deſtroyed : and, /econdly, 
That, though the virus ſhould have been actually 
repelled from the gland into the maſs, ſuch a re- 

ulſion would {till be preferable to the method 
of curing the bubo by ſuppuration, 


But in order to ſet this matter in the 2 
lig d, 
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t ncht, I muſt have recourſe to the anatomical 
W diſcoveries which have been made about the lym- 
: phatic ſyſtem ; and then conſider what mult be 


the conſequence of mercurial frictions applied in 
che manner to be mentioned hereafter. 

= We know, from the obſervations of Profeſſor 
Alexander Monro, and thoſe of the late Dr W. 
lber, and particularly from Mr Hewſon's 
: 


plates“, that the lymphatic or abſorbent vel- 
i begin every where on the ſurlace of the bo- 
dy, with the ſmalleſt ramifications; that, in go- 
ing upwards from the lower extremities, they 
A unite into larger branches, which terminate in 
the inguinal glands, pouring into them the liquid 
0 which they have abſorbed at their extremities. 
This liquid, which in a natural {tate is nothing 
but mild lymph more or leſs diluted with water, 
which has been abſorbed from the ſurface of 
che body, after being poured into the lymphatic 
E inguinal glands, is again abſorbed by other lym- 
phatic veſſels, which carry it to the abdomen, and 
| thence through the thoracic duct into the mals. 
[Let us now ſuppoſe that ſome of the venereal 
poiſon has been abſorbed by the lymphatic vel- 
ſels of the genital parts, or of the lower extre- 
| mities, and that conſequently it has been car- 
ried along with the lymph into one or more of 

the 


2 


— — 


* But this, as well as the anatomy of the whole lymphatic ſyſ- 
em, and the diſeaſes depending thereon, will be more cſpecratly 
Wultrated by the tingularly accurate and beautiful plates executed 
under the direction of My Sheldon, at preſent lecturer of anatomy 
n London; which it is to be hoped he will not long withhold 
rem the public. | 
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the inguinal glands. The poiſon thus brought 


into the gland will either be abſorbed again by 
the oppoſite abſorbent veſſels, in which caſe it i 


carried into the mals; or, what more frequently 
happens, it will, by its acrimony, excite an i. 
y not only prevent its own FR 


ritation, and there 
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abſorption, but produce an inflammation and“ 


ſwelling of the gland. In thoſe circumſtan- 
ces, the moſt eligible thing both for the patient 


and phyſician, would be, if 22 to * 3 


and eradicate the poiſon lodged in the glan 
For this purpoſe, we know mercury is a ſpe- 
cific ; but the queſtion is, how to bring it into 
the affected gland. Formerly practitioners, thro 
a defect of anatomical knowledge, imagined they 


could introduce the mercury into the gland, by ©; 


rubbing the mercurial oitment upon the gland 
itſelf. But ſo far was this from having the in- 


tended effect, that buboes treated in ſuch a man- v 


ner generally became more inflamed, ſuppurated, 
and even {ſometimes mortified. By ſuch an ap- 
plication no mercury is introduced into the affec- 
ted gland; or, if it happens now and then, it 1; 
merely by chance; for we know that the lym 


p atics ariſing from the ſkin immediately above 


the gland do not take their courſe into the ſub- 
ſtance of the gland, but proceed obliquely up- 

wards to the abdomen. Hence the bad or good 
eſfe&ts produced in that caſe are not to be aſcribed 
to the mercury, but rather to the mechanical iri- 
tation occaſioned by the frictions, and would pro- 
bably have taken place had any other ointment 


been employed. But if, inſtead of rubbing the 
mer- 
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mercurial ointment upon the gland itſelf, the 
ſame be rubbed into = thigh or leg of the fide 
affected, we are to expect, according to the diſ- 
coveries of the courſe of the Iymphatic veſſels, 
Sthat the mercury will be ablorbed by their ex- 
Erremities, and from thence conveyed to the af- 
ſected gland, where meeting with the venereal 
poiſon, it will moſt effectually exert its ſpe- 
cific power againſt it. That this is really the 
caſe, appears from the ſucceſsful practice of this 
method; for, if the mercurial frictions have been 
applied upon the proper place, and in time, before 
& che inflammation has gone to too great a length, 
ve find, that, in eight buboes out of ten, the poiſon 
is thereby either deſtroyed, or at leaſt ſo changed 
in its nature, that it is now no more capable of 
Hrritating the gland any further; nor do we ob- 
nd Herve, that the virus thus changed, and then ab- 
n. ſorbed along with the mercury, does ever aſter- 
n- vards produce any venercal ſymptoms in che 
d, mass. 
PP But let us even ſuppole that the mercury has 
not deſtroyed the potion lodged in the gland but 
has driven it into the blood, as thoſe pn ent com- 
m. monly believe. What wil! be the conſequence ? 
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ul The ſame, undoubicdly, a> When a VICIOFIQUS 
ub- hero dillodges and chaſes a flying en my before 
up- him. The very ſame remedy which drove the 


J0d poiſon from the gland into the mals, will purſue 
bed n there alſo; and enher expel it altogether, or 
rtl- renqer it, one way or other, inoffenſive to the 
"0 body. | 

en WW To clucidate this matter ſtill further, I muſk 
aniwer 
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anſwer a queſtion which I have heard frequent) 
propoſed, viz. Why does the method of rubbing 

mercury into the extremity not always ſucceed in 

diſcuſſing the bubo in every ſtage of the diſorder? 

For the ſolution of this queſtion, we mult again | 
have recourle to anatomy. From this we knoy, 
that there are two ſeries of lymphatic glands in 
the groin, called the upper and lower inguinal 
glands. In moſt people there is a communication | 
between theſe two orders of glands: in this calz, 
the lymphatic veſſels of the inferior glands com. 
municate with the ſuperior ones, whence again 
others ariſe which take their courſe through the ab- 
domen into the thoracic duct. But in other pe- 


„ 
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fons there is no ſuch communication; the Iym- * 


hatic veſſels of the inferior inguinal glands ; 


roceed directly to the abdomen, without in- 


oſculating with the 5 ones. Now, tie 
venereal virus being a 
tics of the genitals, is generally carried to the 


ſuperior inguinal glands, where it produces the 
bubo. Whenever therefore the inferior ingul- # 


nal glands have the above-mentioned communt | 
cation with the ſuperior ones. the mercury rub-þ 
bed into the inſide of the thigh or leg will be 
abſorbed, carried to the inferior, and from thenct 
to the ſuperior inguinal glands, where it wil 
produce the deſired effect. But, on the othel 
hand, where no communication of this kind tales 
place, the mercury is carried from the extremit) 
to the inferior inguinal glands, and from thenc 


to the abdomen, without ever reaching tel 
ecies 


de fi. 


hes. dit 


63 


ſorbed by the lymphz | 0 


* -” 


| dubo 
N lere 
Pr ch 
nate: 


= ow VENEREAL BUBOES. 127 
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ſected gland, on which of conſequence- it can 


4 produce no effect “. | 
VFBut let us even go further, and ſuppoſe, that the 
method of treatment juſt recommended has not 
been followed; but that, inſtead of it, the Irritating 
„matter has been blunted, and the abſorption of 
1 the poiſon from the gland effected by other ſeda- 
tive or diſcutient applications. What will be the 
1 conſequence ? I anſwer, inſtead of a bubo, the 
„ patient will be affected with a diſeaſe of the whole 
b. iyſtem; which, if recent, may be certainly and 
n {radically cured in a few weeks time, without any 
19 bad conſequences remaining; whereas the com- 
. plaint with which he was affected before, is ſome- 
n. times very dangerous, at other times extremely 
" Jobſtinate, and always of a very tedious nature. 
1. Beſides, even when the ſuppuration is of the beſt 
te ind, which, however, 1s far from being always 
+ the caſe, the poiſon, before or after the abſceſs 
he is formed, inſtead of being entirely evacuated, is 
he f not conſtantly, at leaſt very frequently, ab- 
u Jorbed into the ſyſtem. Thus the diſorder which 
m he patient ſo much dreaded is really produced; 
ih. or the cure of which he will at laſt be obliged 
be o have recourſe to mercury, the remedy he was 
ne formerly ſo much afraid of. 

il Let us now proceed to the method of cure. 

ther The 
zKes | 

niy The ſame will likewiſe happen where the inflammation of the 
nc . dubo is gone too far, or where a ſeirrhoſity is formed bs the r 
| of lercury in theſe caſes can have little or no acceſs to the gland : 
det r though it could, would yet, be very little able ta cbagge the 


Pure winch the diſeaſe has now aſſumed. 
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Method of Cure. 


From the obſervations laid down, it appears, | 
that every unprejudiced Tread in any caſe 
of an idiopathic bubo, ſhould always attempt to 
diſcuſs it as ſoon as poſſible, by any method what. 
ever, provided the inflammation has not riſen to | 
too great an height, or ſigns of ſuppuration have | 
already made their appearance. The moſt ellec- 
tual method of diſcuſſing tumours of this kind, 
is, as I have already mentioned, by mercurial 
frictions applied to the inſide of the thigh or leg 
of the affected fide if the bubo happens to be in 
guinal, or to the arm if the bubo be under the FR 
arm-pit. Occaſionally alſo, in the former caſe, 
frictions may be uſed to the perinæum or ſcrotum, Y 
But as ihe ſucceſs of theſe ffigions is limited toa 
few days, they ought to be made not only with 
due care and attention, but, if circumſtances 
permit, be repeated twice a-day. Veneſettion Þ* 
or a purge will, occaſionally, likewiſe contribute 
greatly to the intended effect. > 

To the gland itſelf I never apply any thing but 
a mercurial plaſter; and from this I expect no- 
thing towards the accompliſhment of the cure, 
but make uſe of it only to keep the patient's mind 
eaſy. Of late a poultice made of the root of Atrof« 
mandragora has been much recommended for the BY 
reſolution of a bubo; and by others a arg 
made of the root of Daphne mezereum. They cel 
tainly both deſerve to be tried, either alone, 5 2 m 
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cially where the frictions ſeem to have no effect, 
or along with the frictions. In obſtinate caſes 
alſo, I would adviſe the application of dry cup- 
ping glaſſes to the ſwelled gland, which has been 
attended with ſucceſs at Edinburgh. Repeated 
vomits, with cold applications to the part affected, 
have been likewiſe recommended as uſeful for 
the diſcuſſion of a bubo; but I have never had 
occaſion to try either of theſe remedies; nor in- 
deed the hemlock, which has been prailed for this 
purpoſe bothas internally and externallyexhibited, 
During the whole time that a reſolution of the 
bubo 1s attempted, the patient ought to abſtain 
from exerciſe, and confine himſelf to a very low 
diet; as a contrary regimen might greatly tend 
to increaſe the inflammation. With regard to 
mercurial frictions on the gland itſelf, I have al- 
ready given my reaſons for diſapproving of them. 
Indeed molt of the idiopathic buboes which I 
have had occaſion to ſee treated either in this 
way or by any other irritating remedies, have in- 
flamed and ſuppurated, though the application 
was made with a view to prevent that diſagree- 
able circumſtance; and there are now but very 
few practitioners, let their knowledge be ever 
lo little of the recent diſcoveries concerning the 
{ymphatic ſyſtem, that would cruſt to ſuch an ap- 

plication for producing a diſcuſſion, 
hen I fay that an irritation of the gland it- 
ielt will rather be followed by an inflammation 
and ſuppuration than a reſolution, 1 purpoſely 
mention an idiopathic venerea! bubo; for ſympa- 
1c buboes may certainly diſappear after the 
ule 
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uſe of mercurial frictions applied upon the gland 
itſelf, as I have frequently obſerved. We ought 
not, however, even in this caſe, to aſcribe their 
reſolution to the mercurial frictions, poultices, 
&c. which have been applied; but to the ſimple 
operation of nature; becauſe ſympathetic buboes 
will always go off by themſelves without any 
application whatever. For their removal, as! 
have already obſerved, nothing more is requi- 
lite than to abate or remove the ſtimulus from 
the mouths of the lymphatics. This fact is ſut- 
ficient, I think, to convince us of the import- 
ance of diſtinguiſhing in practice the 1diopathic 
buboes, or ſuch as owe their origin to the vene- 
real virus abſorbed from ſhancres of the genitals 
or extremities, from ſympathetic ones, ariſing 
from the mere irritation of the lymphatic veſſels, 
and generally accompanying {imple gonorrhœas, 
ſwelled teſticles, &c. without the appearance of 
any venereal ulcer. q-.1 

Thus far with regard to the treatment of ir 
venereal buboes by reſolution. I now come to 
treat of thoſe that are either too far gone to admit 
of reſolution, or that reſiſt it on any other ac- 
Count, 

That a bubo will not admit of reſolution, we 
know by the tumour continuing to increaſe in ſize, 
and becoming red and painful after the proper 
application of the mercurial frictions or other 
reſolvents had been made ule of for four or fire 
days. As ſoon as we obſerve, thus, all our at 
tempts to procure a reſolution fruſtrated, we art 
now to employ all means to bring on as * 4 
peech 


ON VENEREAL BUBOES. 131 


ſpeedy a ſuppuration as poſſible. Here, however, 
we meet with three kinds of buboes effentiall 
different from one another, each of which re- 
quires a treatment peculiar to itſelf, nay diame- 
trically oppoſite to that of the other. This di- 
ſtinction is ſo material, that the treatment which 
will bring the one kind to a mild ſuppuration, if 
applied to the other, may occaſion very dangerous 
ſymptoms, and even prove fatal. 

Inthe rſt, all the ſymptoms of inflammation run 
very high, ſometimes even to mortification; in the 
ſecond, the ſame ſymptoms ſeem to ariſe from too 
great an irritability of the body; whereas, in the 
third, the molt irritating medicines are hardly able 
to raiſe the inflammation to ſuch a pitch as is ne- 
ceſſary for bringing on a ſuppuration. In the for- 
mer, it is ky to moderate the inflammatory 
diatheſis: in the latter, to excite and augment it. 
When the patient, therefore, is otherwiſe of a 
healthy, ſtrong, and vigorous conſtitution ; the 
inflammation high; the pain ſevere, and accom- 
panied with an inflammatory fever; bleeding, 
ſometimes even repeated as circumſtances require, 
may be neceſſary. Leeches, however, or, in want 
of them, ſcarification of the part affected, are of- 
ten preferable to general bleedings. In other re- 
ſpects, low diet, cooling drink, an antiphlogiſtic 
purgative, the warm bath, and an emollient poul- 
tice applied conſtantly warm to the gland, and 
changed when it grows cool, are to be inſiſted 
upon in theſe kinds of buboes. 

In the ſecond kind, the ſymptoms of inflam- 
mation ſeem to run very high, merely from too 
great an irritability. But this may be eaſily diſtin- 

12 oulhed 
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guiſhed from the other, by the weaker, ſmoother, 
and more frequent pulle ; as alſo by the conſti- 
tution of the patient. In ſuch circumſtances, 
general evacuations, inſtead of being of ſervice, I 
obſerved in general to be really prejudicial : the 
patient, on the contrary, ought to be allowed a 
fuller diet; opium ought to be given every night 
or every other night, the Peruvian bark through 
the day; and to the external emolient applications 


we here properly join ſome ſedative. In a caſe of 


this kind probably it was, that Mr Brambilla ſaw 
a young man to whom a bubo proved fatal by 
becoming gangrenous, after a courle of calome! 
along with a ſtrong decoction of the woods was 
adminiſtered to him. I muſt make upon this oc- 
caſion a general remark, that mercury ought 
never to be given either internally or externally, 
unleſs for ſome very particular reaſon, during the 
inflammatory {tate of a bubo, or any other vene- 
real complaint, During that ſtate, I have never 
ſeen any good, but often very bad effects reſult- 
ing from it, and more eſpecially when rubbed 
into the inflamed gland. 

The third kind of buboes, eſſentially different 
from the two lormer, we meet not unfrequently 
in patients of relaxed, debilitated, or of a cachectic 
or {corbutic habit of body. When this is the caſe, 
the tumour of the gland, though it feems red and 
intiamed, will rife very little and ſlowly ; the pa- 
tient feels but little pain; no fever attends; ot, 
if any, it is rather of the low kind, and the pulſe 
is weak, with ſome depreſſion of ſpirits. In ſuch 
caſes. (that of ſea- ſcurvy excepted) mercury will 
' ſo:nerimes be uſelm and neceſſary, but evacuations 
ot any Kind are hurtlul; a full diet with wwe * 
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be proper; and an infuſion of bark in wine or 
ſome other ſtrengthening and aromatic medicines, 
together with local applications of more or lels 
active ſtimulants, will be proper. 

If fſymptoms of the ſea- ſcurvy prevail, mercury 
ought never to be made ule of; the patient may, 
beſides the uſe of wine and Peruvian bark, &c. 
eat oranges and other ripe fruit, or make uſe of 
the juice of antiſcorbutic herbs, and take mode- 
rate exerciſe in a free open air every day. 

If by theſe means, or by any other method, the 
bubo is at laſt brought to ſuppuration, moſt 


writers adviſe the artificial opening of the ab- 


ſceſs; but I chooſe rather to leave this to nature. 
From experience I have found, that nature, left 
to herſelf, ſcarce ever fails to make an opening in 
due time; whereas, artificial openings are often 
made before nature deſires it, to wit, before the 
abſceſs is fully formed and ripe. I have beſides 
obſerved another advantage; viz. that the abſceſs 
opened by nature generally heals much eaſier; 
whereas, that opened by an inciſion, or the applt- 
cation of a cauſtic, I have ſeen ſometimes followed 
by diſagreeable conſequences, not only making 
the cure more tedious and troubleſome, bur 
leaving a large cicatrix behind ; which laſt we 
ought always to make an eflential point carefully 
to avoid, eſpecially in women, for reaſons ſufli- 
ciently obvious. In this we {hall generally ſuc 

ceed, if the operation is left to nature. The ab- 
icels then, does generally not open, till there is 
2 thorough ſuppuration of the gland; and the 
ccatrix is in a ſhort time after, for the molt part, 


ether ſcarcely viſible, or entirely diſappears. 
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There are, however, ſome particular caſes in 
which it may be proper to aſſiſt nature, either 
by making a dilatation of the opening, or making 
an artificial inciſion altogether. Where we meet 
with buboes, which, notwithſtanding the means 
above mentioned, remain inflamed and hard, 
without either coming to a reſolution or ſuppu- 
ration, beſides other remedies a {mall bit of the 
lapis infernalis or common cauſtic, about the ſize 
oi a pea, may be advantageoully applied to the 
middle of the bubo, for about two, or at moſt 
three hours, the eſchar afterwards anointed 
with a little of the unguentum cœruleum fortius, 
and the whole covered with a warm emollient 
poultice. This method, firſt propoſed by Mr 
Plenck, I have ſcen ſeveral times followed with 
ſucceſs. 

Here I muſt add, that, in ſeveral inſtances, I 
have obſerved the common method of applying: 
large cauſtic on the bubo for ten or twelve hours, 
in order to bring it to ſuppuration, attended with 
very bad conſequences. The event, in two caſes, 
was a mortikcation, and in others a very large 
ichorous and bad ulcer, which in one inſtance 
appeared really to grow cancerous, and at Jall 
proved fatal to the patient: this, I have nevet 
ſeen happen from the. application of the ſmall 
cauſtic above mentioned. 

In other caſes, inſtead of the cauſtic, we may 
ſometimes expect the ſame eſfect from an applica 
tion of the emplaſtrum commune cum gummi; 
or from a pouluce made of onions ſimply roalted, 


or boiled in oil. A ſuppurative liniment has allo 


been recommended, made of equz. parts he un- 
guentum 
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guentum de arthanita, the unguentum mercuriale, 
and the bruiſed mandragora root, mixed with a 
ſufficient quantity of honey; but I never had an 
opportunity of trying it. 

When the abſceſs has been opened either by 
nature or art, we are generally adviſed to admi- 
niſter mercury internally and externally, and thus 
treat the ulcer as a venereal one. This practice 
is generally undoubtedly very good ; but in ſome 
os mercurial frittions, or mercury given in- 
ternally, will prove hurtful, nay often give riſe to 
very dangerous ſymptoms. 

No general method, therefore, can be laid 
down for the treatment of an exulcerated bubo; 
but the practitioner muſt be directed by the na- 
ture of the diſeaſe, and the conſtitution of the pa- 
tient, as mentioned above, where I ſpoke of the 
inflammatory ſtate of buboes. If the patient be 
vigorous, without fever, the puſs of a good con- 
ſiſtence and mild nature, no external application 
to the fore ſeems neceſſary; but a continuation 
of the ſame poultice which brought on the ſuppu- 
ration, will certainly forward the cure more than 
any thing elſe. If the abſceſs aſſumes the nature 
of a venereal ulcer, mercurial injections may be 
joined to the internal uſe of that mineral. 

But there are other caſes of ulcerated buboes, 
which have hitherto either been entirely over- 
looked, or not properly attended to. Sometimes 
the abſceſs, inſtead o healing, either remains, 
under the continued uſe of mercury, in the ſame 
ſtate for many weeks, or aſſumes a relaxed and 


| fabby appearance; the diſcharge is copious, 
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thin, and ichorous; at the ſame time, that the health 

of the patient, inſtead of growing better, gradually 

grows worſe and worle. In theſe circumſtances, | 
a quite different treatment will be neceſſary. It Þ* 
the mercury before adminiſtered, has produced 
ſome ſenſible effects of its having been abſorbed 
into the maſs, we ſhould not obſtinately aſcribe 
the preſent ſymptoms to the inefficacy of the 


| 
mercurial preparation we have made ule of, and 
conſequently have recourſe to another. We | 
ought rather to take the hint given by nature, 
and not perſiſt longer in the ule of a remedy from 7 
which we find no good effect. Mercury is a 
poiſon for thoſe patients: they require a full diet, « 
wine, an infuſion of the bark in wine, with a free a 
ule of the country air, and gentle exerciſe. Fort 
the ulcer, an injection of the aqua vitriolica can - p 
Pharata, or, according to circumſtances, a fomen -* 
tation with the Peruvian bark repeated twice ot w 
three times a-day, is the neceſſary application; the 
ſore ſhould be covered with fine lint or a piece of fr 
ſoft ſponge, that the matter may be freely diſchar v. 


ged. The dreſſings may be kept on by a piece f a 
adheſive plaſter Freed on linen, To prevent 
excoriations of the thigh from the acrid dil- 
charge of ſuch ulcers, the application of a little 
white cerate to the ſurrounding part will be fut 
ficient. 

The following caſe will ſerve as an illuſtration 
of what J have juſt now aſſerted. An ulceratec 
bubo was, according to the common courle 0! 
practice, treated as a venereal one, by the internal 


and external uſe of mercury, The patient * 
CT, this 
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this method, after eight weeks time, ſo much re- 
duced, and the ulcer had ſo bad an appearance, 
that it was thought proper to have the advice of 
another perſon; when ! was conſulted. I found, 
upon examination, the flabby relaxcd atonic ap- 

earance of the ulcer. I told the phyſician and 
3 who hitherto had treated the patient, 
that I thought the continuation of mercury im- 
proper ; that the internal and external uſe of 
ſtrengthening medicines, and a full diet, with wine, 
were the only remedies. They both were of opi- 
nion, that my advice was an unreaſonable one; 
and that the uſe of mercury was to be centinued, 
only in a different 2 However, after 
a good deal of converſation, I prevailed on them 
to try only for eight or ten days what I had pro- 
poſed ; and the patient finding the courſe agreed 
with him, he continued the ſame for about fix 


EZ weeks, when he was perfectly recovered. 


A ſimilar caſe occurred ſome time ago to a 
friend of mine in London, who gave the ſame ad- 
vice to a patient that had been treated before for 
a long time in the like manner, and the patient 
found the ſame benefit of it. A remarkable cir- 
cumſtance I muſt take notice of, which happened 
with this latter patient: under the courſe of 
mercurials he ſweated every night a great deal; he 
put on every morning a clean {hirt, made of new 
linen; all theſe ſhirts, about a dozen in number, 
aſter having been once or twice waſhed with 


other linen in the common manner, grew ſo ten- 
der, that they ſeemed to be quite rotten, 


If, after a ſuppuration has taken place, and the 
ablcels 
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abſceſs has been opened, port of the gland ſhould 


ſtill remain ſwelled and hard, repeated purges, 
with the continued uſe of the above-mentioned 
remedies, will effectually remove that diſorder, 
The ſinuſes or filtulas which are ſometimes apt 
to ariſe after ſuch ulcers, are for the molt part 
eaſily prevented, as well by proper injections, as 
by a ſuitable poſture of the patient when 1n bed, 
and by a gentle, but careful preſſure, ſqueezing out 
the matter all round, every morning and evening. 
If fiſtulas or ſinuſes have been formed from an 
ulcerated bubo, and refuſe to yield to the above- 
mentioned injections, the knife muſt be employ- 
ed: however, they ſeldom or never occur, if the 
ſurgeon be attentive to the poſture of the patient, 
dilate the opening in time if neceſſary, and the 
patient complies exactly with his directions. 
Hemlock, both internally and externally ap- 
plied, has been ſtrongly recommended for cance- 
rous as well as ſchirrhous buboes : but I never 
ſaw it eftect a radical cure where there was a real 
cancer; though there is nothing to hinder its be- 
ing tried: but in ſuch caſes, the only method, 
that I know for avoiding death, or at leaſt a 
moſt miſerable life, is the total exciſion of the 
cancerous gland, if practicable, and that not too 
long delerred. 
Having thus finiſhed the treatment of topical 
venereal complaints, I now proceed to thoſe art 
ſing from an univerſal infection, or, as it is com- 


monly called, a confirmed pox. 
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| On the SypHIL1s, or Venereal Diſeaſe in par- 


ticular. 


AVING premiſed ſome neceſſary obſerva- 
tions concerning venereal infection, the 
nature of the virus, and the different appear- 
ances of ſyphilitic complaints in general, in the 
beginning of this treatiſe, I now enter into the 
conſideration of the nature, ſymptoms, and cure 
of the ſyphilis or venereal diſeaſe, commonly 
called confirmed lues or pox, in particular. 
The effects or ſymptoms which the venereal 


virus is apt to produce when abſorbed into the 


maſs, are ſhortly as follow. 


1. In the eyes: The moſt violent of all inflam- 


| mations, with a diſcharge of puriform matter, 
| (irom a repelled gonorrhœa), ending generally in 


perfect blindneſs; or an ophthalmy of a more 
chronic kind, from the venereal virus depoſited 


from the mals, affecting the eye itſelf, or the eye» 


| lids; and ſometimes allo the fiſtula lachrymalis. 


2. In the eurs: Deafneſs, with or without a pu- 


riform diſcharge, (from a repelled gonorrhea), 


or from the venereal virus affecting the ear, or the 


orifice of the Euſtachian tube in the fauces. 
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3. In the noe. Ulcers in the noſtrils; an ulce. 
ration of the mucous membrane of the noſe, with 
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ichor, known by the name of ozena. 
4. In the mouth and throat, Ulcers, caries of 
the ofla palatina or antrum maxillare, eroſion of 
the velum, &c. fore throat, coryza, paraphonia. 
5. In or about the genital parts, it will either 
roduce, or what indeed is more frequently the 
caſe, it will prove, a perpetual fomes of excoria- 
tions, ulcers, fiſtulas, gleets, warts, condylomata, Þ* 
polypi. Whether the gonorrhœas, ſwelled te © 
ticles, or buboes, ever ariſe from the poiſon be. 
ing depoſited there from the maſs, is with me, ot 
for want of authenticated facts, ſtill a matter of te 
doubt, as I mentioned above. x5 
6. In the ſkin Copper- coloured ſpots, tetters, te. 
ſcabs, eſpecially on the margin of the ſcalp, ot of 
in the beard; a ſcald head, or tinea; and when on 
the diſeaſe is very inveterate, it ſometimes, tho co. 
ſeldom, produces a kind of leproſy over the whole Þ 
ſurface of the body; a corruption of the nails, Þ al] 
and ulcers of the moſt malignant kind, in di diff 
ferent parts of the body. | 
7. In the bones: Either the moſt painful and ex: pon 
cruciating ſwellings, commonly called fob, . in 
o/to/es, &c. eſpecially troubleſome at night when I dit, 
the patient grows warm in bed; or an ulceration ¶ mad 
in their external, or a corruption of their internal 
ſubſtance, diſeaſes known by the name of carts 
and hing vento/a. The bones moſt liable to be 
affected by this diſeaſe, are thoſe which are not 
covered with muſcles, as the tibia, the rad, the 
e1D0% 
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elbow, the proceſſus coracoideus, the ſternum, 
the os frontis, and other bones of the head, &c. 

8. Sometimes the venereal poiſon will produce 
effects, the nature of which is ſo concealed, that 
they ſeem rather owing to ſome other caule, 
Such are pains in ſeveral parts of the body re- 
ſembling thoſe of the rheumatiſm; pains in the 
articulations reſembling the gout ; white ſwell- 


' ing ; nervous or hettic fevers; conſumptions of 
eme lungs, or ſimple emaciation without any ap- 
parent vice in any viſcus of the body.—Theſe 
„ © ſymptoms have by phyſicians obtained the name 
of morbi venerei larvati. 
9. Sometimes the lues is really combined with 
e, other diſorders, ſuch as the ſea- ſcurvy, intermit- 
of tent fevers, conſumptions, &c. Theſe are called 
morbi venerei complicati, and deſerve the utmolt at- 
5, © tention of the practitioner; becauſe the ſucceſs 


of the cure will often in a great meaſure depend 
jen on the accurate knowledge and diſtinction of theſe 

ho complaints, 
ole The ſpecific remedy now generally applied for 
üs, all kinds of venereal diforders, is mercury in its 
dif different preparations. Though there are per- 
| haps remedies of the vegetable kingdom equally 
| ex- powerful as mercury to cure the venereal diſeaſe 
in all its ſtages, they being either unknown or 
| difocult to be got, are neglected. Mercury is 
wade ule of, not only on account of its ſpecific 
power againſt this diforder, but becauſe it is a 
remedy which is cheap, eaſily to be got, and 
Equick and certain in its effects; in the ſame 
e not Manner, though we can cure agues by other reme- 
dies, 
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dies, we employ now-a-days ſeldom any thing 


elle but the Peruvian bark. 
Several hypotheſes have been advanced in order 


to explain the manner in which mercury pro- 


duces thoſe powerful effects. None of them are 


founded on real facts; all of them are therefore 
little ſatisfattory. Some ſay mercury acts by its | 
metallic weight, others by its aſtringent quality, | 


others by its power of promoting all kinds of ex- 


cretions, and ſo on. If thoſe writers had only 


conſidered, that ſometimes two or three grains of 


mercury brought into the maſs, make the moſt 
violent venereal ſymptoms diſappear, I think they | 


would have never had recourſe to ſuch an explica- 


tion. Perhaps, if there was an opinion to be advan: | 
ced about this matter, chimiſtry could afford us a | 
more reaſonable and ſatisfactory theory, by ſup: | 
poling that mercury has a peculiar attractive 
power, or what is commonly called @ chenuc! | 


afjinity, to the venereal poiſon, by means of which, 


wherever it meets with that poifon, it readily | 
unites, and forms a kind of compound with i, 


which now has no longer any of the qualities 
which either of the ſubſtances had before tht 


union; and therefore the effect produced by the 
poiſon mult, in the moment that union takes place, 
unavoidably ceaſe, and the patient find huolel!F 


either relieved, or, if the poiſon has been ſaturate 


with a ſufficient quantity of mercury, be rad 


cally cured. By this theory we would perhaps i 


more able not only to account for a few grain, 


mercury relieving ſometimes the moſt excruciat 
ing venereal pains of the bones, but allo wity mer 


Cur 


EE" 


J 


* cures the venereal diforder without any 
| ible increaſe of any of the different ſecretions or 


other hypotheſes in the practice o 
n may be ſufficient for us to know the ſpecific 
remedy to cure the diſorder, without being ac- 
quainted how it produces its effects, though ſuch 
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aury taken internally removes venereal ulcers, 
without any external application, &c. It would 
further ſeem probable from theſe effects, that 
mercury has a greater chemical attraction to the 
venereal poiſon, than it has to any acid; and that, 

iven in any of its ſaline preparations, wherever 
it meets with that poiſon, it leaves immediately 
the acid with which it was combined, and unites 
with the poiſon. I could ſupport this opinion, 
perhaps, if I added, that mercury cures the vene- 
real diſeaſe the eaſter and ſooner the more mi- 


| nutely it is divided; that, in order to produce 
the defired effect, it is always neceſſary that it 
be abſorbed into the mals; but that it never cares 
the venereal complaints though abſorbed into 
the maſs, if not carried in f 

to the place or part affected. In this manner 


ufficient quantity 


we could perhaps eaſier explain why it oſten 
ſen- 


excretions of the body; and why, if it produces 


purging, immoderate ſweating, or {alivation, 
it very often leaves the venereal diſeaſe uncured 


behind. But though we could thus reſolve all 
theſe different queſtions in a more ſatisfactory 
manner, I muſt confeſs that this theory is as 
little as the former founded on any real fact, but 
en mere conjectures; and therefore, as long as it 
remains in this ſtate, it is equally uſeleſs as all 

f phyſic, where 
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a knowledge, could it be attained, would lead 
undoubtedly to great improvements in Curing 


thoſe complaints“. 


Method of - Cure. 


IF the patient be ſtrong enough to bear the im- 
mediate uſe of mercury, I begin generally hy 
giving him a purgative ; and the next day I le 
him bathe in a warm bath, made of a decoction 

| of bran, or of ſimple ſoft water. In this bath, 
| the warmth of which ſhould be determined by the 
agreeable feeling of the patient, he ought to fi 

for half an hour or an hour's time; during the 

latter end of which time, he may be rubbed gently 

all over with a fleſh-bruſh, or a piece of flannel 

f Coming out of the bath he may take a glaſs ol 
ood wine, if his circumſtances will admit it, 
Þ| and then go to bed. By theſe means the {kin will be 
well cleanſed, and be better fitted for tranſmitting 
the perſpiration. If he is plethoric, or accuſtomed 

to bleeding, veneſection may be proper and ule 

ful, previous to his beginning the uſe of mercury. 

With regard to the ſeveral mercurial prepar 
tions, I mall ſpeak hereafter. We ſhould only ; 


careful and attentive to obſerve whether the mer 


curial courſe agrees, at firſt, with the patient; al q 
if it does not agree, without heſitation change i 15 
Thoſe patients who will not bear frictions, bea 8 


{ſometime 
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* Thoſe of my readers who wiſh to be more fully 'n 
about the operation and uſe of mercury, I mult refer. to Dr B 
. 4 * * 8 - . 
can's Obſervations on the ſubjo@, publiſhed at Edinburg!. 
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ſometimes very readily the internal uſe of crude 
mercury or its ſaline preparations, and vice ver/a. 
Others who will not bear mercury internally, 
will bear the frictions, or ſometimes will not 
bear one mercurial preparation, while they bear 
another. Some will bear them more eaſily in 
pills, others in powder, or diſſolved in ſome li- 
quid. To thoſe whoſe conſtitution circumſtances 
or choice are againſt mercurial frictions, we may 
give Plenck's folution of mercury in gum ara- 
bic, made into pills: they agree with moſt 
ſtomachs, even ſuch as ſometimes can bear 
no other mercurial preparation; or, accord- 
ing to circumſtances, crude mercury ſubdued 
with conſerve of roſes, or conſerva cardiaca, calo- 
mel prepared according to Mr Schkeele's direction, 
and the hydragyrum nitratum cinereum, or Hulvis 
mercuru cinereus of the new Edinburgh Phar- 
macopœia, are the mildeſt and perhaps moſt 
ſuitable preparations for thoſe ſtomachs which 
are not able to bear any other ſaline mercurial 
preparation. Mercury rubbed down with ſugar- 
candy, or calcined mercury mixed with opium, 
may ſometimes, according to circumſtances, be 
very advantageous; but, as I have mentioned 
before, great judgment and attention are re- 
quired in adin'niſtering choſe medicines, as well 
as with regard to diet, bathiag, &c. which it 
is impoſſible to enter into a minute detail of 
any particular circumſtance. aihe following 
rules, however, belides thoſe to be mentioned 
below under the head of Mercurial Preparations, 

may ſerve as general ones. 
The patient whom we 2 to cute of the 
lues, 


146 ON THE SYPHILIS. 


lues, muſt. have ſufficient ſtrength to bear the uſe 
of mercury; and neither be affected with any 
nervous, putrid, hectic, or inflammatory fever, 
nor with ſea- ſcurvy, or cancerous complaints, or 
gangrenous ulcers. In all theſe cafes, I have con- 
ſtantly obſerved mercury not only prove hurtful, 
but in ſome inſtances, where its ul was inſiſted 
upon, even fatal to the patient. Thoſe diſ- 
orders, if poſſible, ſhould therefore be. previ- 
oully removed; or if the venereal ſymptoms pre- 
vail ſo much, that they make the immediate uſe 
of mercury indiſpenſably neceſſary, proper me- 
dicines ought to be conjoined with mercury, 

For reſtoring a proper degree of ſtrength and 
vigour, an healthful country air is one of the firſt 
requiſites; then aſſes or cows milk as it comes 
from the animal; or, what in ſome inſtances I 
have found far better for patients in eaſy circum- 


ſtances, a ſtrong healthy country wet-nurle, 


whom the patient may ſuck himſelf; or if he 
finds this diſagreeable, (or too dangerous), the 
breaſt of the woman may be drawn with a proper 
inſtrument, and the patient ſhould drink the milk 
immediately: this milk is the greateſt ſtrength- 
ener I know of, for debilitated patients. His 
diet may otherwiſe conſiſt of light puddings; 
tender meat of middle-aged r. of all kinds, 
not too fat, eſpecially roaſted; and at dinner, 
if he likes good ſtrong beer (or porter), he may 
dripk it; otherwiſe a few glaſſes of good and ge- 
nuine Spaniſh or Hungarian wine will be uſeſul. 
Moderate exerciſe of any kind, and occaſionally 
frictions of the whole body, will greatly mw the 
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above regimen, As for medicines, he ſhould in 
general take none; or, if their uſe ſhould be abſo- 
Jutely neceſſary, or if the patient deſires any, ſmall 
doſes of the beſt Peruvian bark, finely powdered 
in ſubſtance, or mixed with genuine old hock, I 
have found e::cellent. If the patient be very low, 
a tincture made of iron diſſolved in vitriolic æther, 
I have found ſuperior to any other medicine. 
The cold bath will be ſometimes uſeful, but at 
other times very improper. This, with cheerful 
company, and avoiding venery or nocturnal pol- 
Jutions, will greatly contribute to recover the 
ſtrength — for enabling the patient to bear 
the ule of mercury. I ſhall, however, make one 
remark more here, which, as far as I know, has 
not been taken notice of by any former writer 
on this ſubject, that weaknels, ber 
and anaphrodyſia, are ſometimes the immediate 
effects of the venereal virus lurking in the body, 
and in that caſe I have found mercury to be the 
beſt ſtrengthener ; I have ſeen people 1n that ſtate 
gain ſo much ſtrength in eight or ten days, from 
the internal uſe of mercury, that they were moſt 
agreeably ſurpriſed, 

During the uſe of mercury, a mixed diet of 
vegetables and animals, as the moſt natural to 
mankind, is proper; avoiding fat, hard, indigeſ- 
ible food. Acids will ſometimes cauſe a griping 
or purging, under a courſe of mercury: where 
that happens, they ſhould be avoided. At table, 
the moderate uſe of wine cannot be hurtful. As 
to porter, or any other kind of beer, it does 
not agree with all ſtomachs under a mercurial 
courſe; where it does, 1 ſee no reaſon why it may 
K 2 not 
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not be moderately indulged; and I never ſaw is 
thoſe circumſtances any harm from it. But 
what I principally inſiſt upon, is, that the patient 
ſhould go early to bed: indulging fleep is rather 
ſerviceable during a mercurial courſe. Moderate 
exercile on foot, in a chaile, or on horſeback, if 
the air be warm and dry, I found always more 
uſeful, than to confine him to his room. But if 
the weather be moiſt or very cold, it will be ſafer 
to ſtay at home. Night air 1s particularly dan- 
gerous; for it is in general cold and damp, and 
ſhould be therefore, by every patient under a 
mercurial courle, molt carefully avoided. I have 
known ſeveral inſtances, where venereal patients, 
during the uſe of mercury, through inattention 
to this point, have ruined their health and conlti- 
tution for many years, or even for life, Where 
the patient's buſineſs or circumſtances of life ab- 
ſolutely oblige him to go out in very cold or 
damp weather, he ſhould never do 1t without 
being warm cloathed, and wearing a flannel or 
callicoe waiſtcoat under his ſhirt, 'and a pair of 
good warm woollen ſtockings. 

Thus we proceed with the uſe of mercury, if 
no peculiar ſymptoms prevent it: let the patient 
bathe once or twice a-week in a warm bath, if his 
conſtitution is ſtrong enough; weak and relaxed 
habits will not admit of this. But whenever he 
perceives a nauſeous taſte in the mouth like cop- 
per, {thinking breath, ſwelling of the gums, the 
teeth feeling as if they were ſet on edge, a larger 
ſecretion of ſaliva or ſpitting than common, met- 


cury ſhould be immediately left off for ſome days, 
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3 warm bath and frictions with the fleſh-bruſh to be 
uſed, a gentle phyſic to be taken and occaſionally 
e: and cold moiſt air in thoſe circumſtances 
to be moſt carefully avoided. If under the uſe of 
mercury ſymptoms of a general irritation ap- 
pear, it ought to be left off for ſome days, and 
a doſe of opium to be given in 1ts ſtead: but 
if ſymptoms of an inflammatory diatheſis pre- 
vail, bleeding will be previouſly neceſſary, Thus 
we continue with the uſe of mercury, as I ſaid 
above, till the virus is wholly eradicated, which 
will be in twenty-five or thirty days, if the 
diſeaſe has not been of long ſtanding, and the 
ſymptoms have not been very ſevere; but if 
the diſeaſe be inveterate, and the {kin or bones 
ſeverely affected, ten or twelve weeks will be 
ſometimes neceſſary to produce a complete and 
radical cure. 
To know whether the lues is radically cured, 
is a nice point of practical judgment; and if I 
ſay, that, from a careleſſneſs on the part of the 
patient, or from want of knowledge on the part 
of the practitioner, with regard to this point, a 
great many patients are unhappy, and ſufferers, 
I advance nothing but what we ſee daily 
confirmed. If we were in poſſeſſion of a re- 
medy, which, having the power of rendering 
the leaſt particle of the venereal virus concealed 
in the body active, and thus enable us to diſcover 
its preſence, like as the loadſtone diſcovers the 
preſence of iron, there would be nothing neceſ- 
ſary, but to adminiſter that remedy the moment 
we think the patient had taken mercury enough. 
K 3 
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I have made ſome experiments on this ſubjeR; 
and I have great reaſon to believe, that the con- 
cluſion drawn from them will be ſatisfactory: but 
as I have not yet a ſufficient number of authenti- 
cated facts to form ſuch a concluſion, it would be 
premature in me now to ſay more on this ſubject. 
As ſoon as the mercury affects the mouth of 
the patient, we are ſure of the moſt eſſential point, 
viz. of its having entered the mals, which is 
abſolutely neceſſary for eradicating the poiſon 
lodged there. The diſappearing of internal 
venereal ſymptoms, and more ſo that of the 
external ones is another, not unequivocal ſign, 
that the mercury has exerted its action upon 
the venereal virus. If venereal ulcers which 
aroſe from an infected maſs begin to mend or heal, 
if pains or tophuſes of the bones begin to diſap- 
pear, &c. under the ule of mercury, we are ſure 
of its having removed the effects of the venereal 
poiſon; but we are not yet ſure of its having eradi- 
cated entirely every particle of that poiſon preſent 
in the body. For this purpoſe, we ought to conti- 
nue the ſame uſe of mercury for a fortnight or 
three weeks after all the venereal ſymptoms have 
entirely diſappeared, and then we may be generally 
pretty confident that our patient 1s radically cu- 
red of the diſorder.—I have obſerved in ſeveral 
Patients who bore the internal uſe of mercury ex- 
tremely well, as long as the diſeaſe took place; 
whereas, on the moment the poiſon was eradi- 
cated, they began to nauſeate it, which proved to 

be the ſtandard of their being radically cared. 
But we mult carefully remark, that though the 
venerea 
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yenereal poiſon had been perfectly eradicated 
from the maſs, and therefore the venereal diſeaſe 
been radically cured, there occur many inſtances 
in practice, where exoſtoſes, knots, or ſwellings 
of the bones, owing their origin to the venereal 
poiſon continue, however, all the liſe through, 
without any bad conſequences; a caries of the 
bones will often remain, till nature herſelf or 
aſſiſted by art has made the exfoliation, Ve- 
nereal excreſcences remaining after a mercurial 
courle are to be looked upon as local complaints, 
and to be removed by local remedies. It has been 


= a general obſervation, and I have ſeen it con- 
= firmed in ſeveral inſtances, that the venereal diſ- 


eaſe yields eaſier to a good treatment in warm 


E and dry climates and ſeaſons, than in cold and 


damp ones. This is the real reaſon that has 
rendered Montpelier ſo famous for curing the 
This is like- 
wile the reaſon that people, who are not cured of 


22 venereal complaints at Peterſburgh, or Stockholm, 
| f &c, are ſometimes cured when they go to Italy or 
Portugal; and for the ſame reaſon, they can bear 


| z ſometimes mercury there without the leaſt incon- 


venience, till they are perfectly cured, when they 
| could ſcarcely bear a . grains of it in cold or 
vet countries, without falling into an immediate 
ſalivation. I have ſeen ſeveral ſtriking inſtances 
© of this kind. This does not ariſe from peculiar 
© balſamic particles in the air of the ſouth of France, 
Italy, or Portugal; nor from any particular or 
ſuperior {kill of the phyſicians at Montpel:er, 
above thoſe of London, Stockholm, &c. as the 
patients often wrongly ſuppole; but merely be- 
: 4 cauſe 
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cauſe the atmoſphere is dry and warm, and ſome- 
times becauſe the formerly neglectſul patient be- 
comes now more careful, and pays more exact 
attention to the advice of his phyſician and ſur- 
geon. A {kilful phyſician, however, will be able 
to put his patient, in any country whatſoever, 
in a ſituation which he finds neceſſary for curing 
this complaint, by putting him for ſome weeks 
or months jn an artificial climate as adequate and 
effectual for him as the natural warm climate of 
Montpelier, Naples, or Liſhon.—One other cir- 
cumſtance to be attended to 1s, that patients un- 
der a mercurial courſe ſhould be told of the ef- 
feats of mercury on gold; ſuch as rings, lace, 
watches, &c. By not attending to this parti 
cular, diſagreeable diſcoveries may ſometimes be 
made, which female. patients eſpecially have 
reaſon to avoid. 
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en MrxcURIAL PREPARATIONS in 

* general, 
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_ 

f. F* DEFORE I enter into the conſideration of the 

e, different mercurial preparations the reader 

o will perhaps be pleaſed to ſee a ſynoptical view 
e 


of all thoſe preparations and compounds of mer- 
ve We cury hitherto invented. I therefore ſubjoin the 
following Table: 


A 


8 Bag 


TABLE of all the different MERCURIAL 


= PREPARATIONS and CoMeosITIONS hi- 
= therto known, 


| I. PREPARATION where the Mercury is imply 
9 purified. 


HAhdrarg yrum puriſicatum. 


F Mercurius crudus purificatus cit. 
3 Argentum vivum purificatum. Pharm, London, 
Angl's, Quickilver, crude purified mercury ; Germans, 
Reine quecekſitber 3 Gailia, Mercure pure. 
71. Pzxrs 
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II. PREPARATIONS in which the Mercury is only 
divided. 


1. By gums or mucilages ; ſuch as gum arabic, 
tragacanth, &c. 
* Hydrargyrum gummoſum. 


Mercurius gummoſus of Plenci (the inventor). 


Co ros ir. 

* Pilulz ex hydrargyro gummoſo. 
Pilulæ ex mercurio gummoſo. Pliact. Pharm. Chir. 
Solutio mercurialis gummoſa. bid. 
Mixtura mercurialis. Pharm. Noſcom, Sti Georgii. 
Potio mercurialis. Diſþcnſatori: Novi Brunſevicenſis, 
Lac mereuriale. Plenck, 

* Syrupus hydrargyri.. Pharmacs Suec. 


2. By reſins or balſams ; ſuch as turpentine, 
ballamum copaiva, &c. | 


* Ihdrargyrum terebinthinatum, &c. 


CoMPoOsSITA. 
Pilule cx hydrarg yro tcrebinthinats. 
Pilulæ mercuriales. I. 
Pilulæ mercuriales laxantes. G. 
Pilulæ mercuriales ſialagogæ. Pharm. Danic. 
Injectio mercurialis. Pharm. Edinh. pauperum. 


3. By ſuet or vegetable oils; ſuch as hog's-lard, 
gooſe- fat, or butter of cocoa nuts. 


* Thdrarg yrum unguinoſum. 
* Ungnen:um hydrarg yri. 
Unguentum ex hydrargyro ceeruleum. E. a 
Unguentum mercuriale, ſeu unguentum Neapolit« 
num. Pharmac. Auſiriaco- Provincial. 


CoMPposiTA, 
„ Unguentum cœruleum fortius. L. 
Unguentum cœruleum mitius. L. 
Unguentum mercuriale. D. 


2 Ceratum mercuriale. L. ; 
Emnplaſiren 
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Emplaſtrum mercuriale. O. 


Emplaſtrum ex hydrargyro. E. 

Emplaſtrum ex gummi ammoniaco cum meteurio. L. 
Emplaſtrum commune cum mercurio. L. 
Emplaſtrum de ranis cum mercurio. 4. 


4. By calcareous earth ; ſuch as chalk, chelz 


cancrorum, &c. 


Mercurius alkaliſatus. E. 
Pulvis mercurialis. G. 


III. PxEPARATIONS. where the Mercury is cal- 
7 cined by heat and air. 


* Hharargyrum calcinatum. 


Mercurius calcinatus. L. S. 
Mercurius præcipitatus per ſe. I. 


CoMPOSITA. 
* Pilulee ex hydrarg yro calcato, 
Pilulz ſyphilitice. Pharm. Noſoc. & Thome. 
Pilulz ex mercurio caleinato. G. 
Pilulæ ex mercurio calcinato anodynæ. G. 


IV. PREPARATIONS where the mercury is partly 
divided and partly diſſolved. 


1. By ſugar- candy, or ſaccharine compoſitions; 
ſuch as conſerva roſarum, cynoſbati, &c. 
* Saccharum ſydrargyratum. 


ComrosriTA. 


Bolus ex hydrarg yro ſaccharats. 
Bolus cœlruleus. Th. 
Bolus mercurialis. G. 


polit. a 2. By honey. 
E * Mel hydrarg yratum. 


CourosirA. 
Pilule Æthiopicæ. E. 


Pilulz mercuriales purgantes. E. Paus. 
Pilulæ Belloſti. 
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3. Mercury combined with ſulphur, (flowets 


of brimſtone). 
Hydrargyrum ſulphuratum. 
a. By a ſimple trituration or fuſion, 


* Hydrarg.yrum ſulphuratum nigrium. 
Ethiops mineralis. 0. 


Couros ir. 
Pulvis Æthiopicus. G. 


b. By ſublimation, 


* Hydrarg yrum ſulphuratum rubrum. 
Cinnabaris factitia, ſeu artificialis, O. 


CourosirA. 
Pulvis antilyſſus Sinenſis. O. 


4. Mercury combined with ſulphur of anti 


mony. 

a. By ſimple trituration. 

* Sulphur anbirronii hydrarg yratum aigrume. 
Athiops antimonialis. O. 


Couros tr. | 
Pilule Mthiopice. E. D. 
b. By ſublimation. 
Sr pH antimontt hydrargyratum rubrun. 
Cinnabaris antimonii. 0. 


CourostrA. 
Bolus Einnabarinus. G. 


3. Mercury combined with ſulphur by ptec: 


tation. 


[{Sce below under the Preparations with the Arid of Vitriolie.] 


. PRITIPARATIONS where the mercury is redu · 
ced to the form of a metallic ſalt or cal 


by acids. 


Acid of ſuet. 2. Acid of common ſalt, 4. 
ſugar. 4. Acid of amber. 5. Acid of arſenic. 6. / 


of wood-torrel. 7. Acid of phoſphorus. 
r1triol. . Acid of ſugar of milk. 


ro. Acid of fai'f 
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11. Acid of citron or lemon. 12. Acid of nitre. 13. A- 
cid of fluor mineral. 14. Acid of vinegar. 15. Acid 
of borax. 16. Acid of Berlin blue. 19. Atrial acid. 


;, Mercury combined with acid of ſuet (aci- 
dum ſebi.) 


Hydrargyrum ſebinum. 


2. Mercury combined with the muriatic acid: 


or acid of common ſalt. 
* a, Hydrargyrum muriatum. 
By ſublimation, 3 
or 


by precipitation 
Mercurius ſublimatus corrofivus. C 


Mercurius ſublimatus albus. O. 
Mercurius corroſivus albus. S. Z. 
Mercurius corroſivus via humida paratus. Aſeru- 


*. Hydrarg yrum muriatum fortixs 


Coupos ITA. 


Solutio ſublimati ſpirituoſa of Fas Siet. 
Solutio mercuri ſublimati corrofivi. E. 
Mixtura Mercurialis. S. 
Mercurius ſublimatus ſolutus. G. 
* Solutio bydrergyri ſalui fortioris agugſa. 
Pilulæ e mercurio corroſivo albo. S. 
* Lotio ſyplilitioa flave, (letio ex hydrergyra muriato fartter:., 
Aqua phagedænica. O. 
Liquor mercurialts. 4. 
Lotio mercurialis. Ty. 
Solutio ſublimati balſamica. Pick, 
* Liquor ad coudylomata. 
Aqua coftica pro condylomatibus, 
d. Coix vydrargyri muriala ; i 


lenck. 
e. the calzx of mercury 
united with ſome muriatic acid, 
By ſublimation. 
* thdrargyrum miuriatum mitius. 
Mercurius dulcts (ſublimatione paratus).,, 0. 
I * 2 X * 4 
Mercurius dulcis ſublimatus. IL. 
* 1 Y 
Calomei ſcu calomelas. . 
Aquila alba. 
Panacez mercur.alis. 
Mercurius duleis lunariz. $1 80d», 


Cos 
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CourosirA. 
Bolus mercurialis. Z. 


Bolus jalappæ cum mercurio. Id. 


Bolus rhei cum mercurio. Lia. 


Pilulæ calomelanos. G. 
Pilulæ Plummeri. E. 

Pilulz alterantes Plummeri. O. 
Pilula depurans. Tz. 
Pulvis Plummeri. O. 


Pilulz mercunales purgantes. A. 
Pilulæ catarrhales purgantes. D. 
Ibid. 


Pilula laxantes cum mercurio. 
Pulvis e ſeammonio cum mercurio. 


75. 


* Lotio ſyphilitica nigra, (lotio ex hydrarg yro muriate mitia,) 


Lotio mercurialis. G. 


By precipitation, 


a. From its ſolution in nitrous acid by common ſalt, 


* Calx hydrargyri muriata Scheelii, 


b, 
Cs 
d. 


©, 


i, Dr Ward's white drop, or mercury precipitated tron 


Mercurius præcipitatus dulcis of Schecle, (the invent, 


From its ſolution in muriatic acid by vegetable alk! 
Mercurius præcipitatus albus. L. 

From its ſolution in muriatic acid by mineral alkal!, 
Mercurius præcipitatus albus. A. 

From its ſolution in muriatic acid by volatile alxa! 
Mercurius præcipitatus albus. E. 

From its ſolution in muriatic acid by copper. 
Mercurius præcipitatus viridis. E. 


ſolution in nitrous acid and rediſſolved by ſal amm 


COMPOSITA. 


Unguentum e mercurio præcipitato. L. 
Linimentum mercuriale. E. Paup. 


3. Wich the acid of ſugar. 


Hydrargyrum ſaccharatum. Bergmen. 


4. With the acid of amber. 


Hydrargyrum ſuccinatum. Bergman. 


3. With the acid of arſenic. 
Hydrargyrum arſenicatum. Bergman, 4 
by. 
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6. With the acid of wood-ſorrel, (oxalis ace- 


1 toſella Linnæi). 
3 Hydrargyrum oxalinum. Bergman, 


* +, With phoſphoric acid. 
4 ; Hydrargyrum phoſphoratum. Bergman. 
| By precipitation from its ſolution in the nitrous acid by 


recent urine. 
Roſa mineralis. O. 


PS. 


$. With the vitriolic acid. 


* a Hydrargyrum vitriolatum. 


Vitriolum mercurii. O. 

1 Oleum mercurii. O. 

E ». Cal lydrargyri witriolata (aua) 

. Turpethum minerale. O. 
Mercurius emeticus flavus. I. 
Mercurius flavus. E. 
Mercurius precipitatus luteus. D. 
Turpethum nigrum. O0. 

c. Mercury precipitated from its ſolution in nitrous acid 

by hepar tulphuris or hepar calcis, 

Mercurius præcipitatus niger. O. 


9. With the acid of ſugar of milk. 


0. With the acid of tartar. 


. Hydrargyrum tartariſatum. Bergmar. 
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With purified tartar, commonly called cream of tarter, 
"veg. alkalt ſuperſaturated with the acid of tartar.) 
 Yartarus bydrar. yratus. 
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Terre feuili-tee mercurielle of Dr Preſuvin, (the 
inventor, ) 

Mercury precipitated from its ſolution in nitrous acid 
by the acid of tartar, 

r Eydrargyri tartariſata Hava; waige, Pulvis Conſtan- 
tinus. 

Mereury precipitated from its ſolution in muriatic and 

. tartarous acid by nxed vegetable alkali. 


04's He. fartar lata alla; Jule, Pulvis argenteus. 
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12. With the acid of nitre. 
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1. With the acid of citron. 


Hydrargyrum citratum. B. 


* Hydrarg yrum nitratum. 
A. Simply diſſolved. 
Acidum nitri hydrargyralum. 
Solutio mercurii. Z. 


r 
. - 9 
- 


ComPos1TA. 

Unguentum citrinum. Z. A. &. 

B. Evaporated and calcined by fire. 

* Calx hydrarg yri nitrati rubra. 
Mercurius corroſivus ruber. L. X. 
Mercurius præcipitatus ruber. O. = 
Pulvis principis. O. E 
Mercurius corallinus. IL. 7 2 
Mercurius tricolor. O. 
Panacea mercurii. O. O. 
Arcanum corallinum. 
Panacea mercurii rubra. O. 
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Balſamus mercurialis. Plnck, 
Unguentum ophthalmicum. & I'wec. 
Balſamum ophthalmicum rubrum. D. | 
Unguentum precipitatum. G. Ho 
Unguentum ad lippitudinem. TL. 5 mer 
Unguentum mercuriale rubrum. D. ; 
Unguentum pomatum rubrum. D. 


Y 

! 

ComrostTA. | | 
: 

* 


C. Precipitated from its ſolution in nitrous acid 
a. By volatile alkali. 

* Hydrarg yrum nitratwn ci nereum. x { der 
8 the 
Mercurius precipitatus dulcis, O. 


CoMpPOSITA. 
Veyetable ſyrup. 
Syrup de Pellet, 
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>. By vinous volatile alkali, (ſpiritus ſalis ammeniaci v1- 
noſus). 
Turpethum nigrum. 
Mercurius præcipitatus niger, 


„ By fixt vegetable alkali, 
Mercurius præcipitatus fuſcus, Hart: 


d, By copper. 
+ 3 Mercurius præcipitatus viridis. B. 


3. With the acid of ſpar, (fluor mineralis. 
Hydrargyrum fluoratum. Bergman. 
14. With the acid of vinegar. 
* Hydrargyrum acetatum. Bergman, 
Comros1TA. 
Troches or pills of Acyſer. 
1. With the acid of borax. 


Hydrargyrum boraxatum. Bergman 


16. With the acid of Berlin blue. 
17. With the aerial acid, (fixt air). 


Hydrargyrum acratum. Bergman. 


* 3 N 7 p n 3938 2 
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Mos of the different mercurial preparation: 
mentioned in the foregoing table, have been re- 
commended at different times, by different che- 
miſts and practitioners, for curing the venereal 
& diſeaſe. We ſhall confine ourſelves to the con- 
= lideration of thoſe marked with an aſteriſk, ſince 
E they are principally employed now, which have 
either maintained their reputation from their firſt 
introduction into practice, or which were diſ- 

covered in our times, and ſeem to poſſeſs ſuch 


qualities as will entitle them to the ſame predi- 
cament. | 


J. They 
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They are ſhortly as follow. 
Mercury in its crude ſtate rubbed down, or, a; 


it is commonly called, extzngur/hed or killed, with 
fat or oils, with gum arabic, turpentine, conſerye 
of roſes, &c.—In a more diſſolved ſtate triturated 
with ſugar-candy, which I think properly called 


ſaccharum hydragyratum.—Unned with ſulphur 


under the name of cinnabar, for fumigations,— 
The metal calcined by itſelf, and thence called 
hydrargyrum calcinatum. 

Mercury diſſolved by difterent acids, and uni- 
ted with them into a metallic ſalt, or precipitated 
from them in the form of a more or lets acrid 
calx. Such, 

With the muriatic acid: The corroſive ſub- 
limate, which I gave in the table the more ade. 

uate name of hvdrargyrum muriatum fortius, in 
order to diſtinguiſh it as well from calomel or mer- 
curius dulcis, which I called hydrargyrum mu- 
riatum mitius, as from the mercurius dulcis pre- 
pared by precipitation, according to the inven- 
tion of Mr Scheele, which I named calx hydrar 
gyri murtata Schcelti. 

With the acid of vitriol: The turpeth mineral, 
or mercurius emeticus, or præcipitatus flayus, 

calx hudrarg vri vitriolata). 

With the acid of tartar: The hydrarg yrum tar 
tariſatum, which ought to be diſtinguiſhed from 
what I call the Tartarus kydrargyratus, or teri! 
feurlletee mercurielle of Dr Preſſavin of Par 
which is a combination of mercury with puritis 
tartar, (cram of tartar). 


With the acid of nitre : The khydrargyrunm 
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/ratum in a diluted ſimple ſolution, or in a more 
ſolid form, as in the /yrup de Bellet and unguentum 
ritrinum. The yulvis mercurii cinereus of the 
new Edinburgh Pharmacopœia; where the mer— 
cury diſſolved in nitrous acid is precipitated by 
volatile alkali, however, not quite deprived of the 
acid, and therefore properly called kydrargyrum 
ntratum cinereum. Dr Ward's white drop, where 
the mercury diſſolved in the ſame acid is preci- 
itated and rediſſolved by means of ſal ammoniac. 
The hvdrargyrum nitratum rubrum, improperly 
called red precipitate, where the metal, after be- 
ing diſſolved in this acid, is expoſed to a certain 
degree of fire, whereby it acquires the colour. 
And laſtly, 

With the acid of vinegar : Hydrargyrum aceta- 
ium, known under the name of Key/er's pills, or 
troches ; where the mercury after having under- 
gone a long- continued trituration, is thereby fit- 
ted to unite with this acid, 

All theſe different preparations are applied in 
various forms, ' ſuch as powders, pills, Benne 
ſolutions, lotions, injections, ointments, &c. 
lome of them for external, but by far the greateſt 
number for internal uſe. In general, it is to be 
oblerved, that all ſaline mercurial preparations 
are the ſafer and better the more finely they are 
evigated. | 
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CHEAT A 


On MERCURIAL PREPARATIONS in pas 


ticular. 


1. On MERCURTAI FaictiONs. 


F all the different methods hitherto diſcoverec 
for curing the venereal diſeaſe, that by mer- | 
curial frictions is perhaps the moſt e:licacious, as | 


well as the ſafeſt and mildeſt. The application o 
mercury in this way, however, as indeed the ul: 
of mercurials in general, requires often conſider 


able {kill and attention on the part of the prac- 


titioner, as well as a very ſtrict compliance and 
obſervation of regimen on that of the patient, it 
order to produce the deſired effect in the ſpeediel 
manner,—Such: is the difference of conſttutions. 
that ſome perſons will be more affected by a te: 
fristions than others, ſeemingly in the very ſam: 
circumſlances, by twenty or thirty: and if mor: 
mercury is rubbed on the former with a view to 
increaſe the effect, inſtead of this, we run the iii 
of bringing on very diſagreeable ſymptoms, ſuct 


as ſalivation, vertigo, feveriſh heat, trembling 0 


| 
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the extremities, and chronic violent pains in ti* 


articulations. 


When 
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When. fritions have their proper effect, the uſe 
of them is not attended with any bad ſymptoms; 
the patient is eaſily cured without ſuffering much 
in the time, or without finding himſelf much 
weakened afterwards.— Moſt people have their 
ſymptoms in ſome meaſure relieved by four or 
fix frictions; though ſometimes fourteen or hit- 
teen are required to produce this effect. 

The mercury employed for this purpoſe ought 
to be very pure; and as practitioners cannot be 
aſſured of the purity of af a5 is ſold in the ſhops, 
they ought to purify it themſelves. Moſt of our 
mercury comes from Idria, and paſſes through 
the hands of the Dutch, by whom it is not un- 
Irequently adulterated with heterogeneous ſub- 
ſtances, without any diminution X its fluidity 
dr metallic ſplendor: but no phyſician who has 
the ſafety of his patient at heart ought ever to 
employ quickſilver, either externally or internally, 
without a certainty of its being perfectly pure: 
for, by making uſe of the metal in an impure 
ſtate, he may not only be diſappointed in the et- 
fects he expected, but it may prove hurtful to 
the patient, 

This being the caſe, the reader, I hope, will ex. 
cule the following digreſſion. 


Remarks upon the Adultcration and Purification 
of Mercury. 


Quickſilver is found in mines, either native, in 
chich ſtate it is called mercurius virgineus; or mi. 


L 3 „eraliſed, 
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neraliſed, when it obtains the name of ore, from 
which it is afterwards ſeparated by diſtillation. 
The ores of mercury are of different kinds and 
forms. The native cinnabar, however, 1s the kind 
which contains the greateſt quantity of quick- 
ſilver. Although many recommend the native 
cinnabar for a remedy, it is a matter of fact, that | 
it is often impure from admixed heterogeneous 
particles. It is, therefore, running a riſk to em. 
ploy native cinnabar, eſpecially for internal uſe, 
Though it is ſometimes more beautiful in its co. 
lour than the artificial, we may always depend 
with more ſafety upon the latter, if it be only Bt | 
well prepared. [2 
The mercury being in the cinnabar, or other 1 
ores of mercury, generally mineraliſed by ſulphur, #F \, 
or at leaſt concealed under i it, the proceſs to lepa- F , 
rate 1t from the ſulphur conſiſts herein, that aſub- WY 5 
ſtance be united with mercurial ores which has 2 Ml a 
greater affinity with the ſulphur than with mer. 7 
bi 
tl 
ex 


r ä . = 
# 


cury ; ſuch ſubſtances, tor example, are alkaline 
falts, calcareous earth, iron, ſcoria ferri, &c. If 1 
therefore, one or other of the juſt mentioned ſub F 
{tances (of which, however, always the cheapeſt be 
choſen) be mi red with the ore of mercury, an þ, 
expoſed to diſtillation, this ſubſtance will unite 16 
with the ſulphur, and the quickſilver, being WF tio 
thereby let at liberty, will go over, in its metallic ix 
ſtate, in the form of vapours into che recipient. de: 
A bad cuſtom has, alas! ariſen from intereſtet the 
motives, viz. to adulterate mercury with [eas do! 


with which 1t readily unites, This adulterauo one 
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is accompliſhed the more eaſily, if combined with 
ſome biſmuth ; becauſe the amalgam thus pro- 
duced is much more fluid, and retains much 
better the metallic ſilvery ſplendor of mercury. 
It is thence evident, that the colour and ſplen- 
dor of quickſilver are not always certain cha- 
racteriſtics of its purity; and the purification 
of mercury, by preſſing it through a leather bag, 
is by no means to be depended upon, becauſe the 
amalgam made of quick[:Iver, lead, and biſmuth, 
is often ſo perfect, that though even the fourth 
part of the whole mals conſiſts of lead and biſ- 
muth, very littie however of theſe heterogeneous 
ſubſtances will remain behind 1n the leather bag. 
The only ſure means to purify quickſilver is 
diſtillation ; for which purpoſe, ſome think, iron 
veſſels .re beſt fitted, iron being the only metal 
whoſe union mercury refuſes, and there being 
no fear that iron veſſels are deſtroyed by the pro- 
ceſs as there is with regard to thoſe made of glaſs. 
To make uſe of iron veſſels is the more adviſable, 
becauſe the mercury expands very much during 
the operation, by which means glaſs veſſels are 
eaſily broken. Ihe higher mercury may be driven 
before it deſcends again, the better it is, becauſe 
by thele means the particles of lead cannot ſo 
eaſily be carried with it. The veſſel for this opera- 
tion may be an 1ron pot, with a long tron neck 
like the barrel of a muiket. But in order to con- 
denſe the better and ealier, the mercury rifing in 
the form of vapours, the end dl that tube bended 
downwards, ould be immeried in vinegar 
one or two inches deep. All the mercury is, by 
L 4 this * 
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this method, not only obtained without loſs, and 
the operator 1s _— to no danger, but the 
riing mercury will be alſo perfectly freed and 
— * from all particles of lead and biſrauth 
which might poſſibly have gone over with it, the 


quickſilver being inſoluble in it. The charac- ; | 


ters, therefore, of pure quickſilver, are: 1. That 
it forms globules when poured upon wood, which 
always retain a ſpherical form, and never are 
drawn into length like a thread or line. 2. That 
it be not covered with a cuticle, but be ſhining, 
3. That when rubbed with water, the water be- 
come blackiſh or foul. 4. Vinegar rubbed or 
digeſted with 1t, ſhould not acquire a ſweet taſte, 
5. Put in an iron ſpoon over the fire, it mult 
Fate entirely without leaving any thing be- 
uind, 

The mercurial ointment is generally prepared by 
extinguiſhing, or, as it is commonly called, xtiling 
the mercury with hog's-lard and turpentine. The 
preparation of the ointment in this manner 1 
very exceptionable, It will ſoon produce, in 
many perſons whoſe ſkin is tender, puſtles ol 
an inflammatory kind, which are very painful, 
and prevent the continuation of the frictions.— 
A more proper method therefore of preparing 
rial, ointment for this purpoſe, is by tritu- 
rating the purified metal with freſh hog's-lard, 
repeatedly waſhed and cleaned for ſeveral days 
with pure water, without the addition of any 
turpentine. The trituration of the ointment mult 
be continued for two hours, even after all the 
globules of mercury have diſappeared, in order 


do be certain of the moſt perfect diviſion. 
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muſt then be kept in a cold place, not only to 
avoid its growing rancid, but allo to prevent its 
melting, which would produce a ſeparation and 
ſubſequent precipitation of the metal from the 
ho lard to the bottom of the veſſel. 
ut, notwithſtanding this precaution, we ve 

often meet with patients whole ſkin ſeems to be 
ſo extremely irritable, that they will not bear the 
application of the ointment even when prepared 
according to the method juſt mentioned. The 
great propenſity of the hog 's-lard to grow rancid, 
eſpecially in hot ſeaſons and warm climates, con- 
tributes * to occaſion this troubleſome irri- 
tability. In ſuch circumſtances it will be proper 
either to mix with the above ointment, a ſmall 
quantity of the ointment of liquorice recently 
prepared, or to prepare the ointment entirely of 
mercury, and the butyraceous oil obtained from 
cocoa-nuts by boiling them in water; or to make 
uſe, inſtead of ointment, of quickfilver divided 
by the mucilage of gum arabic. Thus, indeed, 
the proceſs is rendered more troubleſome and 
expenſive; but the practitioner who wiſhes to 
render the cure eaſy and agreeable to his patient, 


16g 


vill readily ſubmit to inconveniencies of this kind. 


By this method we may effectually prevent the 


| pruritus and puſtules proceeding from = of the 


© cauſes abovementioned, eſpecially if at t 


| { e lame 
time the place where the ointment is to be rubbed 


in be previouſly ſhaved, and too harſh rubbing 
z with the hand in the beginning be avoided. For 
© ſometimes ſuch puſtules ſeem to originate from 
the hair being violently moved in oppoſite direc- 


tions, 
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| tions, which, by 'theſe means, will be eaſily pre. 
1 vented. ; 4 
hy The principal objects after the application of 
4 mercurial frictions has been fixed upon, ought to 
4 be, /, To diſpoſe the place into which the oint- 7 


» ment is to be rubbed for the abſorption of the | 


con 


la mercury; and, 2%, To diſpoſe the ſurface of te | 
5 body to tranſmit the metal through its pores, af. 
fa ter it has produced the deſired effects in the fy. BF * 
ſtem, as ſpeedily as poſſible, and thus prevent a- 

livating, purging, or its ſettling in the bones or } 

any of the cavities of the body. For thele pur- Þ r 

poles, It will be always advilable to preſcribe, * 

before we begin the frictions, a purgative, and to 

order the patient to fit in a warm bath made 0 ? 

ſoft water, and of about 86 degrees of Fahren- Fy 

heit's thermometer, for the ſpace of half an hour r 

or an hour. After he has been in it for 23 * 

quarter of an hour, he muſt be rubbed all over q ow 

with a fleſh-bruſh, or a piece of flannel and ſoap, i 18 

to clean the ſłkin, and adapt it the better to the u 

purpoſes abovementioned. This is to be done, 0 

if no particular circumſtance forbids, the day be fe 

fore, or on the very day that the friction 1s he- i 5 

gun; and to be repeated once or twice a- vel "Ih 
afterwards, during the whole time he is uſing the Ui A 

frictions. | = T9 

The ſame evening, or the day after, having gula 

made uſe of the warm bath, the patient ſhouil 5 89550 

begin the friction, rubbing into the outſide 0! the ( 

ne of his thigh or leg, before he goes to hed, ed : 

a d. of ho wergurial ointment prepared , * Gal, 

| i {rition is to be pertormed Bn fe 

in winter, and the rubbing mull i no d; 
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continued gently for half an hour or an hour, till 
the whole be rubbed in. The part mult then be 
covered with a piece of linen faſtened with a 

© bandage; or the patient muſt put on a pair of 
IX grawers, or a pair of ſtockings if the friction has 
peen made on the leg. The ſame bandage, &c. 
may ſerve for the whole time, being applied only 
to keep the ſhirts and bed-linen from being ſul- 
lied and growing black from the ointment.— 
= Before _ new operation, the greaſe and black- 
EZ neſs ought to be well cleanſed or waſhed off with 


"5 ſoap and warm water. The friction is beſt made 
„by the patient with his own hand, but to fat peo- 
ple, or the ſemale ſex, this operation may prove 
0 WE tireſome, in which caſe a ſervant ſhould be in- 
$2 ftructed how to do it, putting on a glove made 
ol a ſoft hog's bladder or oil-ikin. I would not 
1 adviſe any perſon to perform this operation for 
er 


another without putting on ſuch a glove, be- 
ap, cauſe I have ſeen inſtances of a ſalivation bein 


the brought on in ſome aſſiſtants by rubbing in the 
N mercurial ointment with their naked hand. Be- 
* 


\ ſides, we cannot be certain how much ointment 
A 


i; rubbed into the patient, when part of it is ab 
rect | lorbed into the ſervant's hand. 
the = Aﬀer the firſt friction, we muſt attentively 
obſerve whether the mercury occaſions any irre- 
v8 gularity in the body; and if it does, it muſt be 
ou omitted for two days, care being taken to obſerve 
e : } the ſame regimen, that the patient is well cloath- 
von ed, and that he keep within doors, eſpecially in 
bs ; a cold ſeaſon or cold climate. 


If, after two days, the patient ſhould perceive 
o Cilagreeable ſymptoms, the ſecond friction 
© muſt 
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in order to avoid irritating the ſkin, and to pre- 


he muſt _— guard againſt checking perſpirz: 
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muſt be made in the ſame manner as the firlt, 
The next day he muſt leave it off again; and if 
he then finds no ill effects from it, the frictions 
may be continued every day, either morning or 
evening, without intermiſſion, unleſs ſome acci- 
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dent intervene. However, the place of rubbing . 


muſt be changed every day, or every other day, 


n 


vent puſtules ariſing upon it. If, after five or fix 
frictions, we find that the patient's conſtitution 
will bear the mercury, and that he has no fever, 
diarrhea, ſalivation, or immoderate {weating, ve? 
may rub in at every friction two drachms of the 
ointment, eſpecially if the ſymptoms be obſt- 7 
nate. | 

In this ſituation, when the weather is warm, 
or indeed unleſs it be ſeverely cold and damp, the 
patient may go out every as during the fric 7 
tions, provided he be warmly cloathed, and avoid 
the cold wind, and eſpecially the night air. But 
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tion; and therefore, if the weather is cold and 
moiſt, he ſhould rather keep at home in a wam 
room, and ſhun as much as poſſible every ib! 
convenience from cold. In a ſevere ſeaſon be 
ſhould wear flannel ſtockings and a flannel wal 
coat, according to circumſtances, either over 0! 
under the ſhirt. | 

During all this time, however, we mult ti 
poſſible uſe the warm bath, as already directels 
once or twice a week; proceeding in this matt 
ner, until the patient's health be perfectly *# 
eRablithed, which will be with go or 33 friction 
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if the ſoft parts only have been affected: but if 
me diſeaſe has been confirmed, or of a long 
ſtanding, fo that the bones are affected, 50, 60, 
or 70 FiRions will be abſolutely neceſſary to 
make a perfe& and radical cure; though this, no 
doubt, will vary, according to the conſtitution ' 
of the patient. 


It muſt here be remarked, as an obſervation 
of great conſequence both to the phyſician and 
patient, that the ceſfation of the ſymptoms is ne- 
ver to be looked upon as demonſtrating a radical 
„cure. This we ought to tell our patients in the 
beginning, eſpecially if they be of the female ſex, 
it FS that to alleviate the pain or abate the ſymptoms 
ol the diſorder, and to deſtroy and eradicate en- 
urely the venereal poiſon from the body, are two 

m, very different things. The former may often be 
the '& accompliſhed in three or four days by a very few 
ric: friftions; whereas the latter will ſometimes re- 
oil quire as many months. The fame thing will 


Bu ſometimes happen in this reſpe& when we leave 
off the frictions as ſoon as the ſymptoms diſap- 
I pear, as when we leave off the Peruvian bark in 
arm agues as ſoon as the fever is gone: the fever ſoon 
i returns again, although perhaps with a different 
n be iy pe; but 9 the bark for a longer time, 
ur we are ſure of a perſett cure, and need not be in 
er A che leaſt afraid of a rel2nſ-. 
We muſt therefore for the ſaſety of our pa- 
Wients continue the uſe of mercury for two or 
hre weeks, or at leaſt ten days alter the ſyphi- 
Pic [ymptoms have perſectly diſappcared; but it 
ps here where the prattitioner mnt give proof 
one his judgment and ex 
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When the patient, during the frictions, o 
otherwiſe uling mercury, perceives . his gum; 
begin to ſwell, his breath to ſmell diſagree. | 5 
ably, his throat to become painful in the inſide, 
or when he ſpits cftener than uſual, the uſe of 
mercury is immediately to be left off, until theſe 
ſymptoms diſappear, when we may go on with Þ* 
it again: but I think it eligible to go on with 
the frictions, if the patient can otherwiſe beat 
them, pretty briſkly, until the mouth be a little 8 
affected; becauſe thus we are certain that the 
frictions have had their proper effect, and tha 
the mercury has been abſorbed into the ſyſtem, 

The generality of patients, as has been already 
mentioned, find ſome relief after a few friction: P. 
but there are ſome, eſpecially thoſe who have the 
bones affected with tophus, caries, &c. in whon 
no remiſſion of the ſymptoms takes place till after 
fourteen or twenty frictions ; and ſometimes, in 
this ſtate of the diſeaſe, ſeventeen ounces of me- 
curial ointment will be requilite to make a pe! 
fect cure. | 

In all ſuch caſes we mult endeavour to mak: 
the mercury go oft by perſpiration ; but proful: 
ſweating ought not to be encouraged, left it ſhoul 
weaken the patient, or bring on a conſumption 
eſpecially in ſuch as are cachettic, or of a thi 
habit of body. Where we find the body natural) 
Ciſpoled to ſalvation, we ought to be very call 
tous how we proceed. In this caſe the patien 
ſhould, eſpecially in bad weather, keep with 
doors, in a moderate warm room, without bells 
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oo much covered, particularly on his head or 
neck. The proper temperature of the room in 


"IF vinter is betwixt the 75th and 78th degrees of 
Fahrenheit's thermometer. But in fine dry wea- 


ther, I would even adviſe him to go abroad ; for 
[ have found, in many inſtances, that the enjoy- 
ing of pure free air contributes rather to preyent 
1 In warm ſeaſons or climates ſuch 
precautions are unneceſſary. If the patient be 


weak, the Peruvian bark may be given with ad- 


vantage, from a (cruple to a drachm, in milk or 
wine, every morning or evening. 

By theſe means I have generally ſucceeded in 
preventing the above mentioned bad effects of the 
mercury, as profuſe ſweats, ſalivation, and its 
running off by ſtool : in the firſt caſe it happens 
much the ſame as when, by an imprudent ma- 
nagement, a falivation is raiſed; the mercury 
then, though abſorbed into the ſyſtem, ſeems to 
run off by the ſalivary glands, as haſtily as it 1s 
given, without performing thole ſalutary effects 
in the body, neceſſary for cradicaiing the vene- 
real poiſon, and perlecting a cure. In the latter, 
when a purging is occaſioned by medicines of 
this kind, their abſorption from the inteſtines is 
prevented, and they do little or nothing againſt 
the diſeaſe. I have {een levere] patients treated 
in this manner, who, alter taking mercury for 
lix or eight weeks, which kept them all that time 
in a continual diarrhea, were nearly in the 
lame ſtate at the end of the courſe, as they had 
been at the beginning, 


II. On 
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II. On MxRcURIAL FUMIGATIONS. 


I HAVE little to ſay on this ſubjett. Mercurial 
Fumigations are now-a-days no more in uſe for 
curing the lues, but prove often a moſt effectua 
remedy againſt local venereal complaints. The 
cinnabar is for this purpoſe to be put upon live 
coals, and the riſing ſmoak to be conveyed b 
means of a proper tube to the part affected. 


III. Of Salix and other MzRCURLIAIL Preys 
RATIONS. 


The hydrarg yr gummoſum, (or mercurius 
gummoſus), is a mild mercurial preparation, in 
which the crude metal is divided by means o 
gum arabic. Mr Plenck, the inventor of this 
preparation, firſt preſcribed it diluted with ws 
ter, in the form of a mixture; but this form 
being found inconvenient on account of the 
mercury not remaining properly ſuſpended, he 
propoſed, ſome time ago, to make it into 
the form of pills. He for this purpoſe order, 
of well purihed quickſilver, two drachms, t0 
be triturated with three drachms of powderel 
gum arabic, and a ſufficient quantity of conſerve 
of hips, in a marble mortar, till the mercury las 
op; then, after continuing the triturs 


tion for an hour longer, the mals to be mixed 
wit! 
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with half an ounce of crumb. of white bread, and 
then to be formed into pills of three grains each, 
of which the patient is to take {ix each morning, 
and fix every evening. This form is undoubt- 
edly leſs exceptionable, but ſtill liable to another 
inconvenience, which 1s, that theſe pills, like all 
thoſe made with crumb of bread, when kept for a 
length of time, grow ſo hard, that they fre- 
quently paſs the Romach undiſſolved, and are 
evacuated by ſtool in the ſame globular form 
they were taken. This objection, indeed, cannot 
he made to them, if they are prepared freſh every 
ſecond or third day; and, in that caſe, they will 
be found a very valuable acquiſition for our phar- 
macopœia ſyphilitica. A bolus made from five 
to ten grains of quickſilver, extinguiſhed by a ſut- 
ficient quantity of the conſerve of roles, or con- 
fectio cardiaca, &c. will, according to circum- 
ſtances, ſerve for the ſame purpoſe. 

Mercury divided by means of ſome balſam, 
would be a very acceptable and uſeful medicine 
in different caſes. An attempt of the kind has 
been made in the pilulæ ex hydrargyro terebin- 
thinato, where one ounce of quickſilver is united 
with a drachm and a half of turpentine: but be- 
ſides that the diviſion is extremely tedious, which 
indeed might be obviated by adding ſome drops 
of the oil of turpentine, this compolition is, like all 
ſaline mercurial preparations, ſometimes very apt 
to excite griping and purging, This is undoubt- 
edly owing to the quality of turpentine ; the beſt 
fort ſhould be choſen for this purpoſe, and, ac- 
cording to circumſtances, inſtead of the turpen- 

M tine, 
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tine, the balſam of Gilead, or balſamum Cana. 
denſe, united with ſome vegetable powder, might 
be tried; and thus a pill of five or ſeven grains 
be given every evening. 

The /accharum hydrargyratum, or quickſilver 
triturated with twice or three times its weight 
of ſugar-candy, is, in many inſtances, a moſt 
excellent medicine, as well for internal as exter- 
nal uſe. Its doſe internally is from four to eight 
grains a-day, in the form of powders, pills, or 
troches. | 

The kydrargyrum calcinatum, or calcined mer. 
cury, I have conſtantly found to be apt to excite 
gripings. This may be in ſome reſpett avoided, 
by giving half a grain of it with a grain of o. 
plum every night in the form of a pill. 

The hydrargyrum acetatum, known by the name 
oi Keyler's pills or troches, has of late made a 

reat noiſe in France, It has been recommended 
as the ſaſeſt and beſt medicine for curing venereal 
complaints, even of the moſt obſtinate and inve- 
terate kind, without ever occaſioning a ſalivation, 
or producing any of thoſe bad ſymptoms which 
ſometimes attend the uſe of other mercurials. 
Time and experience, however, have ſhewn tha! 
this remedy ſometimes proves ineffectual in re- 
moving the complaints, and in many inſtances 
produced the bad ſymptoms attending other mer: 
curials. Mercury, indeed, as long as it retains 
its nature, certainly will ſalivate or purge, if 
given imprudently, or if the patients do not take 
proper care of themſelves. Beſides, among a va- 
ricty of patients, ſome will certainly be met with 
Where 
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where this medicine proves not ſo efficacious as 
has been pretended. Every phyſician who has 
had ſome practice in venereal complaints, muſt 
have met with caſes where one mercurial prepara- 
tion has produced little or no effect, whilſt ano- 
ther, tried aiterwards, ſucceeded beyond expec- 
tation. Thele caſes we are not able to account 
for; nor do weas yet know the nature of the hu- 


ww body ſufficiently to foreſee them 4 Priori. 


Leyſer's pills are a ſaline mercurial preparation, 

where the mercury is firſt divided by a long con- 
tinued trituration, and then diſſolved in vinegar. 
Hence, like all other mercurial preparations, 1t 
may ſometimes produce very good effects, and 
perfectly cure the diſeaſe ; whilſt, in other in- 
ſtances, it may prove leſs uſeful, or even hurt- 
ful“. 

The kydrargyrum tartari/atum, we call a com- 
bination of mercury with fimple acid of tartar, in 
order to diſtinguiſh it from the Tartarus kydrar- 
gyratus, an invention of Dr Preſſavin at Paris, 
who gave it the name of terre feutlletee mercurielle. 
This latter preparation being a combination of 
mercury with purified tartar, or cream of tartar, 

M 2 whick 
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* The hydrarg yrum acetatum, prepared by adding to a diluted ſo- 
tion of mercury in nitrous acid, a folution of alkali vegetabile 
acetatum (/al diwreticus), is an ingenious preparation invented by 
Mr Scott at Edinburgh, and perhaps preferable to that of Keyſer. 
It certaialy contains more mercury than his, becauſe metals can be 
tAolved in acids only in proportion to the loſs of their phlogiſton ; 
and in the latter preparation, the mercury is more reduced to a 
*alx by its previous union with the nitrous acid. Hence it is more 
ſoluble in the acetous acid, as ſoon as the acid of nitre, diſengaged 
"rom the metal by the fixed vegetable alkali, leaves the former at 
<Ierty to act upon it. 
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tine, che balſam of Gilead, or balſamum Cana- 
denſe, united with ſome vegetable powder, might 
be tried; and thus a pill of five or ſeven grain: 
be given every evening. 

The /accharum khydrargyratum, or quickſilvet 
triturated with twice or three times its weight 
of ſugar-candy, is, in many inſtances, a moſt 
excellent medicine, as well for internal as exter- 
nal uſe. Its doſe internally is from four to eight 
grains a-day, in the form of powders, pills, or 
troches. 

The kydrargyrum calcinatum, or calcined mer. 
cury, I have conſtantly found to be apt to excite 
gripings. This may be in ſome reſpect avoided, 
by giving half a grain of it with a grain of o- 
plum every night in the form of a pill. 

The hydrargyrum acetatum, known by the name 
of Keyler's pills or troches, has of late made a 
great noiſe in France. It has been recommended 
as the ſafeſt and beſt medicine for curing venereal 
complaints, even of the moſt obſtinate and inve- 
terate kind, without ever occaſioning a ſalivation, 
or producing any of thoſe bad ſymptoms which 
ſometimes attend the uſe of other mercurials. 
Time and experience, however, have ſhewn that 
this remedy ſometimes proves ineffectual in re- 
moving the complaints, and in many inſtances 
produced the bad ſymptoms attending other mer- 
curials. Mercury, indeed, as long as it retains 
its nature, certainly will ſalivate or purge, if 
given imprudently, or if the patients do not take 
proper care of themſelves. Beſides, among a va- 
ricty of patients, ſome will certainly be met *. 
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where this medicine proves not ſo efficacious as 
has been pretended. Every Nee who has 
had ſome practice in venereal complaints, muſt 
have met with caſes where one mercurial prepara- 
tion has produced little or no effect, whilſt ano- 
ther, tried aſterwards, ſucceeded beyond expec- 
tation, Thele caſes we are not able to account 
for; nor do weas yet know the nature of the hu- 


* body ſufficiently to foreſee them d priori. 


eyſer's pills are a ſaline mercurial preparation, 
where the mercury is firſt divided by a long con- 
tinued trituration, and then diſſolved in vinegar. 
Hence, like all other mercurial preparations, it 
may ſometimes produce very good effects, and 
perfectly cure the diſeaſe ; whilſt, in other in- 
_ it may prove leſs uſeful, or even hurt- 

ul“. 

The kydrargyrum tartari/atum, we call a com- 
bination of mercury with fimple acid of tartar, in 
order to diſtinguiſh 1t from the Tartarus kydrar- 
gyratus, an invention of Dr Preſſavin at Paris, 
who gave it the name of terre feullletee mercurielle. 
This latter preparation being a combination of 
mercury with purified tartar, or cream of tartar, 
M 2 which 


* The hydrargyrum acetatum, prepared by adding to a diluted ſo- 
lution of mercury in nitrous acid, a ſolution of alkali vegetabile 
acetatum (/al diwreticus), is an ingenious preparation invented b 
Mr Scott at Edmburgh, and perhaps preferable to that of Keyſer. 
It certainly contains more mercury than his, becauſe metals can be 
diſſolved in acids only in proportion to the loſs of their phlogiſton; 
and in the latter preparation, the mercury is more reduced to a 
calx by its previous union with the nitrous acid. Hence it is more 
foluble in the acetous acid, as ſoon as the acid of nitre, diſengaged 
?rom the metal by the fixed vegetable alkeli, leaves the former at 
Uberty to act upon it. 
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which is a middle ſalt compound of vegetable 
alkali, ſuperlaturated with the acid of tartar, 
Both theſe preparations are nearly of a ſimilar 
nature with the former, though perhaps, in ſome 
reſpects, preferable to it. | 
The kydrargyrum nitratum, or mercury united 
with nitrous acid, has been employed in different 
forms and preparations internally and externally, 


For external uſe the ſolution diluted with water has S | 
been made ule of as a waſh, and is a very good 7 
medicine for ſhancres, &c. The ſame ſolution ” ©F+ « 
made with one ounce of quickſilver to three ounces Þ 7 { 
of nitrous acid, and while yet warm united with t: 
a pound of hog's-lard by a careful trituration, Þ7 i# 
yields, under the name of unguentum citrinum, one 2 
of the moſt efhcacious remedies I know of for ir 
obſtinate ſyphilitic complaints of the ſkin. The Þ; 5 

red precipitate, or hdrargyrum nitratum rubrum, | 
prepared from the ſame ſolution, expoſed to fire Þ 
till it acquires the colour mentioned, is of a cor- |: V 
roſive nature, and therefore employed only in 1 tu 
{ powder ſprinkled upon venereal ulcers as a cau- as 
| ſtic. For internal uſe the hydrargyrum nitra- I ar 
| tum has been commonly given from half a gram 1 7 
to a grain, in a quart of any of the decoctions.— | ga 
But the yhdrargyrum nitratum cinereum, in the wa 
new Edinburgh Pharmacopceia, called by its in- cac 
ventor Dr Black puluis mercurii cinereus, is one pla 
of the mildeſt of the ſaline mercurial N caſ 
tions, and may be given to the doſe of a gran tor 
every evening, and occaſionally alſo every morn- the 
ing. — The following 1s the method of preparing WW ng 
it: Quickſilver, diluted acid of nitre, of each JW vil 


equal Bot! 
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equal quantities in weight. After the mercury 
is diſſolved, the ſolution 1s to be diluted with pure 
water, and as much liquid volatile alkali ( ſbiritus 
alis ammoniaci) to be dropped into it as is ſuf- 
ficient for depriving the mercury of the acid: 
afterwards the grey powder 1s to be waſhed with 
pure water and dried. The ſyrup of Bellet, 
(commonly called vegetable /yrup) a celebrated 
compoſition, the ingredients of which are kept 
ſecret, is, as I was informed by people of au- 
thority in France, mercury precipitated from 
ts ſolution in the acid of nitre by fixed vegetable 
alkali, and the precipitate afterwards diſſolved 
in vitriolic ether mixed with ſome agreeable 
yrup. 

I ihall now take notice of a preparation of mer- 
cury, firſt recommended by the celebrated Baron 
Van Swieten. This preparation is the corroſive 
iubhmate, (mercurius ſublimatus corroftuus) ; or, 
as I would rather call it in the more accurate 
language of chemiſtry, the lydrargyrum muriatum 
{forttus.) Some years ago this medicine en- 
gaged the attention of all Europe. By ſome it 
was recommended as a moſt excellent and effi- 
cacious remedy againſt the moſt inveterate com- 
plaints, and worlt ſtages of the venereal diſ- 
eaſe. It was A recommended in erup- 
tions on the ſkin, and in venereal affections of 
the bones; while others exclaimed againſt it as be- 
ing frequently productive of the worſt effects 
without ever radically curing the diſtemper. 
Both parties ſeem to have gone too far in praiſing 

28 
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as well as blaming. I have ſeen caſes where this 
medicine has perfectly cured the moſt inveterate 
and obſtinate venereal complaints; while in 
others I have found it produce effects of the 
worſt kind, ſuch as loſs of appetite, griping, 


purging, headach, fever, anxiety, oppreſſion of 


the breaſt, and even ſpitting of blood, without 


curing, or even appearing to have the leaſt effect 
on the diſeaſe. But in general I have frequently 
obſerved that this medicine very ſoon mitigates 
the moſt troubleſome ſymptoms of the venereal 
diſeaſe, without eflecting a radical cure, even 
after being applied for a very conſiderable time; 
and I am apt to think now, that its great repu- 
tation aroſe at firſt from this property of fre- 
quently alleviating ſo remarkably the ſymp- 
toms. | 

Upon the whole, though it is certain that there 
are | ona conſtitutions which will never bear this 
violent medicine without danger, yet, from ſuch 
obſervations as I have been able to make, it ſeems 
probable, that the bad effects attributed to the 
corroſive ſublimate have ſometimes ariſen eithe: 
from its improper preparation, from an immo- 
derate doſe, or otherwiſe from a defect of ꝑract. 
cal judgment in the phyſician or ſurgeon. There. 
fore, although I never like to employ . violem 
remedies where I can effect a cure with mild ones 
yet it mult be allowed, that, in practice, caſes wil 
fometimes occur attended with ſuch ſymptoms 3 
require the ule of the moſt 1 medicines, i 

2 


for no other purpoſe but for a ſpeedy — 
reliel. 
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relief. In theſe caſes it will ſometimes be highly 
adviſable to have recourſe to the ſublimate; tho 
it is probable to me, that ſuch caſes are much 
leſs frequent than it is commonly thought. But 
at any rate, the conſtitution of the patient muſt 
be well conſidered before we have recourſe to this 
medicine. If he be of a ſtrong habit of body, and 
nis lungs healthy, we may ſafely try the ſubli- 
mate, uſing the neceſſary precautions with regard 
to its dole and manner of exhibition: but J 
would never recommend it where the patient is 
of a weak, delicate, and irritable habit of body, or 
if he has a ſmall cheſt, has had formerly an he- 
moptyſis, or any pulmonary complaint; for theſe 
perſons I have always obſerved to ſuffer from the 
uſe of the ſublimate. Some indeed who were ap- 
parently of a ſtrong conſtitution, I have ſeen 
equally affected by this remedy ; for which reaſon 
it is always neceſlary to be cautious in the uſe of 
it, We ought never to begin with more than a 
quarter or at moſt half a grain a-day, diſſolved 
in milk, barley-water, or a decoction of ſarſapa- 
nila, When given in this manner, if the patient 
is a proper ſubject for this medicine, it will not 
readily eee any bad or at lcaſt any danger- 
ous conſequences; the leſs ſo when adminiſtered 
m a warm ſeaſon, or in a hot climate. In uſing 
the ſublimate, it ought beſides always to be re- 
membered, that we can never be too careful with 
regard to its choice; and that with the utmoſt 
care and attention to the preparation of the 
lublumate, it is hardly ever poſſible to obtain it 


ol the lame degree of ſtrength, even by follow- 
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ing always the very ſame proceſs. In all caſes 
therefore the patient ſhould be ordered to leave it 
off immediately on perceiving any of the above- 
mentioned bad fymptoms. metimes it allo oc- 
curs in the ſhops adulterated with arſenic, which 
may be diſcovered when mixed with Inne-water, 
m which caſe it will produce a black colour; 
whereas, if genuine, it yields with the ſame an 
orange-coloured precipitate, to which we gave 
the name lotto /yþhilitica flava, if one drachm of 
ſublimate is added to one pound of lime-water, 
Its texture beſides, if genuine, ought to be of a 
radiated appearance; whereas the lame, if adul- 
terated, has rather a granulated one, 

The hydrarg yrum muriatum mitius, or ſtill more 
properly the calx hydrarg yri murzata, commonly 
called calomel, mercurius dulcis, mercurius ſub- 
li matus dulcts, panacea mercurialis, aquila alba, 
&c. is a milder preparation than corroſive ſub- 
limate, but ſtill an acrid one, and thus very apt 
to produce gripings, and to run off by ſtool. Be- 
ſides, as its manner of acting depends very much 
on the accuracy of its preparation, and other cir- 
eumſtances which we are not maſters of, its eſh- 
eacy in curing the lues is not much to be de 
pended upon. Indeed calomel is in different 
countries, in different ſhops. in the ſame country, 
nay even in the ſame ſhops at different times, 2 
very different medicine. On this account, tho 
it cannot be denied that many have been cureſ 
of the venereal diſeaſe by this medicine, I neve! 
made uſe of it internally but for a mercuril 
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purge, till of late when Mr Scheele, by a new 
method of preparing it via umida inſerted in the 
Acta Stockholm, has greatly removed all the ob- 
jections this medicine was formerly liable to. 
As it will, perhaps, be agreeable to ſome of my 
readers to be more exactly acquainted with this 
latter proceſs, I ſhall inſert it here. 

Half a pound of quickſilver, and the ſame 
quantity of pure aquafortis, are to be put into a 
{mall veſſel with a long neck, the mouth of which 
is to be covered with paper. The veſſel is then 

to be placed in a warm ſand- bath; and after a few 

> hours, when the acid affords no ſigns of its acting 
any longer on the quickſilver, the fire is to be in- 
rcereaſed to ſuch a degree that the ſolution may 
” nearly boil. This heat is to be continued for 
© three or four hours, taking care to move the veſ- 
ſel from time to time, and at laſt the ſolution is 
to be ſuffered to boil gently for about a quarter 
of an hour. In the mean while we are to diſſolve 
four ounces and a half of fine common ſalt in fix 
or eight pints of water. This ſolution is to be 
poured boiling into a glaſs veſſel, ia which the 
| abovementioned ſolution of quickfilver is to be 
mixed with it, gradually, and in a boiling ſtate 
x | alſo, taking care to keep the mixture in conſtant 
motion. When the precipitate is ſettled, the clear 
liquor is to be drained from it, after which it is 
to be repeatedly waſhed with hot water till it 
ceaſes to impart any taſte to the water. The 
precipitate obtained 'by this method is to be fit 

tered, and afterwards dried by a gentle heat. 
It might be ſuppoſed, that when the nitrous 
acid 
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acid ceaſes to efferveſce with the mercury, it is 


ſaturated with it: but this is far from being che 
caſe; the acid, when the heat is increaſed, being 
ſtill able to diſſolve a conſiderable quantity of it; 


with this difference, however, that the quickſilyer |? 


1 
47 * 
1 
FB x 


at the beginning of the procels 1s calcined by the | 
acid, but afterwards is diſſolved by it in a metal. | 


lic form. In proof of this we may obſerve, that 


not only more elaſtic vapour ariſes, but alſo that | 


by adding either fixed or volatile cauſtic alkali 
we obtain a black precipitate ; whereas, when the 
ſolution contains only calcined quickſilver, the 
precipitate becomes yellow by ſuch an addition, 


If this black precipitate is gently diſtilled, it riſes | 


in the form of quickſilver, leaving a yellow pow 
der, which is in fact that part of the mercury that 
in the beginning of the operation was calcined 
by the nitrous acid. 

* The boiling of the ſolution for about: 
quarter of an hour is neceſſary, in order to keep 
the hydrargyrum nitratum in a diſſolved ſtate, i 
being much diſpoſed to chryſtallize, in general, 
ſome of the mercury remains undiflolved ; but i 
is always better to take too much than too little 
of it, becauſe the more metallic ſubſtance the ſo- 
lution contains, the more mercurius dulcis wil. 
be obtained. 

* Itis neceſſary to pour the mercurial ſolution 
into the ſolution of ſalt by a little at a time, and 
cautiouſly, ſo that no part of the undillolved 
quickſilver may pals along with it. 'Two ounces 
of common ſalt are ſufficient to precipitate all the 
mercury; but then it may eaſily happen that ſome 

ſupertluous 
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ſuperlluous mercurius corroſivus attaches itſelf to 
b this precipitate, which the water alone 15 incapable 
of ſeparating completely. This is undoubtedly 
the reaſon why mercunus præcipitatus albus is 
always corroſive. I have found that common ſalt 


poſſeſſes the ſame quality as ſal ammoniac, viz. 


that of diſſolving a great quantity of mercurius 
corroſivus. I therefore employ four ounces and 
* a half of common ſalt in order to get the mercu- 
rius corroſivus entirely ſeparated. 


«© If we conſider the manner in which mercu- 


rius dulcis is obtained in the dry way, by ſubli- 
mation, we ſhall not find it difficult to give the 
rationale of this new proceſs. 


« Mercurius corroſivus albus is a middle ſalt, 


| conſiſting, as is well known, of marine acid com- 


bined with calx of mercury. This ſalt is capable 
of diſſolving a good deal of quickſilver in a me- 


tallic form; but for this purpoſe the moſt mi- 
nute particles of each muſt be reciprocally mixed. 


This happens, when by means of heat they are 


both converted into vapour. The ſame thing 


occurs in the abovementioned proceſs. The ſo- 
lution firſt ſpoken of contains the calx mercurii 
and quickſilver divided into the moſt minute par- 
ticles, If to this ſolution we add marine _—_ or 
(to ſave expence) common ſalt, the marine acid 
will unite with the calx of mercury, and the re- 
ſult of this union will be a true mercurius corro- 
Ivus albus; and as the ſolution contains quick- 


& llver in its metallic ſtate, this will immediately 


attract as much of the mercuriug corrofivus as is 


neceſſary to ſaturate it, and by this means a real 


mercurius 
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mercurius dulcis will be produced, which, ſron 
its being inſoluble, will be immediately precipi- 


tated. 

* The following facts are proofs that this pre- 
cipitate is a good mercurius dulcis. 1ſt, It is en- 
tirely taſteleſs. 2dly, I have ſublimed it, and 
examined what aſcended in the beginning, and 
which ought to have been corroſive, if the preci- 

itate had contained any thing of that nature, it 
being well known that mercurius corroſivus 
aſcends ſooner than mercurius dulcis ; whereas, 
through the whole of the ſublimation, what aroſe 
was a pure mercurius dulcis, exactly like that 
which is obtained in the common manner. gdly, 
I have mixed this precipitate with one fourth 
part of quickſilver and ſublimed it, upon a ſup- 
poſition that if it contained too much mercurius 
corroſivus it would be able to unite with more 
quickſilver; but ſo far was this from being the 
caſe, that the quickſilver was not diminiſhed in 
weight by the experiment. 4thly, It is known 
that cauſtic alkalis and lime - water give mercurius 
dulcis a black colour. The ſame thing happened 
with mine. The black colour is no other than 

uickſilver divided into very fine particles. 

* That the proceſs I. have been deſcribing is 
more advantageous than that which 1s uſually 
adopted, I cannot doubt; becauſe, in the firli 

lace, this mercurius dulcis can be prepared with 
2 difficulty, with leſs expence, and without em- 


ploying corroſive ſublimate. 2dly, As there can 


be no danger of its being in any degree corroſive, 


provided it be ſufficiently edulcorated, it may al 
ways 


ae at W 


mercurial preparation, but a mechanical mix- 
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vays be given with ſafety. 3dly, The operator is 
not expoſed to that noxious duſt which in the old 
method ariſes during the trituration of the corro- 
give ſublimate and quickſilver. 4thly, This is much 
finer than the common mercurius dulcis, it being 
| # impoſſible to make the latter equal to it in this re- 
ſpect, however long it may be triturated.” 

{ Calomel thus prepared will prove excellent, 
not only for internal, but eſpecially for external 
* uſe, either in powder, or ſuſpended in ſimple wa- 
ter or ſome mucilaginous ſolution; occaſionally 


alſo a drachm of 1t may be mixed with four 


© ounces of lime-water, under the name of lotio 


fyphalitica nigra, to diſtinguiſh it from the lotio 


fſiphilitica flava made with corroſive ſublimate and 


lime-water. Calomel, when well prepared, muſt 


give the lime-water a black colour, as corroſive 


ſublimate does a yellow. Dr Ward's white drop 
proves, in ſome caſes, a valuable medicine. 
Thecalx hydrarg yr: vitriolata, commonly called 


Eturbeth mineral, or mercurtus emeticus flaws, is a 
medicine now very little uſed, except by thoſe 


who think a mercurial vomit preferable to one of 
tartar emetic or ipecacuanha, for curing a ſwelled 
telticle ariſing from a venereal cauſe. Some in- 
ſtances however I have ſeen, where this medicine, 
given daily in very ſmall doſes, effectually removed 
moſt obſtinate venereal complaints of the ſkin. 

I come Jaſtly to ſpeak of a medicine, which, 


Home time ago, and even yet, is inade uſe of by 


many for the cure of the lues; I mean Plummer's 
powder or hills; which, properly ipeaking, are not 
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ture of mercurius dulcis, and ſulphur of ani. b 
mony. I have already obſerved, that mercurius I 
dulcis, when prepared by ſublimation, is a very [| g1 
different medicine in different countries and er 

laces; that it is therefore a medicine not to be nc 
depended upon: for this reaſon, I never would dc 
adviſe any perſon, as well for his own ſatisfattion ob 
as that of his patient, to truſt to Plummer's pills ha 
for curing the venereal diſeaſe. Plummer haz co 
compounded the calomel with ſulphur of anti- 
mony, 1 for the 2 39 which ſtill ſeems 
to be expected by thoſe who make uſe of this 
compoſition, viz. by means of the ſulphur to pre- 
vent falivation, and to direct the mercury to tie I 
ſkin. This ſeems eſpecially to be the deſign in 2 © 
cutaneous eruptions of the venereal kind. But I fall 
though this medicine may ſometimes be effectual 
in removing cutaneous diſorders, I muſt, from 
my own experience, as well as from that of ſeve- 
ral other unprejudiced practitioners, pronounce i 
a very e e one for curing a confirmed lues. 
Repeated inſtances indeed have come under my 
obſervation, where thele pills having been taken 
fora conſiderable time, have removed the ſymp- 
toms for a time, without effecting a radical cure; 
which are to me ſufficient reaſons for thinking 
it an unſafe medicine, and conſequently that no 
practitioner ought to put confidence in it for tit 
cure of the lues, when he has a ſafer one in hi 
nands. 

Whether crude mercury boiled with ſimple wa 

ter communicates to it ſomething of its qualities, 
and with what ſucceſs ſuch a decoction might 
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be adminiſtered for curing venereal complaints, 
I am not able to ſay. I have ſeen this decoction 
5 giren to children affected with worms, in differ- 
ent parts of the continent; with what effect, I had 
no opportunity to aſcertain: but I know of a 
dog in London who was radically cured of a moſt 
| obſtinate mange, for which a variety of medicines 
had been tried in vain, from the uſe of this de-: 
coction for his common drink. 
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IV. On PTYALISM or SALIVATION. 


IT has been a matter of controverſy, whether 
a confirmed lues may be radically cured without 
ſalivation; and though there is now hardly any 
medical man who doubts of the poſſibility of a 
perfect cure without it, there are ſtill many who 
. ſalivation, not only for the cure of the 
lues, but, in ſome countries, for that of the 
e, Conorrhœa alſo. This mode of treatment, in 
uche former caſe, is ſtill very much in vogue, in 
en private practice as well as in hoſpitals, eſpecially 
b. France: in other countries, it is almoſt entirely 
e: Nconfined to hoſpitals. 

ing . How far this practice of ſalivating ſuch pa- 
no dents is juſtifiable, in che former as well as in the 
the [I /#tter cale, ſhall be the ſubje of my preſent in- 

i; WW 4vUry. 

It has been the opinion of many, and publicly 
v2 Me ierted by Dr Friend, and even by ſeveral late 
ies, ners, that a falivation is not only neceſſary to 
oht ect a radical cure, but alſo that the greater the 
be ſalvation, 
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ſalivation, the more certain and effectual will þ 
the cure of the lues, eſpecially when the bony 
are affected. 4 
I muſt confeſs, I have always experienced th: 
direct contrary. Amongſt a great many patienu 
of different ages, conſtitutions, and climates, wu 
have been under my care, I have not only nd 
found one who required ſalivation, but I — 
on the contrary, conſtantly obſerved, that th: 
greater the ſalivation, the leſs certain and effec. 
tual was the cure of the lues. This is ſo true, tan 
even the modern advocates for ſalivation unan: n 
mouſlly confeſs, that a ſtrong ſalivation is hurtful, ft 
and that only a gentle one ſhould be raiſed. Cod r 
J allow this to be right, I would obſerve, that u di 
ſtop, or even moderate, a ſali vation once begu, 0! 
is in many caſes more eaſily ſaid than accom tr 
pliſhed. This is often entirely out of our power; 3: 
and it is yet one of the great deſiderata in med: an 
cine, to know a ſpecific remedy that will produce an 


ſuch an effect. This is ſo little in our power Ou 
that I have ſeen more than once patients carriei d 
oft by ſalivation, (their ſtrength being totally e-; wh 
hauſted) before it could be leſſened or ſtopt h 8© 
any remedy whatſoever. Others who did not fin eat 
entirely under it, remained languid from de Po 
evacuation, for months and even years, and f a 
veral I have ſeen die ina conſumption brought on cal 
by ſuch a courle. Beſides, a ſalivation is na um 
only very troubleſome to the patient, by ſpitting lie 
day and night, and by filling the room with 2 4. 
very diſagreeable ſmell; but frequently allo p- 115 
duces painful ulcers in the mouth, fauces, & 1 


which ; 
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which, if not taken care of in time, or being 
miſtaken for venereal ones, by continuing the 
uſe of mercury, become more dangerous than the 
venereal diſeaſe itſelf. | | 

It may ſeem ſurpriſing, thetefore, how ſuch a 
dangerous method of attempting the cure of the 
venereal diſeaſe as that by ſalivation ſhould ſtill 
be retained and practiſed in ſome hoſpitals, The 
three following reaſons, indeed, I have heard al- 
leged. 1. To confine the patients with the go- 


norrhœa or lues to the room, and to prevent them 
from _ a freſh infection before they are cu- 
red of the 


rſt. 2. To get rid of ſuch poor pa- 
tients in a month or five weeks, in order to take 


others in their place into the hoſpital, who are 
7 treated and ſent away in the fame manner. 
3. Becauſe many, of the lower claſs of people have 
an unhappy prejudice in favour of this method, 
and imagine they cannot be radically cured with- 
out what they call a good and continued ſaliva- 


tion. To me, however, theſe reaſons appear 


© wholly inſufficient. To prevent the patients from 
getting a freſh infection, better means might be 
eaſily found out. With regard to the — 
point, I think it more reaſonable and more hu- 
mane to cure a ſmaller number of patients radi- 
cally without ſalivation, even though a longer 
time ſhould be taken up in the cure, than to re- 
eve the complaints of a great number in a ſhort- 
er time by ſuch an uncertain, troubleſome, and 
bometimes dangerous method. We may add to 
this, that experience daily ſhows, that a number 
of thoſe patients who ſeem to be cured by the ceſ- 
4; N 
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frequently return in a ſhort time to the hoſpital 
with the ſame ſymptoms they were affected with 
before, or find themſelves obliged to ſeek aſſiſtance 
ſomewhere elſe, at the ſame time that they ſo. 
lemnly proteſt againſt their having received a ney 


infection. The third reaſon alleged in favour of | 
ſalivation is the worſt of all. I am of opinion, 
that no perſon of integrity, who practiſes medi. 
cine, ſhould ever comply with the prejudices of Þ 


his patients when they may be hurtful to them, 
or when he knows that by a contrary method 
he is able to cure them with greater certainty and 
ſafety. Beſides, it will be an eaſy matter for a 
— or furgeon, who knows how to gain 
the confidence of his patient, to convince him of 
the folly of ſuch prejudices. Salivation, there- 
fore, being, in my opinion, an exceptionable 
method of cure in any circumſtances whatever, | 
think it, in all caſes, moſt prudent to avoid is, 
or, if preſent, to moderate and remove it at 
quickly and ſpeedily as poſſible. 

The method of preventing a falivation I have 
laid down above, when ſpeaking on mercurial 
frictions. The means to be uſed for this pur: 
poſe are ſhortly the following. 1. A careful ad: 
miniſtration of mercury both as to its preparation 
and doſe. 2. The avoiding cold or damp all 
eſpecially at night. 3. The uſe of warm cloaths 


or, in a cold damp ſeaſon or climate, the cor 


ſtant wearing of flannel next the ſkin. 4. Tht | 


repeated uſe of warm baths, and the internal ut 
of diaphoretic or diuretic decoctions along 
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the mercury. 5. The avoiding too hot rooms 
and confined air. 6. Covering the neck and head 
but very {lightly day or night. 7. Taking a doſe 
ol gentle cooling phyſic, and intermitting the uſe 
of the une as ſoon as the breath and teeth 
begin to be affected. 8. If the patient is not of 
a phlogiſtic habit of body, a free diet, with the 
moderate uſe of wine, is to be ordered, rather 
than a low one. Smoaking tobacco ſhould alſo 
be avoided, during a courſe of mercurials, by 
Z thoſe who are accuſtomed to it. | 


It is alſo to be obſerved, that, in general, a ſali- 


vation will take place more readily under the uſe 
of acrid mercurial preparations, and in a cold and 
= damp ſeaſon or climate; that ſome conſtitutions 
are more diſpoſed to it than others; and that par- 
# ticularly thoſe who have previouſly taken mercury 
are often ready to fall into a ſalivation by uſing 
the ſmalleſt doſe, though perhaps in the former 
diſeaſe they felt no ſuch effect from the uſe of it. 


A variety of medicines given ſeparately, or 


combined with the mercury, have been likewiſe 
recommended for preventing it from affecting the 
mouth, as well as for checking a ſalivation after 
it has taken place. The principal of theſe are 
$ ſulphur, ſulphur of antimony, camphire, the Pe- 
| ruvian bark, and iron. By a careful attention, 
| however, to the foregoing rules, I think it is in 
general not very difficult to avoid a ſalivation, 
| without having recourſe to any of theſe remedies ; 
elpecially as I have ſeen ſome of them repeatedly 
applied by others without ſucceſs. Wit regard 
o the latter point, viz. the abating and removing 
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with ſuccels. 


As ſoon as the patient feels his mouth affected, ; 
he ought to leave off the uſe of mercury, and 


keep within doors, in a moderately warm room, 
if the ſeaſon be cold. If his — and conſtitu- 
tion will allow, we may adminiſter him a gentle 
laxative; but ſhould be careful about preſcribing 
purgatives, becauſe they often will bring on a 
diarrhœa, which we ſhall find ſometimes great 
difficulty to ſtop, and which may prove danger- 
ous in its conſequences. If he can bear it, he 
ſhould allo, for four or five days, be placed 
every evening in a warm bath, rubbing his 
body in the mean time with a fleſh-bruſh or piece 
of flannel; and when he comes out of the bath, he 
muſt again dreſs himſelf immediately in flannel 
cloaths. If phlogiſtic ſymptoms occur, he ſhould 
be confined to a low diet, and drink barley-water 
or any other mucilaginous decoction; but if his 
ſtrength is very much reduced, a good nouriſh- 
ing diet, together with the uſe of wine, an inſu- 
ſion of Peruvian bark, or guaſſia wood, in vine 
or cinnamon-water, and the free country air, are 
certainly more proper. If the air is dry, he 
ſhould not confine himſelf to his room, but 7 
abroad a little, unleſs it be very cold. When the 
ſalivary ducts are very much relaxed, and the 
pitting continues undiminiſhed, an aſtringent 
gargle may, with proper precautions, - = 

cribed. 


a ſalivation when once begun, it is ſometimes a © 
very difficult matter: the following method, 
however, with an exact obſervance of the rules 
above mentioned, will frequently be attended * 
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{cribed. It may be made of the decoction of Pe- 
ruvian bark, or of the cortex ſalicis albe, in red 
wine Orin water; to which, according to circum- 
ſtances, may be added ſome tincture of gum-lac 
or of myrrh. Common ſulphur may alſo be 
iven occaſionally, either alone or joined with 
ome cooling purgatives. The ſulphur of anti- 
mony has been recommended in ſuch caſes as a 
diaphoretic. An eminent phyſician has recom- 
mended for this purpoſe the aurum fulminans, 
given every day from three to five grains, as 
a very efficacious medicine; but as I have never 


kad occaſion to try this remedy myſelf, I am 


unable to ſay whether this advice 1s founded on 
experience, or only on a theory derived from the 
chemical affinity or attraction between mercury 
and gold. In an obſlinate ptyaliſm, a bliſter, 
ſeton, or iſfue, in the neck, or the volatile lini- 
ment applied to the throat, ſometimes prove ſer- 
viceable; and in deſparate caſes we might alſo 
try the effect of repeatedly pouring ob water 


over the head and face, letting the patient fit in 
the mean time with the reſt of the body immerſed 
in a warm bath. 
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CH AP. XIV. | 


Of the Reaſons why certain VENEREAL 
CoMPLAINTS do not yield to MER CURy, 


| pm reaſons practical obſervations have ſug. 
| geſted to me why mercury ſometimes fa 1 
in curing venereal complaints, depend on the 
following cauſes; viz. 1. On mercury and its | 


preparations. 2. On the method of exhibiting 
them, internally as well as externally. 9g. On ſo 
the greater or leſs irritability or conſtitutional ei 
ſtrength of the patient, or ſome faults committed fo 
by the ſame. 4. On the nature of the diſeaſe it- in 
ſelf. —— ſhall treat of them in order. = cle 
Since the uſe of mercurial ointment in frictions, ſte 


the firſt and only method made uſe of in the fix- 7 e 
teenth century, ſeveral other preparations, both 
for internal and external uſe, have been diſco- laſ 
vered and tried, with a view to cure venereal N {o: 
complaints which would not yield to frictions, 
or to remove the diſeaſe more ſpeedily or in a by 
more convenient manner. I ſhall avoid N 

here any reflections on the preference either of 
thoſe methods claim over the reſt; and ſhall con. mee 
fine myſelf entirely to the reaſons why mercurial ma 
frictions, as well as other preparations of mei- if {i 


cury, ſometimes prove ineffectual for * 
ome 
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{ome venercal complaints, having offered ſome 
obſervations on theſe preparations before. 

I have ſeen a variety of perſons affected with 
gleets, ſhancres, pains and caries of the bones, 
cutaneous eruptions, herpes, ulcerations of the 
noſe, throat, &c. condylomatous or verrucous 
excreſcences in different parts of the body, but 
eſpecially about the anus and pudenda, which 
ſeemed obſtinately to reſiſt the effects of mercury; 
and which, ſo far from being removed after a 
copious and diſagreeable ſalivation, were rather 
increaſed by it, and, when removed, often re- 
turned again ſhortly afterwards. 

After a careful inquiry, I found that the 
eauſes of this difficulty were very often to be 
ſought for in the wars Dan itſelf; being owing, 
either, 1. To its being badly prepared, or ill fitted 
for curing the diſeaſe. 2. To its not being given 
in ſufficient quantity, or continued for a ſuffi- 
cient length of time. 3. To its being admint- 


ſtered in too great a quantity, and by that means 
exciting a ſalivation, ſweats, and purging, without 
& deſtroying the venereal virus in the body; or, 
# laſtly, To its being mixed with other ſubſtances, 


ſo as to render it inefficacious. - | 


The great ym in curing the venereal diſeaſe 
being to introduce ſuch a quantity 


to eradicate the venereal poiſon, it is evident that 
medicines unſkilfully or negligently prepared, 


may have the worlt effects. Thus, for example, 
if lublimate is mixed with arſenic in order to 


N4 render 
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render it whiter, and give it the better appear. 
ance, or if mercury is combined with ſubſtances 
incapable of holding it ſuſpended, or if, when 
made into pills, it is not ſuffciently tritu- 
rated ſo as to be equally divided, its effects can- 
not but be precarious. In the latter caſe one pill 
may contain three or more grains of mercury; and 
another only one grain, or perhaps none at all; 
and when this is the caſe, the latter will have no 
effect, while from the former the patient may 
experience a violent griping and purging. 

Here we may obſerve, that a mercurial prepa- 
ration is always ill fitted for the purpoſe, when- 
ever it is incapable of entering into the habit, or 
if, when it has entered the circulation, it excites 
a ſalivation before it has deſtroyed the virus; for 
it is erroneous to believe that by ſalivation all the 
poiſon is carried off, and the diſeaſe by that 
means radically cured, juſt the contrary to this 
being the caſe. It is true, that if a ſalivation is 
brought on, the patient will oſten find all his 
ſymptoms diſappear, and of courſe be induced 
to think himſelb cured; but ſome months, and 
ſometimes only a few weeks afterwards, the com- 
plaints will, in many caſes, return again with 
increaſed violence. I do not deny, however, but 
that the diſeaſe, eſpecially if flight, may by 
this means be radically cured; but I maintain, 
from repeated obſervations in private as well at 
hoſpital practice, that the practitioner can never! 
be certain of the real cure ; and of courle that 
the cures effected by ſalivation are not only 


doubtful, but oftentimes altogether n 
ut 
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But upon this ſubje& I had occaſion to treat more 
fully in the foregoing chapter Of mercurial prepa- 
rations in particular, and under the head of 
Salvation. 

The principal remark to be made here is, that 
to cure our patients well and radically, no 1 
tioner who has their welfare at heart, and who 
does not adminiſter his medicines at random, will 
ever make uſe of any mercurial preparation or 


compoſition which he has not prepared himſelf, 


or at leaſt taken care to ſee prepared by ſome one 
on whoſe integrity and care he can rely. The 
repeated diſappointments I have experienced my- 
ſelf, and which I have ſeen happen to others, 
have rendered me ſcrupulouſly exact on this 
head. 

We ſhould likewiſe be careful not to make 
uſe of mercurials combined with other medicines, 
becauſe they not only diſappoint us, but often 
render the cure more tedious and precarious. I 
have ſeen repeated inſtances of this with Plum- 
mer's pills; and have heard the ſame remark 
made by others who were attentive and emi- 
nent practitioners, 

We ought never to give acrid preparations of 
mercury, when we can effect a cure with mild 
ones. The dreadful eſſects I have repeatedly been 
an eye-witneſs to from remedies of this ſort, e- 
ſpecially from the corroſive ſublimate, oblige me 
to inculcate this caution with the greater warmth. 
The conſtant effects of ſuch acrid compoſitions, 
eſpecially in delicate habits, are pains in the ſto- 
mach and bowels, loſs of appetite, violent gri- 


Pings, 
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Pings, diarrhœas, and ſometimes dangerous eg. 
ics; or, if they enter into the circulation, 


they will excite ſpitting of blood, convulſions, 
nervous fevers, and other complaints, more bane. | 


ful even than that they were intended to eradi. 


cate; or elſe they will mg excite a ſalivation, | 


and of courſe prevent them from being continued 
to complete the cure. If we ſometimes adminiſter 
them, as may now and then be requiſite in cu- 
taneous or deep-ſeated venereal complaints, we 
ſhould carefully conſider the habit of the patient; 
and if that will admit of them, ſhould begin with 
very {mall doſes, in order to avoid the above- 
mentioned ſymptoms, particularly the diarrhea; 
for when that takes place, the mercury, inſtead of 
entering into the mals, will be carried off by ſtool, 
and of courſe occaſion trouble and pain to the 
patient, without affording him any relief. In 
general, therefore, we ſhould be careful in the 
choice and adminiſtration of mercurial prepara- 
tions: we ſhould find out, in every caſe, that 
preparation which ſeems beſt to agree with the 
conſtitution, and never inſiſt obſtinately on the 
uſe of a preparation or doſe which excites bad 
ſymptoms in the body: we ſhould not imitate 
the example of thoſe quacks whoſe knowledge 


conſiſts entirely in a noſtrum, which they give 


indiſcriminately to all their patients, for every 
kind of venereal complaint, and pronounce their 
patients cured as ſoon as the ſymptoms of the dil- 
order have diſappeared ; to which allertion, cre- 
dit is the more readily given, as moſt young men 
diſlike to be conſtrained or confined to a courle o 

medicine: 
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mae dicines for a length of time. Thus they will 
now and then cure a patient; but in the mean 
time, ruin the conſtitution of many, and com- 
monly render the diſeaſe more obſtinate and in- 
veterate for the future. The poiſon indeed re- 
mains latent for weeks, months, or ſometimes 


— 
5. 4. CS 3 


even for years; but then it breaks out with re- 
r doubled rage and violence, and not unfrequently 
produces ſymptoms and diſeaſes, the nature of 
e which, eſpecially in women, we mult only gueſs 
; | at, and which, in that ſtate, ſometimes baffle the 
j {kill of the moſt able phyſician; for venereal com- 
* | plaints, the older they are, the more obſtinate 
3 | they prove againſt the power of mercury. 
i I come now to the third point, why mer- 
, ©. cury fails ſometimes in curing the lues, viz. on 
e + account of the conſtitution of the patient. We 
n © ſometimes meet with patients, ef; eclally a- 
e mong the female ſex, or ſuch as ve taken 
„ mercury for former venereal complaints, whoſe 
t conſtitution is now fo irritable, that, after the ad- 
e | miniſtration of a few grains or friftions, they 
e are either affected with a nervous fever, ſpaſms, 
d headach, or they very readily fall into a ſaliva- 
e tion, on the ſecond or third day. In theſe con- 
re ſtitutions we ought to be peculiarly careful to find 
© out the preparation and dole belt adapted to them. 
The Peruvian bark, or ſome other vegetable to- 
ir | nic, is here ſometimes adminiſtered with mercu- 
l ry to great advantage. If we neglect theſe pre- 
& WF cautions, indeed, many patients of this kind will 
n be ſufferers ſor life, without ever being cured ra- 
ol dically. There is one remark to be made here, 


-- to 


ers en os a . 


204 WHYSoOoMEeAs ES 


to which in general little attention has been hi. 
therto paid. Moſt writers and practitioners con- 


fine their venereal patients under a mercuria] | 
courſe, without any diſtinction, to a low diet, 


as well with regard to eating as drinking. This 


rule is however a very improper one, when ge. 


nerally applied. Such a diet will be very proper 
tor {trong, vigorous conſtitutions ; but, for weak, 
delicate, or irritable ones, it will ſometimes be 
extremely improper, A full diet, with the mo- 
derate uſe of wine, ought to be allowed them; 
otherwiſe mercury will produce no effects upon 
the poiſon, though very diſagreeable ones upon 
the conſtitution. The warm bath will ſometimes 
much aſſiſt in theſe caſes. Nature readily co- 
operates with mercury in ſome conſtitutions; 
whereas in others it does but little, or acts 
ſlowly, and with difficulty. But beſides this 
peculiarity in the conſtitution, we often obſerve, 
that patients render their complaints complicated 
and obſtinate, by — to cure themſelves, 
or by applying to quacks or unſkilful perſons in 
the art of healing. They frequently alſo hurt 
themſelves by neglect of diet, or by not making 
ule of the medicines m the manner preſcribed, 
or by not continuing the ſame long 3 but 
leaving off as ſoon as the ſymptoms diſappear, 
by expoſing themſelves imprudently to the damp 
and cold atmoſphere, eſpecially at night, or by 
becoming impatient and — go- 
ing from one phyſician to another, making uſe 


for ſome days or weeks, of one medicine, and 


then of another. By all theſe different circum 
Nance, 
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ances, venereal complaints are ſometimes ren- 
lered extremely obſtinate. 

On account of the diſorder itſelf, mercury 
ſometimes fails, when the patient, by a previous 
large or imprudent uſe of mercury, can hard] 
bear a few grains or a few frictions without ſaliva- 
tion: in this caſe, if we leave off the uſe of mercury, 
our patient will not get rid of his diſorder; and if 
we continue it, we are ſure to bring on a trouble- 
ſome ptyaliſm, which will laſt ſometimes for weeks 
or months, a the patient to dangerous con- 


| ſequences, and often leaving the principal diſorder 


uncured. What may be done in theſe circum- 


> ſtances, I have hinted in ſeveral places of the fore- 


going chapters. But we are by far more fre- 
quently diſappointed in our expectations from 
mercury, by miſtaking the nature of the diſ- 
order; by judging thoſe complaints venereal, 
which often are owing either to the effects of 
mercury, or to a ſtate of the diforder, which, 
though originally ariſing from the venereal virus, 
has degenerated either by time or other cauſes 
into a diſeaſe of a quite different nature, for 
which mercury is not only no antidote, but a 
real poiſon, Of thele complaints we have ſpokes 
already, and ſhall ſpeak further hereafter, 
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CHAP. IV; 


On other REMEDIES recommended for curiy 
the Loks. 


ESIDES the mercurial frictions, the fumiga- 
tions, and the internal uſe of the different 
mercurial preparations, a variety of other medi. 
cines has been recommended, either to cure the 
different venereal complaints without mercury, 
or to aſſiſt mercury in its operation; and as there 
are many {inſtances of the mercury failing, or 
expoſing the patients to e conſequences, 
a remedy has been ſought for, which, without ha- 
ving any of the noxious qualities of mercury, might 
have all its powerful and good ones. Moſt of the 


uack medicines, ſold and praiſed as prepara 


tions from the vegetable kingdom for this pur: 

ole, I have been at pains to analyſe, and hare 
—— them to be nothing but one or other met: 
curial preparation diſguiſed. Several other re 
medies have been recommended as ſuccedaneum 
for mercury, for the cure of the venereal diſcale, 
which, we are told, have been made uſe of to 
this purpoſe with ſucceſs, before mercury wa 
employed; and are, we are credibly informed 
made uſe of even at this time, without any mer 


curial, with the beſt effect, in South as well as . 
| Non 
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North America, for curing the venereal diſeaſe, 
radically. Such of them as I have ſeen made 
uſe of for the ſame purpoſe in Europe, have, 
in every inſtance at leaſt that came under my 
inſpection, never been attended with the deſired 
effect; and I have never ſeen one inftance of 
2 confirmed pox cured by them. Some of 
them, however, are worthy our attention, and 
certainly deſerve a fairer trial than has hi- 
therto been made to aſcertain their power, 
eſpecially ſuch as are recommended by men 
"1 knowledge and obſervation. The root of the 
Lobelia ſybhalttica, with which, as we are inſtructed 
by Dr Kalm, and afterwards more exactly by Mr 
Bartram“, the inhabitants of North America 
cure the venereal diſeaſe as effectually and radi- 
cally as we do with mercury. They take 2 
handful of the freſn, or (which he ſays is better) 
dried plant; they waſh it, and boil it in a gallon 
and a half of water; of which decoction the pa- 
tient drinks every dav, if his conſtitution will ſuffer 
it, a quart in the beginning, gradually augment- 
ing the doſe, till he can no longer bear the pur- 
ging excited by it; then he leaves it off for a day 

or 


— — — — — — 
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The latter author adviſes the patient to take two gills of this 
decoction three times a-day, on an empty ſtomach, and augment 
the doſe according to the itrength of the patient, making uſe of 
warm baths, and a proper diet at the ſame time. Care ſhould be 
taken not to make ule of the lobelia longiflora, inſtead of the lobeliz 
ſyphilitica, the former being of a much more acrid nature than 
the latter,—In ſome parts of Italy it is even now a law of govern- 
ment, not to make uſe of mercury in hoſuitals for curing the ve- 
heres! diſeaſe. 
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or two, and, if neceſſary, continue 1t again till 
he finds himſelf perfealy well, which is for the 
moſt part in a fortnight. If there are any exter. 
nal diſorders, they waſh the affected parts with 
the ſame decotiion.—lf the diſeaſe is very obſſi. 
nate, they mix with the lobelia, the root of the 
Ranunculus abortivus, but in a ſmall quantity on 
account of its acrimony. In order to heal up 
the venereal ulcers, they dry the root of Geun 
nwvale, and ſprinkle its powder upon them. 
They allo cure deep and putrid ulcers, by inſper- 
ſion of the interior bark of the Ceanothus Amer:ca: 
nus. A decottion of the ſtipites of the Solanum 
dulcamara, and likewiſe the root of the Daphne 
mezereum and ſarſaparilla, have been of late 
much recommended in obſtinate venereal com- 
roms either in ſubſtance or in a decoction; but 
ow far their operation ſucceeds without the pre- 
vious uſe of mercury, is not yet aſcertained. 

In South America, and in the Weſt Indies, a 
decoction of the woods of guaiac, ſaſſafras, &c. 
is praiſed as a remedy, with which alone the 
moſt confirmed lues may be eaſily cured, It 
may be that they remove venereal complaints 
between the tropics, and in the warmer climates 
of our globe; but in Europe I have ſeen them 
ſometimes prove hurtful, producing profuſe 
ſweats, hæmoptyſis, conſumptions, &c. in Heben 
and thin habits, and I never ſaw any one caſe 
where they effected a radical cure.—The follow: 
ing complicated preſcription, we have been told, 
is made uſe of with great ſucceſs in Brazll 


and Portugal, and in other countries, under tht 
nam? 
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name of the Decoctum Luſitanicum, or Liſbon 
diet-drink. R. Rad Sar/aparille, Santali albi et 
rubri, of each three ounces; Glyctrrhize, Meze- 
rei, of each half an ounce ; {zgnz Rhodn, Guajaci, 
Saſſafras, of each one ounce ; Crude Antimony 
five ounces: ten pounds of boiling water 1s to be 
oured upon theſe, and remain tor twenty-four 
ours, then to be boiled to five pounds. Of 
this, ſtrained off, the patient ought to take from 


three pints to two quarts a-day. But how far 


all theſe medicines, as I have ſaid before, act 
without mercury, is yet very uncertain. The diſ- 
eaſe is certainly eaſier cured in warm climates, 
when well treated, than in cold ones. As to the 
remedies which we every day fee recommended 
by quacks, and pretenders to ſecrets, as not con- 
ſting of mercury, and curing the venereal diſ- 
eaſe radically, they are, for the moſt part, as I 


have mentioned before, ſome mercurial prepa- 


ration diſguiſed ; and I think it fortunate enough 
for the patients if they prove only uſeleſs to them. 
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21e - ON VENERFAL OPHTHALMIA. 


CHAT. AVE. 


On particular VENEREAL COMPLAINTS, 
which require a peculiar Method of Cure, 


I. On the VENEREAL OPTHALMIA, 


HERE are two diſtinct ſpecies of venereal 
ophthalmia. The one ſeems to be rather 
of a chronic kind, comes on gradually, and ariſe 
from a tainted maſs. The other is the molt 
acute, violent, and dangerous of any ophthalmia 
I know of: it comes on ſuddenly, and owes its 
Origin, as far as I have been able to obſerve, to 
a — repulſion of a recent venereal gonor- 
rhœa: lee Venereal Gonorrhea. 

I have ſeen three inſtances of this dreadful 
diſorder, of which every one proved fatal to the 
ſight of the ſufferer. In two caſes, both eyes were 
affected with blindneſs ; in the third, one was af. 
fected immediately, but ſeveral years afterward: 
the fight of the other was alſo loſt, and as it ſeemet 
without any apparent cauſe. All old prattitioner 
with whom I have converſed about this dreadful 
complaint, and who have obſerved it ſeveral 
times in their practice, were of opinion that i 
originated from a repelled recent gonorrhea, by 
way of metaſtaſis. In theſe three caſes which [jul 


. . . . | 
mentioned, the diſeaſe was certainly accompant 
wit! 
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with a ſuppreſſion of the clap: but whether that 
ſuppreſſion was the cauſe of the ophthalmy, I was 
not able to determine with certainty ; and am much 
leſs capable to account for ſuch a metaſtalis, tho' 
we know that a very great connection ſubſiſts be- 
tween the eyes and the parts of generation. 

But whatever may be the cauſe of theſe oph- 
thalmies, the fact is this: In the three inſtances 
which came under my obſervation, the diſeaſe 
aroſe in a cold climate in winter, after the patients 
affected with a recent clap, were expoſed to violent 
cold in the open air. None of them had ever had 
any complaint in the eyes before. The diſcharge 
from the urethra was evidently diminiſhed or 
aboliſhed. In the mean while, a diſcharge of 
a puriform matter of a yellowiſh green colour, 
reſembling that of a clap, took place from the 


eyes, with the moſtexcruciating pains, which were 


rendered unſupportable on the leaſt application of 
light. The ſame matter which ran out of the eyes, 


| ſeemed, as far as it was poſſible to ſee by forcing 


up the eyelid, to be extravaſated in the whole an- 


terior chamber of the eye, and, as it were, infil- 
trated between the lamellas of the cornea tranſ- 
parens. All remedies which were applied proved 
ineffectual, and perpetual blindneſs was the con- 
ſequence. 

As caſes of this kind may be inſtructive, I ſhal! 
tranſcribe one of them from my Medical Journal. 


| The patient, a young man of a ſtrong dark com- 


plexion, of twenty-nine years of age, a captain in 
the army, was ordered on wr in the month of 
January, whilſt he was afflicted with a violent 


gonorrhea, Unfortunately the day was exceſſively 
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cold, and he was by duty much expoſed to the 
open air all day and the evening: in the night he 
found himſelf at once afflicted in both eyes with 
the moſt excruciating pain, and intolerance of the 
ſmalleſt degree of light; which were accom- 
panied next day with a diſcharge of puriform 
matter from both eyes. Upon inſpection, the 
albuginea was inflamed, and very much ſwelled, 
The phyſician who was called, applied, .befides 
the common remedies, ſuch as bleedings, purga. 
tives, &c. a fomentation of hemlock. On the 
third day, upon a cloſer examination, the cornea 
was found entirely opaque, and an hypopyon 
formed; no ulceration appeared. The ule of | 
hemlock was ordered to be continued. Some | 
days aſter, the inflammation and running abated; 
but the cornea remained opaque, ſeemed to be very 
much thickened, and the patient remained per- 
fectly blind. In this patient, I dlearly ſaw the 
arteries of the cornea tranſparens, coming fron 
the albuginea, inflamed, and ſo filled with re | 
blood, as if injected like an anatomical preparz 
tion, even lo fir back as in the fifth week of the 
diſorder. 

In none of theſe three caſes were remedies 
applied by the practitioners to reſtore the running 
of the clap, nor was there an inciſion made int 
the cornea to diſcharge the extravaſated matter: 
The only two remedies from which I would ev 
pect any efhcacious relief in ſuch an ophthalmy, 
beſides the general and topical evacuations 0) 
purgatives, leeches, bliſters, &c, with the inter 
nal and external ule of mercury. | 

I was once inclined to believe, that this kin 
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of ophthalmia does perhaps ariſe from unclean- 
lineſs, when the patient affected with a clap, or 
ſhancres in the genitals, touches thole parts, and 
afterwards, without waſhing the hands imme- 
diately, touches his eyes. I have certainly ſeen 
ophthalmies, and venereal ulcers of the eye-lids, 
noſtrils, lips, more than once ariſing from ſuch 
careleſſneſs: but in theſe caſes I have never ob- 
ſerved an inflammation but in one eye, and it 
never was ſo violent as the kind juſt mentioned ; 
hut rather, like the ophthalmies ariſing from a 
tainted maſs, gave way to the topical applica- 
tion of the blue ointment, which, together with 
the internal uſe of mercury, 1s indes the ſove- 
reign remedy in ſome ophthalmies. 

The chronic vent ate ariſing from 
a tainted maſs, prove in many caſes extremely 
obſtinate for weeks and months. They require a 
regular mercurial courſe, eſpecially with ſubli- 
nate if the patient can bear it; repeated purgings; 
and in ſome caſes, eſpecially if the 2 be the 
affected part, the external uſe of the mercurial 
ointment, or what 1s, according to the obſerva- 
tions of Dr Cullen, more preferable, the citrine 
ointment rubbed down with double the quantity 
of hog's lard, in order to render it leſs acrid. 
Laudanum dropped into the affected eye gives 
ſometimes the moſt evident relief. Bathing the 
eye with a weak ſolution of ſublimate four or fix 
times a-Cay is likewiſe ſerviceable. 


II. On VENEREAL DEAFNESS. 


Il uayx ſeen ſeveral inſtances where deafneſs 


Q 3 and 
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and violent pain of the ear were brought on by 
venereal ulcers affecting the orifice of the Euſta- 
chian tube in the fauees. But I have met with 
one inſtance, were a perfect deafneſs was the 
conſequence of a violent gonorrhcea being ſtop- 
ped by the internal uſe of turpentine. The 
patient ſaid he had had no ſhancres, nor ever 
any other venereal complaint before. 


HI. On VILNERZAL SorRms TrHroOAT. 


VENEREAL ore throats, as well as venereal 
ulcers of the mouth and fauces, ſhould, as I 
mentioned above, be carefully diſtinguiſhed from 
ſcorbutic ones, or from thoſe originating from 
faliva rendered acrid by mercury; and more eſpe- 
cially from thoſe which, though really venereal 
in their origin, have now changed their na: 
ture, and acquired quite a different character; 
as we, by continuing the uſe of mercury, may ma- 
terially, and perhaps irrecoverably, hurt the pa- 
tient. Judgment, derived from practice, will be 
the only ſure guide in that caſe. Deep ulcers co- 
vered with a white lardaceous cruſt, and confined 
by a hard elevated border, with a ſtrong redneſs 
round about them, will, I think, ſeldom miſlead if 
they are treated as venereal. Venereal ulcers in 
the throat are ſometimes ſeated fo low down, and 
ſidewards, that we do not eaſily diſcover them at 
firſt fight, and thence we may ſometimes be led to 
miſtake the nature of the diſorder. An account 
of the following caſes may perhaps be uſeful to 
ſome young practitioners. A 
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A gentleman of a ſtrong, plethoric conſtitution, 
fifty-hve years of age, was affected with a ſore 
throat and fever. The phyſician, after examining 
his throat and pulſe, ordered bleeding, with an 
antiphlogiſtic gargle and Purge 3 when the diſeaſe 
not abating, eight days after, another practitioner 
was called, who repeated bleeding, purging, and 
ordered a different gargle, from the ule of which 
the patient found himſelf better. At the expiration 
of ſeven weeks, when he felt, as he expreſled him- 
ſelf, the diſeale was not quite gone, I was con- 
ſulted. After the former preſcriptions were ſhown 
to me, I examined his throat ; and though I could 
not diſcover any ulcer, told him I ſuſpected a ve- 
nereal cauſe ; which he hardly would agree to, re- 
jating to me that he had no venereal complaint theſe 
many years paſt, and that ſince that time he had 
enjoyed the moſt perfect ſtate of health. I deſired 


to examine his throat once more; which he rea- 


dily complied with, though he was one of thoſe 


perſons who with the greateſt difficulty can let 
their throat be examined: with a wax candle in 
one hand, and depreſſing the root of the tongue 
by means of a large ſpatula as much as poſſible 
with the other, I diſcovered very low down on 
the right ſide, a deep but ſmall venereal ulcer, 
which had eſcaped my ſight at firſt, and would 
now have done ſo if I had not examined the throat 
with ſuch peculiar care. Upon my telling him 
the evident cauſe of his diſorder, my advice 
was complied with; and after the internal uſe of 
mercury for eight days, his ſore throat was per- 
tettly gone, and by continuing it a month longer 
a radical cure obtained. 


The other patient was a lady of rank. She had 
04 but 
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firſl felt a flight difficulty in ſwallowing within a 
tew days, which being froſty ſhe aſcribed it to a 
cold. Iimmediately, upon inſpection, diſcovered 
the cauſe of the dihreder; and as women have 
always a right to the greateſt delicacy and ſecrecy 7 
of a phyſician, without aſking her any queſtions, 
I ordered her to keep her throat warm, and pro- 
miſed to ſend her ſome medicine which would 
relieve her in a few days; and it was afterwards, 
under another form and pretence, ordered to be 
continued for a few weeks longer, till I thought 
her perfectly fafe. E 
Laſt ſummer, I was conſulted at Paris, by a young 
gentleman of about 28 years of age, about a lore 
throat for which he had taken advice and medi- 
cines already, for the ſpace of three weeks, with- 
out any relief. I told him, that, from the very 
appearance of his face and eyes, I ſuſpected quite 
a different cauſe of his diforder than he and his 
attendants had hitherto imagined ; which indeed 
was moſt evidently confirmed by a large venereal 
ulcer, which upon inſpection I found ſeated very 
low down behind the velum. He then gave me the 
following account. That he had been affected b 


with a violent gonorrhea two years ago when he p 
was at Venice, which for a particular reaſon he had | {0 
wiſhed to be removedor ſtopped as ſoon as poſſible; l. 
that, for this purpole, he was recommended by 3 I 
friend of his, to a ſurgeon who was in poſſeſſion i lin 
of an injection which had that infallible effect. m 
That this ſurgeon complied with his deſire, tho th 
with reluctance; and foretold him, that ſome time th 
after being cured thus haſtily by his injection, © ba 
the venereal dileale wauld 3 out in ſome 1 


other 


= 
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other part of the body; aſſuring him that he had 
ſeen the ſame effect from the ſame remedy, hap- 

en in ſeveral other patients who applied to him 
in the ſame manner he did. That he neglected this 
caution ; that the — was perfectly ſtopped in 
48 hours; ard that he had never thought more 
about it, having been perfettly free from vene- 
real as well as any other diſorder ever ſince. 
This caſe was to me a very inſtructive one. 
Firſt, it ſhows how long the venereal poiſon lies 
ſometimes concealed in the maſs, without pro- 
ducing any ſenſible effects: And ſecondly, it 
evidently confirms what I have aſſerted above, 
that the poiſon of the gonorrhea is the very 
lame with that of the ſyphilis; and that, if abſor- 
bed into the maſs, it produces therefore the 
ſame effects. But laſtly, it alſo ſhows, which 
I could not have expected d ri, that a recent 
venereal gonorrhea may ſometimes be {topped 
or repelled, without producing ſwelled teſticles, 
iſchury, ſtrictures, (or other immediate effects in 


the mals. 6 g 

Venereal ulcers of the throat require ſometimes 
beſides a courſe of mercury, likewiſe topical ap- 
plications; ſuch as an injection or gargle made of a 
folution of ſublimate, mixed according to circum- 
ſtances with the tincture of maſtich, &c. —But 
if the ulcers are owing to the acrimony of the ſa- 
liva, they ought to be kept conflantly clean, and 
mercury ſhould be diſcontinued. If they owe 
their origin neither to the one nor to the other of 
the cauſes juſt mentioned, but ace of that peculiar 
nature deſcribed above under the head of Venerea! 
Vlcers, they require, inſtead of mercury, the uſe 
of 
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of powerful tonic medicines externally as well in- 
ternally. 


IV. On VENEREZAL COMPLAINTS of the Sx1y, 

CUTANEOUS diſorders of a venereal nature, 
ſuch as venereal tetters, venereal ſcald-head, ve- 
nerea] leproſy, &c. are often very obſtinate. It is 
in theſe complaints properly, where the ſolution 
of ſublimate, given internally, proves often ex- 
cellent; and I think I have obſerved, that it often 
effectually removes the diſeaſe of the ſkin, with- 
out removing radically the lues: This at leaſt 1 
aſſert with regard to colder climates; as to war- 
mer climates, I know certainly many patients 
who have been radically cured of the ſyphilis by 
the ſublimate alone. 

Beſides the internal uſe of the ſublimate, warm 


baths made with a decoction of bran, in every 


allon of which half a drachm of ſublimate is to 
be diffolved, gently rubbing at the ſame time 
the affected part, have ſometimes proved to me 
very uſeful. For more confirmed venereal com- 
plaints of the ſkin, the topical application of a 
ſolution of ſublimate, the citrine ointment ſome- 
times alone and ſometimes with the addition of the 
ſaturnine, have ſucceeded with me in a herpes, ti- 
nea, &c. where all other remedies proved ineſſec- 
tual. The decoctum Luſitanicum, the decoction 
of the ſtipites dulcamaræ, of the mezereum root 
and eſpecially that of the lobelia ſyphilitica, 
deſerve, for theſe as well as other obſtinate 


and inveterate venereal complaints, in my opt 
nion. 
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nion, a much greater attention than 1s uſually 
paid to them. I have ſeen a molt obſtinate 
and inveterate diſeaſe of the ſkin of a venereal 
nature cured by a ſolution of turpeth mineral in 
EZ mall doſes, where all other remedies failed. 
Some phyſicians pretend to have ſeen great ſuc- 
ceſs alle rom arſenic; but I never tried this lat- 
ler, nor have I ever a mind to try it. 


= V. On VIXNEREAL ExcRESCENCES. 

[ © VENEREAL excreſcences on the ſurface of the 
kin, known by the different names condylomata, 
s WM /icus, mariſca, warts, tubercles, &c. ariſe either 


om an original infection, in which caſe we con- 
| fider them as a local diſeaſe, and preſcribe local 
remedies; or they originate from a tainted mals, 


7 | which indeed is more frequently the caſe, and 
5 then a full mercurial courſe will make them dil- 
e i appear, ſometimes without any external applica- 


tion, But frequently external remedies are like- 
wiſe requiſite. Cauſtics have been recommended 
for that purpoſe : but I never ſaw them produce 
any ſalutary effects; on the contrary, often very bad 
| ones, Exciſion has been likewiſe recommended, 
and is ſometimes neceſſary ; but I have ſeen ſe- 
veral inſtances when, after theſe excreſcences had 
been cut out repeatedly, even after a full courſe 
of mercurials, they grew again and again, ſome- 
times to a larger ſize than they were at firſt, To 
prom this regeneration, ſeveral remedies have 
een propoſed, of which, in all obſtinate caſes 


D. | that 
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that have come under my obſervation, I haye 
oblerved but two or three which were admini. 
ſtered with ſucceſs, after the maſs had been pre- 
viouſly perfectly purified. The one conſiſts ir 
mercurial fumigations; the other in the appl. 
cation of the powder of the juniperus ſabina, L. 
[ either by itſelf in the form of a powder, or mixed 
| with red precipitate in the form of an ointment, 
A liquor has been lately propoſed by my friend 
Mr Plenck, which conſiſts of ſpirits of wine and 
vinegar each an ounceand a half, corroſive ſub- 
; limate one drachm, alum, camphire, and ceruſſa, 
each halt a drachm, under the name of Aquz 
cauſtica pro condylomatibus, and from which, ap- 
plied twice a-day with a hair-pencil, h 
to have ſeen the belt effect. I haven 
veral times, and found it anſwer extreiaw 
In caſes where a great number of ſmall warts h 
ſprung up about the genitals, the ſolution of ſub- 
limate in ſimple water oxlime-water I have ob. 
ſerved ſometimeg to Jucceed perſectly well. 
warts have a {malWaſis, and are but few in num: 
ber, the beſt remedy is a ligature made tighte! 
every day. I have ſeen a man with ſeveral hun 
Ared little warts upon that part of the chin her 
the beard grows, and underſtood his diſeaſe to 6: 
owing to an ill- treated venereal complaint, 
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VI. On VENEREAL WEAEkNESS, or lIupo— 
TENCY. 


Tuts complaint, though not dangerous, is 
very alarming, and renders the mind of the pa- 
tient extremely uneaſy. I have repeatedly ob- 
ſerved it; but in a particular manner in one pa- 
tient, who ſeveral months before he had been at- 
feed with a violent clap ; of which at laſt he was 
cured, after having undergone a tedious and very 
improper treatment. The only remaining ſymp- 
tom was now a total inability and want of deſire 
of venery, which rendered him extremely low- 
ſpirited. On conſulting me, I judged the com- 
plaint to proceed from the venereal poiſon lurk- 
ing in the body, and preſcribed him a mercurial 
courle, and afterwards ſome tonic medicines, | 
with two tea-ſpoonfuls of Hoffman's anodyne 
liquor morning and evening. He was likewiſe 
ordered to waſh the Tcrotum and ſpermatic cord 
twice a-day, with a table-ſpoonful of the ſame 
liquor mixed with ſome water: in three weeks 
time he had ſufficient reaſon to be as high-ſpirited 


as ever, A 


VII. On VExEREAL Pains, Spas Mus, &c. 


FixzD or wandering pains ariſing in different 
parts of the body, are generally aſcribed, by all 
patients who were formerly affected with the lues, 
to the remains of the venereal poiſon in the maſs. 
This 
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This 1s indeed ſometimes the caſe; but it ought 
to be obſerved, that thoſe pains, ſo generally a. 
ſcribed to the venereal poiſon, are very often 
owing to very different cauſes, which, if not pro | 
perly diſtinguiſhed, we ſhall find ourſelves fre. 
quently diſappointed in the effects of the reme- 
dies preſcribed. | 

Pains ſimilar to venereal ones are often the 
effects of the improper uſe of mercury. Theſe 
caſes ought to be carefully diſtinguiſhed in prac- 
tice ; becauſe, if the venereal diſeaſe has not been 2 
radically cured, and the pains ariſe from a half. f 
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cured lues, the uſe of mercury will be neceſſary P 
to complete the cure (though the patients will t 
often be of a contrary opinion, conſidering the k 
length of time, and quantity of mercury they Wt ” 
have already taken); whereas, if the venereal JM * 
virus has been radically cured, the uſe of mercury " 
will prove evidently hurtful. I know patients 8 


who, having made ule of mercury repeatedly in 
their younger days for ſeveral venereal complaints, 
find themſelves now,” whenever they take the 
leaſt quantity of mercury, conſtantly affected with 
the molt violent rheumatic pains 1n different parts 
of. the body. Authors who have mentioned this 
latter diſeaſe generally aſcribe it to the mercury | P. 


lodged in the bones; nay, there are even examples h 
recorded in medical == where mercury had tc 
been found, after the death of ſuch patients, *. 
collected in globules in different parts of the ['w 
body, eſpecially in the bones and 3 cavities. 0 


Whatever credit may be given or denied to thoſe 


aſſertions, it is certain that we may generally, 
| | and 
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and ſometimes pretty eaſily, cure thoſe patients 
by a proper regimen, warm baths with frictions, 
and by adminiſtering to them at the ſame time, 
internally large doſes of proper tonic medicines 
either alone or united with antimonials. But if 
thoſe pains, inſtead of being of the chronic kind, 
ariſe From a ſudden check of perſpiration during 
2 mercurial courſe, the ule of tonic medicines 


would be improper; in ſeveral deſperate cafes of 
tis kind, where the body ſeemed as if it was 
affected with a general ſpaſm or tetanus, I have 
found, beſides the warm bath, eſpecially the va- 


pour-bath, the ſulphur of antimony, united with 


| the inſpiſſated juice of the conium maculatum, L. 
| known under the name of extract of hemlock, a 


moſt efficacious remedy, given to the quantity of 
fifteen grains of each a-day.—Dover's powder, 


with a proper regimen, proves ſometimes in this 


cale, as well as in rheumatiſm, a very ſerviceable 
medicine, | 


( 


VIII. On Venereal Complaints of the Boxes. 


THz bones are ſeldom affected by the venereal 
poiſon, but in a confirmed or neglected lues. I 
have ſeen, however, one inſtance where the pa- 
tient being affected with a ſhancre of the glans 
was attacked the fifth day after with a conſiderable 
ſwelling in the lower part of the ulna.—ln theſe 
caſes, the longer the diſeaſe is neglected, the more 
difficult and tedious is the cure; and of all others 
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the caries, or ulceration of the external ſurface, 
and corruption of the internal cavity, are the 
molt diſagreeable and tedious. 

In all caſes of ulcerated bones we ought to re. 
member, that they cannot be cured until the 
poiſon 1s totally eradicated from the mals. To. 
pical applications ſeem to have very little effect: 
though the eſſential oil of ſaſſafras has been re- 
commended by ſome; and Plenck recommend 
a lotion compounded of eſſentia maſtichina, cor- 
roſive ſublimate, and honey of roſes. Beſidey 
this, he directs the internal uſe of the Peruvian 
bark, and mercury mixed with aſafœtida, toge- 
ther with a decoction of ſarſaparilla, united with 
mezereum and cicuta : by theſe, he ſays, that he 


cured ſeveral perſons of the diforders juſt men · 


tioned. 


Venereal exoſtoſes, and eſpecially thoſe in the | 


middle of the tibia, ſternum, and tophuſes in the 
bones of the head, vill ſometimes, eſpecially 
at night, give the moſt Excruciating pain. In 
theſe caſes, I have obſerved no good effect from 
any topical application whatever. Here larg: 
and continued doſes of opium, along with ſome 
of the ſaline mercurial preparations, are ſome- 
times attended with the moſt ſalutary conſe. 
quences; but what has been lately aſſerted of 
curing thele, and other obſtinate venereal com- 
plaints, by the uſe of opium alone, I leave t0 
the more credulous to believe. 

Of the extraordinary fragility of the bones 


mentioned by ſome writers as proceeding from 
venerea 
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venereal cauſe, I have never ſeen any inſtance; 
though it may not be improper to mention one 
caſe which, I think, may be referred to this head: 
A man broke his tibia by a fall; but after the 
beſt treatment of the fracture, and being for 
twelve weeks confined, upon examination no 
callus was formed, and the broken bone remained 
nearly as looſe as at firſt, After a cloſe inqui 

and conſultation, the venereal poiſon was ful: 
pected, and a courſe of mercury preſcribed; 
whieh ſucceeded ſo well, that in a few months 
after the patient was perfectly cured. 
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On VENEREAL COMPLAINTS dzfgurfed, fuch 

as Conſumption, Rheumatiſm, Fevers, &c. 
bre perſons who have been formerly affected 

with venereal complaints, of which they have 
been apparently cured ſeveral months, nay ſome- 
times ſeveral years, afterwards grow emaciated, 
begin to cough, and are affected with hectic 
fever, and other ſymptoms which accompany a 
conſumption of the lungs, or a phthyſis pul- 
monalis, Theſe complaints are generally aſ- 
cribed to ſome other cauſes, and medicines or- 


dered for the moſt part without any ,ſuceels, 
Sometimes the diſorder is alſo aſcribed to the too 


3 uſe of mercury in too large foes | | 


ut 1 have feen ſeveral inſtances where a hectic 
fever with congh, and ſometimes even with a pu- 
riform expettoration, far from owing its origin 
to an ulceration of the lungs, aroſe from a latent 
venereal poiſon, without any other venereal ſymp- 
tom in the body. The fame has been obſerved 
by others. Mr Brambilla, firſt furgeon of the 
preſent Emperor of Germany, in his treatiſe on 
the Phlegmon, relates a caſe, which ſhows ſuch a 
ſtriking inſtance of the kind, that I ſhall tranſcribe 
it here. An elettuary, he ſays, was preſcribed 
for a conſumptive man, who was in a deſperate 
ſituation. By a miſtake of the apothecary, the 
electuary was given to a venereal patient to rub 
himſelf with, and the mercurial ointment, inſtead 
of the electuary, was ſent to the conſumptive pa- 
tient 
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tient to take it internally. The conſumptive man, 
knowing nothing of the miſtake, took a quantity 


of the ointment, about the bigneſs of a nutmeg, 


two or three times a-day, and was effectually 
cured of his diſorder, to the no ſmall ſurpriſe of 


his phyſician, who learned by chance from the 
| apothecary the miſtake that had happened. This 
| miſtake was certainly a very happy one for the 


patient; and, though it might be doubted whe- 


ther the conſumption proceeded from a venereal 
| cauſe, it proves however evidently that it yielded 


perfectly to mercury. I had ſeveral patients of 


this kind whom I perfectly cured of their con- 
* ſumption, by adminiſtering to them nothing but 
> a courle of mercury, 

L Agues, or intermittent fevers, have alſo been 


obſerved by Dr Wherlof and others, either to be 


produced by the venereal virus, or concomitant 
with the venereal diſeale ; and mercury, combi- 
ned with the bark, has been found uſeful in thoſe 
} caſes, Perhaps ſome of the fevers cured by Dr 
' Lyſon, with calomel, have been of that kind. 


Flying rheumatic pains, violent kead-achs, and 
pan in the hip, ſometimes originate from this 
ſource. The warm bath, with 3 ſaline pre- 
parations of mercury, with the decoction of the 


Itipites dulcamaræ, I have ſeen cure diſorders of 


this kind, which reſiſted every other medicine. 
Mercury, with the decoction of daphne meze- 


+ reum, or of daphne laureola, L. has alſo been 
recommended as a very efſicacious medicine for 


thole complaints. 
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CH AP. XVII. 


On VINEREAL COMPLAINTS incurable by 
MERCURY. 


I Havz already ſpoken ſo fully concerning the 
nature and cure of theſe complaints under the 
different heads of Venerea! Ulcers, Exulcerated Bu- 
boes, Venereal Sore Throat, Diſeaſes of the Skin, 
Venereal Pains, &c. that very little remains to be 
added here. | 

I muſt only obſerve, that I have found moſt, 
if not all, of i theſe complaints admit of great re- 
lief, or even of a radical cure; and that the great 

oint for accompliſhing this deſirable end, lies 
les in theſe complaints themſelves, than in an 
exaft knowledge of their nature. This certainly is 
ſometimes a much nicer point of practical know- 
ledge than is generally imagined. The great ob- 
Jett is, to diſtinguiſh exactly whether thoſe ul. 
cers, caries, cutaneous eruptions, or pains, &c, 
owe their origin to a latent venereal -pollon, or 
whether they are the effects of mercury; or, what 
is perhaps of the greateſt conſequence, whether 
from having been originally owing to the vene- 
real virus, they now, by time or other circum- 
ances with which we are not yet ſufficiently ac- 
quainted, have changed their nature. In which 
caſe, inſtead of yielding to the power of — 
they 
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they ſeem to be not only in every degree exacer- 
bated by that remedy; but likewiſe, if its uſe 
be imprudently inſiſted on, will at laſt prove fa- 
tal to the patient. In proof of this, I have ad- 
duced, = the above-mentioned heads, ſeveral 
ſtriking, and, as I think, convincing inſtances. 
And thoſe of my readers who are particularly in- 
tereſted in this ſubject may hind a good man 
more in Mr Fabre's Supplement to his Treatife 
on the Venereal Diſeaſe, printed at Paris. I now 
proceed to the conſideration of thoſe medicines 
which I have hitherto found moſt efficacious in 
removing theſe dreadful and obſtinate complaints. 
To diſtinguiſh complaints arifing from mer- 
eury, great judgment is often I as I have 
ſeen patients who complained of rheumatic pains, 
pains of the bones, headachs, ſpaſms in dilferent 
parts, and trembling of the extremities, &c. ow- 
ing, as they thought, to the enormous quantity of 
mercury they had taken; whom, however, I have 
cured, after a careful inquiry, by giving them 
more mercury; becauſe I was convinced that 
their preſent complaints originated from the im- 
3 adminiſtration of mercury, either in qua- 
ity or quantity, or in the method of the admi- 
nitration itſelf, where it was evacuated from the 
body by ſtool, ſalivation, or immoderate ſweats, 
as faſt as it was adminiſtered; and thereby, 
though taken for a great length of time, and in a 
large quantity, could never exert its proper ef- 
fect upon the poiſon lodged in the body. As 
ſoon, therefore, as we are aſſured that the diſeaſe 
15 not owing to the venereal virus, or at leaſt will 
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On VENEREAL COMPLAINTS incurable by 


MERCURY. 


I Have already ſpoken ſo fully concerning the 
nature and cure of theſe complaints under the 
different heads of Venerea! Ulcers, Exulcerated Bu- 
does, Venereal Sore Throat, Diſeaſes of the Skin, 
Venereal Pains, &c. that very little remains to be 
added here. | 

I muſt only obſerve, that I have found moſt, 
if not all, — theſe complaints admit of great re- 
lief, or even of a radical cure; and that the great 

oint for accompliſhing this deſirable end, lies 
lels in theſe complaints themſelves, than in an 
exact knowledge of their nature. This certainly is 
ſometimes a much nicer point of practical knou- 
ledge than is generally imagined. The great ob- 
Jett is, to diſtinguiſh exactly whether thoſe ul. 
cers, caries, cutaneous eruptions, or pains, &c, 
owe their origin to a latent venereal poiſon, or 
whether they are the effects of mercury; or, what 
is perhaps of the greateſt conſequence, whether 
trom having been originally owing to the vene- 
real virus, they now, by time or other circum- 
ſtances with which we are not yet ſufficiently ac- 
quainted, have changed their nature, In which 
caſe, inſtead of yielding to the power of menu 
the) 
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they ſeem to be not only in every degree exacer- 
bated by that remedy; but likewiſe, if its uſe 
be imprudently inſiſted on, will at laſt prove fa- 
tal to the patient. In proof of this, I have ad- 
duced, 4 — the above-mentioned heads, ſeveral 
ſtriking, and, as I think, convincing inſtances. 
And thoſe of my readers who are particularly in- 
tereſted in this ſubject may find a good * 
more in Mr Fabre's Supplement to his Treatiſe 
on the Venereal Diſeaſe, printed at Paris. I now 
proceed to the conſideration of thoſe medicines 
which I have hitherto found moſt efficacious in 
removing theſe dreadful and obſtinate complaints. 

To diſtinguiſh complaints arifing from mer- 
eury, great judgment 1s often I e I have 
ſeen patients who complained of rheumatic pains, 
pains of the bones, headachs, ſpaſms in different 
parts, and trembling of the extremities, &c. ow- 
ing, as they thought, to the enormous quantity of 
mercury they had taken; whom, however, I have 
cured, after a careful inquiry, by giving them 
more. mercury; becauſe I was convinced that 
their preſent complaints originated from the im- 
* adminiſtration of mercury, either in qua- 
ity or quantity, or in the method of the admi- 
niſtration itſelf, where it was evacuated from the 
body by ſtool, ſalivation, or immoderate ſweats, 
as faſt as it was adminiſtered; and thereby, 
tough taken for a great length of time, and in a 
large quantity, could never exert its proper ef- 
fect upon the poiſon lodged in the body. As 
ſoon, therefore, as we are aſſured that the diſeaſe 
is not owing to the venereal virus, or at leaſt will 
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not yield to mercury, other medicines ought tobe 
adminiſtered. Inſtead of following the general 
routine of practice, to give new mercurial pre- 
arations, after two or more of them have been 
already tried in vain, we ſhould preſcribe to our 
atients, as I have recommended before in ſeve. 
ral places (beſides a nouriſhing diet, country air, 
&c.) tonics or ſtrengthening medicines. Under 
this claſs I principally reckon antimonials, and, 
more eſpecially in the caſes alluded to, chalybeates, 
But, when {peaking of the uſe of thoſe medicines, 
I would not be underſtood to preſcribe them on 
in the quantity of a ſew grains a- day, but in 4 
larger doſes than they are uſually given. The pre-. 
parations I generally make uſe of are the crude 
antimony, or the ſulphur of antimony; the ethiops 
martialis, or the vinum chalybeatum, and more 
eſpecially a combination of iron with vitriolic 
ether, Of theſe I adminiſter ſuch doſes as the 
conſtitution of the patient will bear, either alone, 
or united, according to circumſtances, with the 
decoction of ſarſaparilla, the Peruvian hark, or the 
extract of walnuts, The ſulphur of antimony, 
united with the extract of hemlock, will be ſome- 
times very ſerviceable, alone or with the uſe of 
warm baths, and a decoction of ſarſaparilla with 
the mezereum root. Sometimes the cold bath, 
and eſpecially bathing in the ſea, will greatly 
contribute to the effect of the above medicines; 
and if the diſeaſe be obſtinate, we ſhould more 
carefully enquire into its nature, and conlider 
well what has been ſaid above, chapter xiv. 


From the decoctum Luſitanicum I have ſeen, 
| ſevera 


INCURABLE BY MERCURY. 231 


ſeveral inſtances, evidently good effects. But of 


all the remedies hitherto recommended for vene- 


real complaints incurable by mercury, I have 


ſeen none equal in its effects to a decoction made 
uſe of by Dr Paullini. With this decoftion, the 
2 moſt malignant and obſtinate ulcers, cutaneous 
diſorders, tophus, caries, pains of the bones and 

other parts of the body, which reliſted the power 
| of all other medicines prelcribed by different phy- 


ET 


ſicians in different climates, have been effeRually 


. 


cured, and, what is ſtill more remarkable, for 
the moſt part, in a very ſhort ſpace of time. 
Hut it is much to be regretted that this remedy 


- 


cannot become of general ule, becauſe nobody 


could hitherto ever prevail upon the Doctor te 


| make 1t public, 
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OBstRvaTIONS on ſome dangerous or un. 
happy prejudices generally prevailing a. 
bout the VENEREAL DISEASE. 


JT 1s an opinion imbibed by ſome patients, that 


the venereal poiſon, when once abſorbed ino Z 
the yew, can by no means be totally eradicated; Þ* 


conſequently they believe, that a perſon who 
is once thoroughly infected, can never look upon 
himſelf as radically cured. This opinion, beſide 
its abſurdity, renders thoſe who entertain it very 
— I have ſeen frequent inſtances, 1n the 
female ſex eſpecially, where ſuch patients leda 


moſt miſerable and melancholy life, notwith 5 
ſtanding every thing the phyſician could ſay 0 © 
Foal adow of a head- ach 


a rheumatic pain, or the ſmalleſt pimple upon ih 


the contrary. The 


kin, were by ſuch perſons accounted certall 
proofs of the poiſon lurking in the maſs, ans 
about to produce the moſt direful effects. Thet 
patients are real objects of compaſſion : we ougi 


to beſtow ſome time for inquiry, and pay it 
moſt careful attention towards them; for indez! 
we can hardly think of a greater degree of miley 
than to be perpetually haunted with ſuch a 
imagination. If, therefore, after our moſt ca 


ſul inquiry, we find no ſymptoms of a venere 


kind remaining, we ſhould endeavour to cor" 
their prejudice, by ſetting before them the "i 
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. aples of others of their acquaintance, or, if ctr« 
cumſtances admit, ol f thoſe M our own, who have 


2 been affect ed a 45 much As thewle Ives, or — 


number af years. en] ov the a 3 ſlate of 
health, are married, and have healthy and kne 


children. 
The fame attention we ought to pay to thoſe 


| who imagine, that if mercury is once taken for 


nk ure of the lues, it will not ſo effectually cure 
t a ſecond time, Theſe prejudices arè molt fre- 
x found among the women, though ſome- 
times alſo men of a melancholic conflitution will 
be influenced by them: but * is another 
prejudice of which I am now to | Pc cak, which 19 
not only abſurd, but criminal, and deſerves a moſt 
ſevere puniſhment from the magiſtrate wherever 
it can be proved. It exiſts only among {ome 
young men of a looſe character, and diſſolute 
and brutal manner of thinking. With theſe 
emmy it is an opinion, that the belt method 

get rid of a clap is coition with one or 
more healthy women; and in this manner I 
nave ſeen venereal complaints propagated, in 
the courle of a few days, to ten or twe Ive beahby 
perſons, who had the misfortune to fall in with 
thole wretches, or with the objects of their bru- 
tality and cruelty, The abſurdity of this notion 
is evident to every perſon of common ſenſe, who 
has the leaſt knowledge of the nature and ſcat of 
the diſeaſe; and where this pra actice ariles mer ely 
from prejudice, the ſlighteſt information will be 
ſulhcient te remove it. But it is to be feared, 
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that the cauſe may frequently lie deeper in the 
heart of theſe perſons; and that this abominahle 

ractice proceeds from malignity, or from a mean 
and low diſpoſition to revenge themſelves upon 
innocent perſons, becauſe in their imprudence cr 
drunkenneſs they themſelves had become the 
dupes of others. 


r 


